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The Big Picture

1. Motivate

Think of a situation where you were initially upset by what was going on, but it turned out for the good?
· a bad room assignment at a hotel, they made it good with a beautiful suite

· delayed by a flat tire, but missed being in a big traffic jam and/or wreck

· stopped on a walk to tie a shoe lace and missed being hit by a large falling limb (this really happened to me)

· got lost on a trip and ended up finding a wonderful tourist attraction 

· the item you went to purchase was out, but you found something different that was a better buy 
2. Transition

Difficulties are part of life … 

· Today we look at a the life of Joseph

· We discover that God is at work, even in the midst of conflict

3. Bible Study

3.1 Dysfunction
Listen for a nightmare.
Genesis 37:5-8 (NIV)     Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. [6] He said to them, "Listen to this dream I had: [7] We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it."    [8] His brothers said to him, "Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?" And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 

What were the events of a dream Joseph had?

· we were binding sheaves of grain in the field

· my sheaf rose and stood upright

· your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down

How did his brothers respond when he told them about them? 

· do you intend to reign over us?

· will you actually rule over us?

· they hated him all them more because of what he had told them

Some background information … Jacob and his 12 sons lived in Canaan.
· Joseph was 17 years old and worked with his brothers tending sheep.

· Jacob loved Joseph more than his other sons.

· As a sign of favoritism, Jacob made Joseph a special coat that either was many colored or was ankle-length and had sleeves.

· Joseph’s brothers bristled at the sight of their father’s expression of partiality.

· They hated Joseph and would not even address him courteously.
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What problems can be caused when parents show favoritism?
· ill feelings between siblings

· the favored child lords it over the others

· the others don’t get the attention or help or guidance they need

· feelings of self-worth suffer

What other kinds of things cause jealousy between siblings?

· favored treatment by parent

· when one excels at something and the others don’t

· where the child is in the sequence of siblings

· oldest may be jealous over attention of baby of the family

· youngest jealous over the older ones having more freedoms

How does boasting get people like Joseph into trouble?

· puts others off

· people get tired of hearing it

· “who do you think you are, anyway?”

· others feel the person has an inflated image of themselves

· the qualities boasted about may be entirely untrue

· if they are true, it can grate on your nerves

Suppose you are one of the brothers.  How do you feel about Joseph?  What thoughts would you have?
· what a jerk

· we’ll see who’s really in charge and who is not, when dad is gone

· I’d like to take that coat and …

· what was dad thinking?

· I’m going to have me a dream and it’s going to be a nightmare for someone

· that Joseph has some kind of ego

· he needs to be put in his place

3.2 Disruption
Listen for what are Judah’s intentions.
Genesis 37:26-28 (NIV)   Judah said to his brothers, "What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? [27] Come, let's sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood." His brothers agreed.  [28] So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 

What did Joseph’s brothers do to him? 

· at first they planned to kill him

· then threw him in a pit

· finally decided to sell him to Ishmaelites and not kill him

· pulled him out of the pit, sold him to traveling band of merchants

· sold him for 20 shekels of silver

· they took him off to Egypt to sell as a slave

What suggests to you that the brothers were worried  about bearing the guilt of Joseph’s death?

· what will we gain if we kill him and try to hide it

· we cannot kill our own flesh and blood

· we can get someone else to do him dirty – the Ishmaelites

· we’ll sell him to the caravan and let them do whatever … won’t be us doing it

· and we’ll make 20 pieces of silver besides

How would Joseph expect his life to change, once he was sold?

· treated like a piece of property

· do the dirty work for a bunch of heathen

· be mistreated, beaten, live a life of misery

· work long and hard

· even death

· never see home or family again

What ways can conflict, in good ways and bad, change someone’s life?

	Good ways
	Bad ways

	· take it as a challenge

· learn to rise above the conflict

· head in new directions

· provides new opportunities

· learn to endure hard times

· learn ways of overcoming hard times
	· become bitter

· end up depressed

· separation from family, friends

· beat you down




What event in the story suggests that God is still at work, even in this situation?

· at first they considered killing him outright and fooling their father with blood on the special coat

· then they just threw him in a pit or cistern … let him worry there or maybe just rot

· finally they sold him to a caravan … 

· which ends him up in Egypt

· so he didn’t die

· and he ends up being in a strategic situation to rescue the family when famine comes

3.3 Destination
Listen for who’s worried now.
Genesis 50:15-21 (NIV)  When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?" [16] So they sent word to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions before he died: [17] 'This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.' Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father." When their message came to him, Joseph wept.  [18] His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your slaves," they said.  [19] But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? [20] You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. [21] So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

What were Joseph’s brothers afraid of?

· after their father was dead

· Joseph might still hold a grudge

· he would pay them back for all the wrongs they did to him

Why do you think their father Jacob’s death would cause the brothers to fear Joseph?

· Joseph may have been holding back vengeance until his father was gone

· the father’s presence would have been a placating influence on revenge

· they knew how bad they had treated him

· Joseph now had the absolute power to do whatever he wanted to them

What was Joseph’s response?

· he wept

· he told them not to be afraid

· he would not act as God and judge

· he pointed out that they had meant it for bad, but God accomplished good from it, the rescue of their family 

· I will provide for you and your families

How is this passage an Old Testament parallel to Romans 8:28?

· Joseph declares that God is in control, even when bad thing happen

· When Satan or evil men do God's people wrong, God has the power to turn the tables and make good things happen

· God accomplishes good things for those who trust Him and obey Him, despite the events of life

· God is not the author of evil; instead He works to bring good out of evil

Joseph saw God’s hand at work, despite his brothers’ ill treatment.  How can we see God’s  role in adversity or unfair treatment in our lives?

· God does not cause the adversity

· God can use the situation to teach us dependence on Him

· God can use bad things that happen to us to accomplish good things

4. Application
4.1 Favoritism, envy, and resentment among members of a group can lead to hatred.
· The group may not then be able to function cooperatively in harmony.

· If you perceive yourself to be in a favored position, evaluate your attitudes to avoid not being perceived as self-righteous or egotistical

4.2 Conflict can disrupt relationships and our course of life
· It can also challenge us to learn and grow in spite of the conflict

· Ask God to give you the right attitude when you experience conflict this week
4.3 God works in ways beyond what we see at the moment
· As we trust Him, He will accomplish His divine purposes

· God works to bring life in its fullness

· Trust Him to accomplish His purposes for you … whatever is going on

Prayer of commitment:  Father, during struggle and conflict, I may forget that while those things may disrupt my plans, they don’t disrupt Yours.  In truth, they may be the very tools You use to accomplish Your good.   I will trust you to accomplish your plans.  In the name of Jesus we pray … Amen.
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