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Redeemed from Devastating Failure

1. Motivate

What is one of your favorite comeback stories?

· home team comes from behind

· student fails first test, still pulls an A

· once told a student he needed 105% on final to get an A for the course … he did so much better than the rest of the class that when I established a curve, he got 105%

· race car driver one lap down, still comes from behind to win the race

· kid falls down on first lap of a 1600m race, gets up and wins the race

· tennis player two sets down, comes back to win the next 3

· cooking show contestant, messes up first round, still avoids getting chopped, aces next two rounds to win

2. Transition

Today we look at someone who made a comeback … Peter
· God can redeem us and bring us back from even our worst failures.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Denying Jesus
Listen for why Peter cried.
Luke 22:54-62 (NIV)  54  Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance.  55  But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them.  56  A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, "This man was with him."  57  But he denied it. "Woman, I don't know him," he said.  58  A little later someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of them." "Man, I am not!" Peter replied.  59  About an hour later another asserted, "Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean."  60  Peter replied, "Man, I don't know what you're talking about!" Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed.  61  The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times."  62  And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
What had happened to Jesus? 
· he was seized in the Garden of Gethsemane

· taken to house of high priest 
For what reason did Peter follow Jesus "at a distance"? 
· wanted to see what happened

· still realized the danger of being too closely associated with Jesus who was being dragged off

How was Peter confronted and what were his responses?

	Confrontation
	Response

	· servant girl: “this man was with Him”

· man said, “you also are one of them”

· another man, “certainly this fellow was with Him, for he is a Galilean”
	· “woman I don’t know Him”

· “Man, I am not!”

· “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about”


What happened when Peter responded with denial the third time? 
· just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed

· Jesus turned and looked straight at Peter

· Peter remembered, Jesus’ prediction/warning

· he went outside and wept bitterly
What would make Peter deny that he knew Jesus, when earlier he said he was willing to die for Him? 
· scared

· blindsided by events

· not thinking straight

· overtired

· overwhelmed by events

What are some ways we deny Jesus today?

· back down when challenged concerning our faith

· not answering sincere questions people might have

· keep quiet when someone comments negatively about Christianity

· afraid to thank the Lord for our food in public

· don’t invite people to church

How was Peter’s denial of Christ different from Judas’s betrayal of Jesus? 
	Judas
	Peter

	· turned completely against Jesus

· conspired to get him killed

· took money for it

· scripture says influenced by Satan
	· temporary bad choice

· immediately repented

· later went on to accomplish great things

· later empowered by God’s Holy Spirit


How should we respond when we fail to obey Christ? 
· repentance

· confession

· seek, receive forgiveness

· tell the Lord you are trusting Him to enable you to live victoriously
What methods does God use to make us aware of ways we need to get our relationship with Him fixed or healed? 
· convicting/convincing work of God’s Holy Spirit

· read, hear specific scripture speaking to specific issues in our lives

· events in our lives to get our attention (like a 2x4 “up the side of your head”)

· a Bible study or sermon we hear … it’s like the presenter was looking inside your head or heart
How should we respond to the convicting voice of God? 
· confession – agree with God … this is SIN

· repentance – turn around head the other direction

· seek and receive God’s forgiveness

3.2 Testifying about Jesus
Listen for evidence of how Peter changed.
Acts 4:8-12 (NIV)  8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people!  9  If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed,  10  then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.  11  He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone'.  12  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 
 How did Peter answer the council’s question?  
· you’re accusing us of doing wrong when we acted in KINDNESS!?

· we did something evil in healing a cripple?

· if you want to know how it happened, it is in the name/authority of Jesus

· remember, Jesus is the fellow you crucified

· also remember God raised Him from the dead!
How did Peter’s reference to Psalm 118:22 relate to the resurrected Lord?  
· “stone that was rejected, has become the capstone”

· Jesus is the man you did away with, could see nothing good about

· turns out He is the very foundation of all that is righteous and good

· salvation found in no one, in nothing else the only Name by which we must be saved
What is the most difficult situation we might face because of our faith in Christ? 
· made fun of

· criticized for telling the truth, 

· criticized for taking the biblically correct action 

· maybe censured for politically incorrect speech or actions when speaking truth was the right thing to do 
· loss of job for refusing to go along with illegal or unethical activities
How does the presence of the Holy Spirit transform our failures and empower our witness?

· we learn a lesson

· we learn not to depend on our own strength or wisdom

· God opens up opportunities in spite of our failure

· we learn God’s strength in turning things around

What are some of the ways God’s forgiveness can make a difference in one’s life?

· don’t drag around a load of guilt

· not bound by Satan’s accusations of Satan (the great accuser)

· put us back into fellowship with the Lord

· restore joy in one’s life

3.3 Pointing Others to Jesus
Listen for who is astonished.
Acts 4:13 (NIV) 13  When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.
What did the authorities discover or take note of about Peter and John?

· courage

· unschooled

· ordinary men

· fishermen

How did the authorities respond to Peter and John? 
· astonished

· realized that these men had been with Jesus

· they preached the same

· they also healed in a similar manner

How can we prepare ourselves for the costs we may have to pay for following Christ? 
· determine/decide ahead of time to make right choices

· maybe even have answers ready and practiced

· teens can have answers ready when confronted with specific temptations by their peers

· give teens an out – let them blame you, their parents for not being allowed to be involved in certain activities

· make sure family members know that you will support them as they make right choices

· also make sure they know you will forgive when they make wrong choices

· be “prayed up” … keep open communications with God early and often, each day

What encouragement do you take from Peter’s story?

· even though he failed, God still turn his life around

· God is in the business of redeeming, not accusing or condemning those who repent
How can we support one another in moving past our failures?

· do away with gossip

· pray for one another

· find an accountability and prayer partner

· be willing to forgive
· remember that you might fail in a similar (or different) way, just as badly, just as easily
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Application
Repent

· Is there failure in your life … recent or maybe long ago?

· Lay it before Jesus today, confess it, repent

· Leave your guilt behind you and by faith receive God’s forgiveness and strength to live victoriously
Encourage

· Consider our responses to “supporting one another to move past our failures”

· Maybe someone you know is still struggling with a past failure or with forgiving themselves

· Consider how you might encourage and support them

Share

· Recall how you came to Christ … including any previous failures which God dealt with specifically

· Chronicle your story, write it down in such a way that does not glorify the failures, but lifts up Jesus

· Ask God for an opportunity to share this with someone who is struggling with failure


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Peter’s Crossword


Across


1. God raised Jesus from the _?_


2. the _?_ crowed


5. Peter was _?_ with the Holy Spirit


6. "this man was with him, for he is a _?_"


7. he went outside and wept _?_





Down


1. Peter followed at a _?_


3. Jesus is the _?_ the builders rejected


4. _?_ found in no one else
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