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Respond to God’s Gift

1. Motivate

How have you had to go to extreme measure to find and procure a special Christmas gift for someone?

· searched many stores

· saved up a long time to have enough money

· had to get up early on Black Friday (or before) and stand in line

· had to elbow other shoppers out of the way

· had to hide the gift so that person wouldn’t know

· got someone else to buy and store it to keep it a secret

2. Transition

Today we look at how three men went to great lengths to bring their gifts to Jesus

· Even more important is God’s plan to give us the Gift of the Salvation 

· And it all started with a Baby

3. Bible Study

3.1 Seeking the Gift
Listen for why Herod was disturbed.
Matthew 2:1-6 (NIV) After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem [2] and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." [3] When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. [4] When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. [5] "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: [6] " 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'" 
Answer the journalist questions … Who? What? When? Where? Why?

What persons were mentioned in this passage?

· Jesus, King Herod, Magi, the King of the Jews, chief priests, teachers, the Christ

What place locations were mentioned?

· Bethlehem in Judea, Jerusalem, the east, Bethlehem, Judah, Israel

When did all of this take place?

· after Jesus was born in Bethlehem, during the time of King Herod

Why was Herod so upset?

· he was paranoid about any potential enemies to his rule

· if someone possibly thought there was a child that could become the king, Herod could see coup all over it

· he even had people of his own family done away with because they might try to seize the throne

What was extraordinary about the visit of these men from the east?

· they came a long way

· they were gentiles, why/how would they be interested in a royal birth

· they were led there by a star

· they came without knowing the whole story, the specifics of where to go

· (some people quip that if they were “wise women” instead of wise men, they’d not have had to ask for directions and they would have brought something useful, like a casserole!)

What do we learn about Jesus from the quote of Micah in verse 6?

· Jesus would come from (be born in) Bethlehem

· this would make Bethlehem famous

· Jesus would be a ruler

· He would be a shepherd of the people of Israel

Herod felt that the Baby Jesus (the potential king) was in competition with him.  Actually, Herod was in competition with God, Himself.  How can we tell if someone or something is in competition, vying for God’s position of ruler in our lives?

· by how much time we spend involved in something, with someone

· by considering how much money we spend on that thing or that person

· by observing what tends to fill our thoughts, our dreams, our wishes

· by what we constantly talk about to others

· the types of books, magazines we read … how much, how often

· what kinds of plans we make

If the scholars knew what the scriptures said about the promised Messiah, why do you think they did not go worship Him themselves?

· they didn’t believe the gentile astronomers/astrologers

· they figured the Messiah would make a more grand and glorious entry onto the scene

· the appearance of the Messiah would be more obvious

· they thought His role would become evident when He assumed political or military power

They missed the Truth God had placed in scripture.  What are some ways in which we do not miss Truth God wants us to know as we study His Word?

· ask God to reveal it to you

· read it with an open mind

· learn some good study techniques

· look for what it says, what it means, what God wants you to do about it

3.2 Rejecting the Gift
Listen for why Herod talked with the wise men secretly.
Matthew 2:7-8 (NIV)   Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. [8] He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him."  …   [16]   When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi 

What exactly were Herod’s requests?

· precisely when did the star appear

· go find the child

· when you find out where he is, make sure to come and let me know

· tell me so I can go worship him also

As mentioned above, Herod felt threatened by Jesus.  Why and how does our secular culture feel threatened by Jesus?

· they want to be in control of their own lives

· they feel Jesus’ declaration of being the only way is too narrow

· God’s requirements put restrictions on their lifestyle

· other things in their lives are more important than God

· they want to separate themselves from God’s influence on them

· they believe it is no fun being a Christian

Why is it a bigger problem to ignore Jesus or to try to contain or control Him?

· Jesus’ power and authority is supreme

· right now, God allows our free will to let us make our own choices

· eventually all creation will bow down in submission to Him

· the sentence for our sinful condition is eternal death, eternal separation from God

· better to submit willfully now than to do so under sentence of eternal damnation

Consider each of the following which are reasons that some people (even believers) oppose or ignore Jesus’ superiority and authority.  What are ways in which we can counter these attitudes and allow Jesus to rule?

	Fear
	· don’t be afraid of what others think or say

· instead fear, stand in awe of who He is

· read, study about His power, authority, majesty, love

	Apathy
	· read about God’s love for you

· consider how much He suffered, just for you

· thank Him daily for His provisions in your life

	Pride
	· consider the attributes of God

· note the contrast between who He is and how puny you are

· look for ways in which you see the beauty and design of His creation

	Selfishness
	· ask God to give you a generous spirit

· consider the Fruit of the Spirit and how our attitudes are changed by the presence of God’s Holy Spirit in our lives


3.3 Worshiping the Gift
Listen for
Matthew 2:9-12 (NIV)  After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. [10] When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. [11] On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. [12] And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

Let’s enumerate all the  milestones have we seen in the whole lesson which lead the wise men to Jesus.

· when they were in their homeland in the east they saw the star

· they made the connection between the star and the appearance of a new king who deserved their worship

· they traveled a long way for a long time

· they had to consult with local experts and deal with local politicians

· they followed the star which appeared again for the final destination

Consider that we sometimes begin a spiritual journey as directed by God …

and we can feel like the divine guidance fades away before reaching the destination.

What kinds of encouragement to keep pushing on in your spiritual journey do you see in our study today?

· a journey takes time, you need to be patient

· the destination is worth the effort

· God gives direction when we need it (at the beginning, at strategic points along the way)

· you must be willing to ask for direction and not just forge ahead blindly

· God’s direction is found in His Words

What words and phrases describe the worship exhibited by the wise men?

· they were overjoyed

· bowed down and worshiped

· opened treasures, 

· presented them to him

How do these elements of worship suggest to us how we can better worship Jesus, the Messiah?

· worship should be a joyful expression (not a drudgery, not a time of frustration for various subgroups of the church – being forced into a musical mold where you don’t feel comfortable)

· the focus should be on Jesus … not on self or a pastor or a worship style

· we need to bow down  … physical kneeling models, demonstrates spiritual submission

· God deserves our treasures … not our leftovers

4. Application
4.1 What star like, shining deed can you do today to point a non-Christian friend to Christ?

· Share the FAITH message

· Invite them to a Sunday School fellowship activity or to a special church event

· Share a meaningful Gospel tract or video of a Gospel presentation

4.2 Consider all the different responses to Jesus by the people in our passage … the chief priests and scribes, King Herod, and the wise men

· Everyone today can be placed in one of these three groups

· Based on the way you respond to Jesus

· Seek to follow the example of the wise men who bowed down in surrender to the lordship of Jesus

4.3 Over the next week, consider some ways in which you can worship Jesus just by the way you live throughout the day

· By making sure to spend time with Him

· By submitting to His leadership, His ownership of your life

· By giving of your resources as a gift that would offer praise and worship
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