6/25/20147
See Their Worth

1. Motivate

When has your perception of someone changed for the better?
· when they did a good deed

· when I saw them with their family

· he/she wrote a letter of apology

· I read something they posted on Facebook

· saw a “where they are now” posting, years after I had known them

· found out things about the person I didn’t know

· he/she brought me cookies/flowers/…

· when they were the speaker at a church (business, social gathering ...) I attended – they did better than I ever expected

· they won the tournament

2. Transition

When we see others as Christ sees them, we will treat them accordingly.

· Today we look at how David did not treat someone as he should have.

· David treated someone sinfully and tried to cover it with more sins.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Temptations to Use Others
Listen for misused authority.
2 Samuel 11:1-4 (NIV) 1  In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 2  One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3  and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 4  Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then she went back home.
What words and phrases in verse 1 define the setting for this incident in David’s life.

·  it’s springtime

· it’s military campaign time – normally kings lead their armies into war

· David didn’t go … sent Joab with the army

· they are besieging Ammonite city of Rabbah

What happened one night when David couldn’t sleep?

· got up and walked around on the roof of his palace

· from the roof saw a woman bathing

· he saw that she was very beautiful

How did David misuse his authority as king in relation to the woman he observed?

· sent someone to find out about her

· found out who she was

· sent messengers to get her

· took advantage of his position and apparently forced her to have sex with him

· ended up getting her pregnant

David was tempted … why should we anticipate temptations?

· we are still human … we still live in our mortal bodies

· Satan repeatedly tries to get us off track spiritually

Agree or disagree?    … "To be tempted is to sin"

	Agree
	Disagree

	· if you were living right, you wouldn't be tempted

· once you are a real Christian you shouldn't have tempting thoughts or  be in tempting situations
	· even Jesus was tempted

· it is not the temptation that was wrong

· it is yielding to the temptation which becomes sin


David yielded to his temptation In what ways did this end up minimizing the personal worth of Bathsheba, Eliam, and Uriah?
· did not respect them

· did not see them as people with their own rights

· saw her  as just someone who would satisfy his immediate desires and lusts
· ended up destroying the family
Where do we see people objectified or undervalued today?

· human trafficking which goes on

· drug cartels sell what is poison, just to acquire vast wealth

· some employers treat their workers badly

· some politicians treat their constituents as fools, just to perpetuate their own power and influence

· sports figures are sometimes treated as resources to be used up

· some classes or groups of a population are often minimalized (women, homeless people, racial groups, elderly …)

What are some ways we might try to use others for our own benefit?

· get them to do your work

· only choose friends who make us look good
· make friends with someone we think will help us clime a ladder of success
· demand total control in a relationship to make me feel important

· demand “submission” from others (which is not really submission)

· use others to calm my own insecurities – “they deserve to be taken advantage of”

· bully someone else to make me feel powerful

· display arrogance towards others because I am insecure, myself

3.2 Misuse of Authority
Listen for efforts to cover David’s sin.
2 Samuel 11:5-9 (NIV)  The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, "I am pregnant." 6  So David sent this word to Joab: "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent him to David. 7  When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going. 8  Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house and wash your feet." So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him. 9  But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master's servants and did not go down to his house
Again, how did David misuse his authority as king in relation to the woman he observed? 

· David schemed  a way to sidestep the blame
· husband was in the army, away from home

· sent for the husband

· figured he would be glad to be with his wife for a night or two

· that would make everyone figure the child was Uriah’s

What transpired when Uriah reported to the king?

· reported what was going on with the campaign

· David sends Uriah home … go on home and “was your feet”, make yourself comfortable … be with your wife

· sent a gift to the home
Why didn’t Uriah take David up on the invitation to go to his own home? 

· figured he was still in the army

· he’s under Joab’s command

· when you’re serving your country, you give up your family rights

· seemed to be an honorable man … “My buddies can’t visit their families, I shouldn’t do so either”
What can these passages teach us about the progression of sin in how we deal with other people?
· temptation presents itself – “I could use that person to ___”

· we entertain the temptation – “How could I con them into it?”

· we partake of it a little bit

· the little bit causes a desire for more – now we are definitely sinning

· then the sin is rationalized – “He/she had it coming … deserved to be taken advantage of”

· then we try to cover up the sin 

· causes more sins

How can we anticipate these kinds of temptations and stop ourselves from sinning in these situations?

· know that you are not immune

· don't put yourself in situations where you know you could be tempted

· flee temptations – run the other way (sometimes literally)

· continually ask for, receive God's help

3.3 Be Aware of Others’ Needs
Listen for how sins multiplied.
2 Samuel 11:14-17 (NIV)  In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 15  In it he wrote, "Put Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die." 16  So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest defenders were. 17  When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the men in David's army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died.
What further plan did David now implement?
· send Uriah back with a royal communication for the army commander

· Uriah was, in effect, carrying his own death warrant

· told Joab to put Uriah in a group who would attack a dangerous situation

· then have the army pull back … leaving Uriah and others isolated 

· Uriah (and the others) would be killed in the battle

· then King David could take the grieving widow Bathsheba as his wife
In what ways did his plan show a disregard for others, their needs and interests? 
· murder of Uriah

· collateral damage – others killed (murdered) in battle

· Joab now complicit in the murders

· made Bathsheba a widow
What is the danger of trying to cover one sin with another sin?

· probably won't work

· will make things worse, more complicated

· results in more sins

Why is it difficult to acknowledge our sins of mistreating or devaluing others?

· we are ashamed

· we feel separated from God

· we hate to admit we are wrong

· we feel separated from the person we have wronged

· we don't want people to think we are sinners

What are some warning signs that show we’re viewing people as objects or obstacles? 
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we care little for their feelings

· we disregard their needs, their well being

· we treat them nice only so we will please ourselves

· we act selfishly
What are practical ways to value others and treat them accordingly?
· consider their feelings

· act to bless them, even at cost to ourselves
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treat them with agape love … do good things for/to them with no expectation or requirement that they treat us well in return

Application
Evaluate. 

· The tendency of our fallen human nature is to treat people as objects rather than as God’s image bearers. 

· When we do this toward a whole group of people, we see prejudice and racism. 

· Confess to God if there is a group toward which you do not treat with the same respect or worth that God desires. 

Serve. 

· Is there a person in your life you have treated more as an object for your happiness or called a friend as long as he or she can help you? 

· Change your attitude and find a way to serve the person instead of seeing him or her as someone to serve you. 

Restore. 

· Broken relationships are a great hindrance in the local church.
· Maybe you have been on the receiving end of being used or mistreated. 

· Do you have someone with whom you need to be reconciled, or someone you need to encourage to seek reconciliation?


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Secret message solution:


SEE PEOPLE THROUGH GOD’S EYES








ARMY


AUTHORITY


BATHSHEBA


BATTLE


COVERUP


DAVID


FIGHTING


JOAB


KINGS


MESSAGE


PALACE


SEDUCE


SELFISH


TEMPTATION


URIAH


WAR


WIDOW


(Look in all directions)
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