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Return to God’s Word

1. Motivate

When has following directions taken you someplace unexpected?

· to the wrong store
· into a dead end

· to a dirt road

· my un-updated gps had me out in the middle of a field, when really I was on a new road

· my un-updated gps told me to turn when there was no road

· to the wrong end of the shopping center I wanted

· the detour signs ended and I was lost

2. Transition

Nehemiah assembled the people to hear read God’s Word

· It was important for them to learn God’s directions.

· Today we will see that the directions we receive from God’s Word never fail us.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Read God’s Word
Listen for evidence that the people desired to hear God's Word.
Nehemiah 8:1-4 (NIV) 1  all the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel. 2  So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3  He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 4  Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. 
What did the people want Ezra to read? 
· the book of the Law of Moses

· the commands from God for Israel

Who was included in the assembly at the Water Gate?  
· men

· women

· all who were able to understand (seems to imply also children from say 10 or 12 years and up)

What attitude did the people of Israel demonstrate toward the Book of the Law? 

· they were willing to listen for 6+ hours

· they listened attentively

What were some reasons they would have wanted to hear the Word of God?

· it had been nearly 100 years since the people of Israel had lived in the land

· even then, their ancestors had not been very God-fearing people (that’s why they got sent off in captivity)

· they probably did not know or understand Hebrew very well

· they needed it read, translated, explained
What does that say to us about appreciating God's Word?

· we should appreciate the availability of it, the fact that we can have it in our own language

· We should be willing to spend more time in God's Word than just reading a couple of verses and a canned commentary

· All ages need to be exposed to God's Word

· when it is neglected (as it had before the captivity) bad things happen

How do our circumstances impact the way we approach the Bible?

· sometimes we read for information

· other times we seek assurance for God’s presence

· we might study to be able to communicate our faith to an unbeliever

· we could be looking for guidance on how to handle a particular situation

· maybe in our daily reading we go with curiosity, wondering what God has to say to us today

How has your relationship with the Bible changed over time?

· maybe as a youngster, only read Bible stories that were part of a SS class or youth Bible study

· read it as a duty when told you should read every day

· study it in college with an academic approach

· read it to prepare to teach a SS class

Why might reading from the Law have been valuable to a people who desired to be restored to a right relationship with God?

· God’s Word tells us His requirements

· if you want to know what God is like, read what He says, what He has done

· the Bible is God’s communication to His people

· there have been times when God speaks to His people audibly, but for us today, primarily, Scriptures are our source for God’s communication to us

Know this:

· people need to read God's word or have it read to them – early, often

· When you read/hear it you need to understand it

· God's word is powerful Truth – it changes your life 

3.2 Respond to God’s Word
Listen for how people demonstrated fervent worship.
Nehemiah 8:5-6 (NIV)   Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6  Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, "Amen! Amen!" Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
What elements of worship did the people demonstrate?

· the people stood up as he read the Word

· they lifted their hands

· they responded “Amen! Amen!”

· they bowed down and worshiped with their faces to the ground

Why do you think the people were so responsive when Ezra read from God’s Word?

· it was fresh and new, they’d not heard it before

· they recognized it as Truth, reality

· they were hearing Truth which spoke to their hearts

What is the connection between reading the Bible and worshiping God?

· when you realize what God is telling you, then you are in awe of His wisdom and love

· there are scripture portions which model worship and praise for us

· God’s work of redemption is amazing … deserving of our praise

· God’s work of creation is awesome … deserving our praise

In what other ways do we express our respect/reverence for God and for His Word?

· regular and repeated reading, listening

· obeying God's word

· applying it to our lives

· telling others about it and its benefits

· choose it ahead of TV, newspaper, other pursuits

· participate in worship service with joy, excitement, thoughtfulness 
(instead of watching the clock, hoping to get to the restaurant ahead of the Methodists/Assemblies/Church of Christ)

What prevents us from responding more meaningfully and more consistently to God’s Word?

· if you don’t read it, you can’t respond to the Truth that is there

· we read it with our minds elsewhere

· you have to make it a regular, daily part of your life … schedule a time each day (like we do for meals!)

· we get too busy to take the time

· we are distracted by ongoing events
3.3 Study God’s Word
Listen for who helped Ezra.
Nehemiah 8:7-8 (NIV)  The Levites--Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah--instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing there. 8  They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was being read.
Who assisted Ezra on the day of the assembly?

· a group of Levites

· they are named

What appears to have been the primary role of the Levites mentioned?

· instructing the people

· they repeated passages or portions that had been read

· they seemed to be explaining and giving clarity to the passages that had been read

· they may have given examples or applications to the various passages

What contemporary principle can you derive from these verses related to the need for believers to study God’s Word?

· it is good to study in groups

· some believers within a local church body will have the gift of teaching and need to be involved in leading small group Bible studies or Sunday School classes

· the pastor of a congregation will preach and teach from God’s Word and give us explanations and applications of God’s Truth

What steps can you take to better understand and apply God’s Word?

· read it in different versions, to get a better understanding

· when you find a verse or a concept that seems to speak to you, journal your thoughts on that topic

· when you see a promise of God that applies to you, claim it for yourself and for others on your prayer list

· when you read how God worked in a special way, pray that God will do that for situations that concern you

· as you begin to read your Bible, ask God to focus your thoughts on what He has for you this day

Consider some modern helps we have to assist us in our Bible Study

1. Seven steps to improve your Bible study from Campus Crusade for Christ (Cru)


http://www.cru.org/train-and-grow/bible-studies/7-steps-to-improve-your-bible-study.html
2. Rick Warren’s teaching on personal Bible Study, especially the S.P.A.C.E. P.E.T.S.  acronym.

https://dailybible2012.wordpress.com/2012/02/15/rick-warren-bible-study-method-s-p-a-c-e-p-e-t-s/
4. Application
4.1 Begin
· If you don’t have a daily habit of reading Scripture, start today

· A devotional book or web site such as  Our Daily Bread  http://odb.org/ can be helpful

· Scheduling at least 10 – 15 minutes per day in God’s Word can make a big change in your life

4.2 Extend
· If you already have a daily practice of Bible reading and prayer, consider extending that time.

· Increase it from 15 to 30 minutes or from 30 to 45 minutes

· Try to focus more attentively on what it says … keep a journal of your observations and thoughts
4.3 Branch out
· Pray about God’s calling that you might lead a small Bible study group … either in your church or in your neighborhood

· Invite two or three Christian friends to join you to help lay the groundwork for such a group
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