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Sharing with Joy

1. Motivate

What do you like so much that you’d rather not share?
· pizza

· my ice cream

· my portion of any dessert

· my choice of the TV program to watch

· my truck/car/boat

· my golf clubs

· my tooth brush!

· my clothes with my kids

· my computer

· my phone/tablet (the kids run down the battery)

2. Transition

Today we look at Paul’s opportunity to share the Gospel message, even though in prison.
· He found that he (and we) can share Christ with joy no matter what.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Joy Despite Hardships
Listen for effects of his bondage.
Philippians 1:12-14 (NIV)  Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. 13  As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14  Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and fearlessly.
How was Paul’s ministry affected by his bondage?  
· it served to advance the gospel

· people throughout the whole palace guard knew about Christ

· they all knew his imprisonment had to do with what he preached

· fellow believers in Rome also preached more courageously and fearlessly

How did Paul’s notoriety work to his advantage? 
· the soldiers that guarded him knew who he was

· no doubt he shared the gospel with them

· he probably became the talk of the barracks

· they knew what he believed

· he may have been the captive, but his guards were a captive audience
When have you been encouraged by the faith and perseverance of others? 
· reading of someone like Deidrick Bonhoffer

· testimonies of others who suffered for Christ, but remained faithful

· stories about how the gospel spread, even though it was officially banned

Why do we sometimes see our circumstances as a hindrance rather than an opportunity?

· we focus on the bad

· all we can think of is the misery of the bad circumstance

· we think we have things figured out as to how events in our lives should happen

· we are not willing to believe what the Scriptures tell us about God working out all things for good for those who love God

· we have too small a concept of God … thinking things are out of control even for Him

How does God sometimes work bad for good in our lives (despite our doubts and confusion)?

· we lose one job to be able to find a better one

· through tough times we learn better how to trust in God's provision and guidance in our lives

· events in our lives provide experiences by which we are better able to minister to others going through similar situations

· bad times teach us not to depend on ourselves, they “crowd” us closer to Christ

3.2 Joy Despite Critics
Listen for more trouble for Paul.
Philippians 1:15-19 (NIV)  It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16  The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17  The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18  But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice. Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19  for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.
What two groups of people were preaching the Gospel?

· some preached out of envy and rivalry

· others preached out of good will

Why would some people preach Christ out of envy and rivalry? 
· selfish ambition

· not sincerely

· hoping to stir up trouble for Paul

· if Paul was being taken out of the picture, they could become more popular

What motivated those who preached out of good will? 

· love for God

· love for Paul

· realize that Paul was still preaching in a new place of opportunity

· in support for what Paul was experiencing

· they preached the same message as Paul 

What made Paul rejoice?  
· either way, the gospel was being preached

· even though their motives weren’t right, at least the Truth of the gospel was being communicated

· God would use that Truth, no matter what the motive of the presenter
What do these verses teach us about sharing Christ?
· share the Gospel, even though your motives may not be entirely right

· proud to speak or afraid to speak … keep sharing Jesus

· we can be imperfect communicators, but God will still use the message

· it is God that convicts/convinces people of their need for a Savior, not us

What are the basic elements of the gospel message?

· God loves every person (John 3:16)

· every person is a sinner (Romans 3:23), so we are separated from a relationship with God

· Jesus has taken the judgment for our sinfulness (Romans 5:8, 6:23)

· We must confess our sinfulness, repent (turn away) from our sinful acts and attitudes

· We must receive by faith (believe what God promises) that Jesus took upon Himself the judgment we deserve, leaving us forgiven and justified

What two things did Paul rely on in his work of communicating this message and while in prison?

· the prayers of the church

· the Holy Spirit

Why should Christians enlist others to pray?

· share the load

· we are told to agree together in prayer 

· Matthew 18:19 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  

· united prayer is a powerful force

· when many people agree on the “goal” of the prayer, then it is not just one person’s fanciful desire … it is something for which many people share the same belief and burden

How can believers’ prayer for one another advance the Kingdom, the Rule of God?

· support each other’s ministry

· brings unity to the ultimate goal of the Rule of God in people’s lives

· many people united are stronger than individuals on their own

· we are told to pray for one another (James 5:16)
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2 Cor. 1:10-11 He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us,  [11] as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.  

3.3 Joy in Life or in Death
Listen for Paul’s expectations.
Philippians 1:20-21 (NIV)   I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21  For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
What were some of Paul’s expectations and hopes?

· not be ashamed

· sufficient courage

· Christ be exalted in him

· whether he lived or died, Christ be exalted

What was Paul’s claim in verse 21?

· to live is Christ

· to die is gain

Why do we sometimes reverse this attitude … “to live is to achieve gain, to die is to see Christ”? What is wrong with this?
· our goal is to accumulate material things as long as we are alive and able

· we seek after fame, fortune, power, popularity

· we figure we’ll only have to face the Lord when we die

· we might think we only need to be spiritual at the end

· meanwhile we’ll pursue our own goals

· the implication of this reversed statement is that if living is achieving gain, then death is the end of achieving gain, thus it is loss … might as well go be with Jesus

So what do you think Paul meant when he said, “to live is Christ”?

· daily relationship with Jesus

· consider the chorus, “Every day with Jesus is sweeter than the day before”

· Paul lived and worked only in the strength of Christ at work in his life

· life was not worth living without that connection to Jesus

How, then was death in any way “gain”?

· no longer struggling with sin (see Romans 7)

· now free from the presence of sin

· now actually with the Lord … not a matter of faith

· Hebrews 11:1 (NIV)  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 
· no longer hoping for being in God’s presence, now you can see and experience it in reality

Application
Treasure Jesus above everything else. 

· Take a few moments to repent of desiring other things more than the Savior. 

· Ask the Father to wean you off the pleasures of sin and this world and deepen your desire to know Jesus more. 

Pray for people you don’t ordinarily pray for. 

· Think about your critics, attackers, or enemies, people you envy. 

· Think about people in other churches. 

· Pray for them to know Christ, and to make Christ known. 

Reach out to people who need to hear the gospel. 

· Identify others you know who need the gospel. 

· Pray for them, and find a way this week to share the gospel with them. 

· Ask the Father to fill you with joy and confidence in sharing Christ this week.

Philippians 1 Word Search

Remember that missionaries, pastors, and even Sunday School teachers depend on the prayers of God's people








Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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