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Stick with Forgiveness

1. Motivate

What makes forgiveness difficult? 
· you still are hurting

· they “done you wrong!”

· seems like you are condoning what the person did

· you don’t really feel like forgiving

· you might be able to say “I forgive” but the memory of the hurt or wrong is still there

· what they did was really bad … maybe even criminal

· down deep, you’d rather knock their block off

· you know you’re supposed to forgive, but you wish you didn’t have to

2. Transition

Relationships grow deeper with forgiveness

· Peter wanted to know about forgiveness

· Today we look at Jesus’ answer and His further teaching on the subject

3. Bible Study

3.1 Keep Forgiving
Listen for Peter’s question.
Matthew 18:21-22 (NIV)   Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 22  Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
So, what was Peter’s question?  
· how often should I forgive when someone wrongs me

· is 7 times enough?

What surprising answer did Jesus give Peter?  
· NOT just seven times

· instead 77 times (or 70 times 7)

What appears to be the attitude behind Peter’s question about forgiveness?

· typical of Jewish legalism thinking

· multiple times of forgiveness implies the person who offended is not truly repentant

· maybe the number of times agreed upon by Jewish scholars was a lower number, say 3

· Peter may have felt 7 was more than generous
Whichever number Jesus used, why do you think he was not intending an exact number?

· Jesus was using hyperbole, exaggeration for effect

· you might keep track of 7 times of forgiveness

· most of us would lose track of how many times before we got to 77

· Jesus was telling us that we should just keep on forgiving

Why do many people want to know the limits of forgiveness?

· they are legalistic in nature

· they really don’t want to forgive

· they feel they have reached their limit – then cannot handle it any more

Note there are some things that unlimited forgiveness does not mean …

· we don’t bless wrongdoing

· we don’t allow cruel people to hurt others without end

· neither should someone feel forced to endure an abusive relationship

3.2 Remember, God Forgave You
Listen for a forgiving king.
Matthew 18:23-27 (NIV)   "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24  As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25  Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26  "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' 27  The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
 In this parable, what did the king want to do? 

· sell the man into servitude in order to pay towards the debt

· also sell his family to be slaves

· note their sale as bond slaves would not totally repay the debt stated … actually just a drop in the bucket 
Look ahead to the next passage and note the contrast of how much was owed by each slave

· 10,000 talents ( more than 100,000 years of wages

· 100 denarius   ( three months of wages

· note that selling the whole family into slavery would not come close to paying off the debt

· at the very least, it would punish the servant for acquiring such debt

What did the indebted servant do?  
· fell on his knees before the king

· asked for patience, begged

· promised to pay back everything

Why is this request for mercy so unreasonable?

· the size of the debt could never be repaid

· the servant didn’t deserve mercy

· he really deserved harsh punishment for running up such a large, unpayable debt

· maybe he had even acquired that much money illegally by embezzlement
Jesus is speaking to an issue that is more than our interpersonal squabbles.  What is the implication for us of the huge amount owed by the king’s slave?
· our sinfulness is a giant offense against God

· it is a “bill” which we cannot ever “repay” or work off

· just as hundreds of thousands of years of work cannot repay a debt, we could never do enough good works to counter balance our sinful condition

How did the king graciously respond to the indebted servant’s desperate plea? (18:27) 
· took pity on him

· canceled the debt

· let him go
Why do you think the master was willing to forgive such a huge debt?

· maybe he figured either way he would never see the money

· in any case he must have been a kind and loving person

· he chose not to be vindictive

How dependent should your forgiveness be on someone else’s apology?

· consider that God has forgiven all people – whether they have received His offer or not

· we must confess and repent and receive that forgiveness by faith

· we can forgive without an apology

· it is the offender who will not know of our forgiveness until they apologize 

What actually happens when you forgive someone?

· you choose not to hold the offense against them

· you know they did it, you know it was wrong, you know they deserve punishment somehow

· you choose not to act in punishment or retribution

Jesus began this parable stating “The Kingdom of Heaven is like …”  What is the significance of this parable being a parable of the kingdom?

· the kingdom of God is the realm where God rules

· God is sovereign and will do as He pleases to do

· God’s sovereignty includes His choice to forgive

· we can experience God’s forgiveness for our sin debt

3.3 Forgive, Because God Forgave You
Listen for a strange twist to the story.
Matthew 18:28-33 (NIV)   "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. … 32  "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33  Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?'
What surprising actions does the recently forgiven servant do?

· finds another servant who owes him money

· the money is absurdly less than what he owed

· with physical violence he demands the money

· when the man is unable to pay immediately the first servant throws the man in jail

What parallels exist in this second scene?

· one man owes another money

· the payment is not immediately available

· mercy and patience are pleaded for

The glaring difference is that now the one owed the money is unwilling to forgive.  Why do you think he took this attitude when he had just been forgiven so much?

· he was a jerk

· he needed a new source of money since his master found out about his embezzlement

· he really didn’t appreciate the forgiveness extended to him

· he was not really repentant

We noted earlier in the lesson that God’s forgiveness of us is illustrated by the master’s forgiveness of the giant debt owed by the first servant.  If we have been forgiven so much, why are we often unwilling to forgive?

· somehow we don’t think of it as the same thing

· we take God’s forgiveness for granted

· we consider the offense against so bad that it cannot be just set aside

· like the first servant, we don’t really appreciate the forgiveness God has extended us

· we so easily forget about God’s forgiveness when we are confronted by someone else’s offense against us

How does refusing to forgive confine us to a type of “prison”?

· in a sense you are controlled by the offense you have perceived

· it can become an obsession

· it affects  your attitudes and actions in so many other areas of your life

· your normal relationships are skewed, twisted, distorted because you hold that grudge

Why is forgiving others actually an act of worship?

· we choose to act in the same way God acted toward us

· we are acting in obedience … God told us to forgive as we are forgiven

· we are declaring that God’s attitude and actions towards us are part of our value system also

4. Application
4.1 A small “bill”
· Think of a recent minor offense by someone against you … they might not even know

· Write the offense on a slip of paper, a “bill”

· Tear up the “bill” and let the person off the hook

4.2 A medium “bill”
· Think of someone who has been an ongoing struggle to deal with … a real pain

· Ask God to help you see this person as He does

· Ask God to help you remove the resentment and unforgiveness you feel
4.3 A huge “bill”
· Consider who might have caused you enormous pain and heartache

· You have experienced grace and forgiveness from God in your life

· Forgive and apply grace as God has done for you
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