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Return to God

1. Motivate

What is a great way to catch your attention?

· smell of pizza baking

· screech of brakes

· Southern Gospel quartet music

· intro music to Monday Night Football

· sound of a chainsaw in the neighborhood (might be a good log available to carve on)

· sound of sirens

· alarm clock goes off

2. Transition

God had to get Jonah’s attention with the storm and the large fish.

· God called Jonah to preach

· God’s call demanded the proper response

· Today we consider how we also should respond to God’s call
3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Call
Listen for Jonah’s initial response.
Jonah 1:1-3 (NIV)  The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2  "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me." 3  But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.
What elements of these verses describe the importance of the Lord’s call to Jonah?

· God’s words came to Him – it was God actually talking to him

· Go to Nineveh

· preach against it

· God was aware of the wickedness of the city

How did Jonah respond?

· ran away from the Lord

· headed for Tarshish

· went in the opposite direction

When have you not wanted to obey God? 
· do a task that was too hard

· quit doing something that I know I shouldn’t be doing, but my human nature desires anyway

· knew this task was what God wanted, but I was too lazy to do it

· what I was facing was embarrassing

What other rebellious attitudes have you ever had toward the Lord? 
· you can’t tell me what to do

· you never let me have any fun

· I’m mad at you, God … you let this bad thing happen

· what you’re demanding of me is not fair

· why do we have to go to church so many times each week

Jonah was trying to run away from God … why was that impossible?

· God is omnipresent … God is Spirit and is everywhere

· God is omniscient .. knows all things … aware of what is happening at all times

· God knows our thoughts, our motivations, our actions

· you cannot fool God

Why are we sometimes tempted to try to flee from God, even though it is impossible?

· we humanize Him

· we hide stuff from each other all the time

· we feel we can do the same with Him

· we ignore who He actually is, what He can actually do

God spoke to Jonah …what are some ways God communicates to people today?

· through a Scripture passage you might read

· through circumstances

· through preaching of the Word

· through the comments or observations that someone else makes and all of a sudden we realize that is what God is trying to tell us

· through thoughts the Holy Spirit brings to our minds

· maybe through a dream

We know what happened to Jonah when he didn’t listen to God.  What can happen to us when we ignore God’s message to us.

· miss out on God’s blessing

· end up with more problems

· can grow farther out of fellowship with the Lord

· God may have to deal with us in a more direct manner

· you probably won’t get swallowed by a big fish

· but God may have to get your attention some other way

3.2 God’s Persistence
Listen for Jonah’s second response.
Jonah 3:1-3 (NIV)   Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2  "Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you." 3  Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important city--a visit required three days. 
Why do you think Jonah received a second chance?

· God is merciful – He doesn’t treat us as we deserve

· God still wanted the message to be sent to Nineveh

· God wanted also to teach Jonah some different/additional lessons

How was the Lord’s second call of Jonah similar to His first call?

· same city

· same mission

· same basic message

How did it differ?

· first time God said “preach against it”

· second time God said “proclaim the message I give you”

· this time the mission was after and in spite of the fact Jonah had rebelled and run away

· now God had Jonah’s attention

What kinds of folks are we initially reluctant to share our faith with?

· people who are not like us

· people who we know don’t like us

· people we know real well – I’ve never said anything before, what are they going to think now?

· folks who are argumentative and strong willed
How did Jonah respond this time?

· Jonah obeyed

· Jonah went to Nineveh

What words suggest both the magnitude and the complexity of the task?

· this was an important city

· a visit required 3 days

· suggests the size of the city

· also implies the complexity of the layout and/or the different values and philosophies and religious practices he might find

3.3 God’s Grace and Mercy
Listen for how Nineveh reacts to Jonah’s preaching.
Jonah 3:4 – 5, 10 (NIV)     On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: "Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned." 5  The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. … 10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.
What did Jonah tell the Ninevites? (3:4) 
· 40 days until Nineveh will be overturned

· God is going to bring His judgment against this city

· you’ve been involved in evil, now God is going to deal with it
What actions symbolized Nineveh’s repentance?

· they declared a fast – they were so concerned about impending judgment, they gave up eating and cried out to God

· they put on sackcloth

· this was a custom intended to show the extent of their sorrow for their sins

· they degraded themselves to demonstrate their turning away from rebellion and arrogance

How did God respond to their repentance?

· He had compassion

· He did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened

How does God respond to a penitent people?

· forgiveness

· redeem us from our guilty condition

· reinstate our position with Him

What do God’s actions toward Jonah and the Ninevites teach us about His character?

· God is just, righteous … does the right thing

· He is loving

· He is forgiving

· He communicates those attributes to us

Our nation needs to return to God.  What must happen in our personal lives for that to happen?

· confession of and repentance from our own rebellion

· even though we faithfully attend church and worship God, there are often still idols in our lives

· seeking God’s forgiveness

· full obedience and submission to God

How can our group be a safe and supportive place for returning to God?

· lack of condemnation of one another – do away with gossip

· willing to forgive one another

· encouraging one another

· supporting each other in times of spiritual need like we do so often for physical needs
4. Application
4.1 Repent

· Repentance is not a one-time task … whenever we sin we need to repent

· Whenever God convicts (convinces) you of a sinful action or attitude, forsake your sin, turn back to God … immediately
4.2 Obey
· Maybe the Holy Spirit has been nudging you for some time about something you need to take on or give up in order to grow in your relationship with Christ

· If so spend some extended time in prayer this week

· Confess your reluctance to obey

· Commit to do as He directs, trusting in His strength to obey
4.3 Lead
· Someone close to you may need to return to the Lord

· Pray for that person every day

· Make yourself available to God to be His instrument to help this person respond positively
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