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The Shelter of God’s Salvation

1. Motivate

When did you first feel independent or on your own?

· off to college

· first job

· first apartment/house of your own

· married

· when you got your drivers’ license

· first car

· first date

· joined the army

2. Transition

It’s been a while since most of us to felt newly on our own. 

· Often now, we find ourselves dependent on others in some way.

· How wonderful to know that for our salvation we are not on our own … God Himself is our  salvation.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Salvation Overcomes Fear
Listen for words which describe God.
Psalm 27:1 (NIV)  The LORD is my light and my salvation-- whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life-- of whom shall I be afraid? 

What three words did David use to describe who the Lord was to him?

· light

· salvation

· stronghold

What is the significance of each?
	Light
	Salvation
	Stronghold

	· God gives direction

· God reveals dangers

· no wandering around with no idea where you are
	· rescued

· protection

· was lost, now found
	· protection

· safety

· security




What was the benefit to David?

· no fear

· no need to be afraid

When do you tend to lean heavily on this verse?

· times of trouble

· when I cannot figure something out

· in danger

· when anticipating a really difficult responsibility

· when everything seems to be crashing in on me

Why do we sometimes fear some things even when we know God is our strength?

· we forget about it

· we think it’s too big for God to handle (a lie from Satan)

· we lack faith

· our minds are not attuned to the Truth about God … we have not been filling our minds with His Word

· we are too used to trying to handle things on our own, then when something significant comes along, we panic

Light is often seen as a symbol of God’s presence and influence. Darkness is seen as a symbol of God’s absence. Why is this a good metaphor?

· darkness is the absence of the electro-magnetic waves of the visible spectrum

· light is the presence of those waves

· light enables sight

· darkness (absence of light) prohibits us from seeing things 

· when the light of God’s presence is absent, Satan can confuse and discourage
Note this verse in the Amplified Bible: The Lord is my Light and my Salvation—whom shall I fear or dread? The Lord is the Refuge and Stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?
What is the purpose of a refuge and stronghold? What images come to mind when you think of a refuge and a stronghold.

· a castle with high walls and turrets

· a fort with strong walls

· a place to gather soldiers in a concentrated place of strength

· safety from the enemy

· run to the stronghold and escape from pursuit of enemy

How is this significant in our relationship with the Lord?

· His presence is a safe place

· we can go to Him and escape from our spiritual enemies

· God’s presence is a strong wall around us

3.2 Salvation Instills Confidence
Listen for David’s need for protection.
Psalm 27:2-3 (NIV)  When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. 3  Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then will I be confident.
 How was the king’s faith in the Lord challenged? 
· evil men advanced against him

· they wanted to destroy/devour him

· enemies, foes attacked

· an army besieged him

· war broke out against him 

What kinds of things feel like an army coming against you? Like a war breaking out against you?
· heavy load at work

· repeated physical issues

· doing your taxes in the spring

· family disunity

· dealing with teenagers
· everyone comes to you with their problems … as if you needed any more
What was David’s testimony in these two verses?

· his enemies would stumble

· God would cause them to fall

· my heart will not fear

· even when war breaks out against me I will be confident
How might the experience David described in verse 2 have influenced the confidence he affirmed in verse 3?

· he had experienced many rough situations

· he had seen God rescue Him

· he had experienced God at work giving him victory

· God had always been faithful and strong in the past

· God would always be the same in the future

What are some situations where God has been faithful in your life in the past and you can be assured of His rescue in the future?

· financial problems

· family health crises

· big decision to be made
· legal problems

· loss of a job

· going through a time of tragedy or disaster

3.3 Salvation Gives Security
Listen for David’s one wish.
Psalm 27:4-6 (NIV)  One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. 5  For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock. 6  Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; at his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the LORD.
Where did David find safety and strength? 
· in the house of the Lord

· God’s temple, God’s dwelling

·  God’s tabernacle

· set high  upon a rock

How was God’s house a comfort to David?  

· gaze upon the beauty of the Lord

· safety in time of trouble

· a shelter

· a firm place to stand like on a high rock

How many things can you find in these verses that describe what happens when God is “found”. (Look for things in David’s statements of trust as well as his requests to God.)

· the beauty of the Lord

· safety in trouble

· a place to hide

· shelter

· a high place of safety

How did David plan to respond when the Lord exalted him above his enemies?  

· his head would be exalted above surrounding enemies

· he would sacrifice shouts of joy

· singing

· making music to the Lord

Which one do you need to hear yourself declare today? Why would/should you do either one of these?

	“sacrifice with shouts of joy”
	“sing and make music to the Lord”

	· God deserves it

· God has made me joyful

· God encourages me
	· we can do it either alone or in a group

· God puts a song in my heart

· hymns are a good way to remember specific words of praise


4. Application
4.1 Accept the Savior …
· If you’ve never done so, it’s not too late!

· Trust Jesus today and let His salvation give you the freedom, confidence, and security David talked about

4.2 Surrender your fears
· Write Psalm 27:1 on several small cards.

· Carry one with you and keep the others around the house where you will see them

· Recall the verse when you are tempted to worry.
4.3 Share your faith
· Consider those in your circle of acquaintances who desire security and freedom from fear.

· Make it a goal to share with them the confidence and security you have found in Christ.
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