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Redeemed from Crippling Doubt

1. Motivate

When have you something that made you respond, “I’ll believe that when I see it”?

· they’re going to put a man on the moon

· you could win big bucks in the lottery

· we’re going to Disney World

· the Cowboys are going to the Super Bowl

· Bill Gates is giving out free computers

· Donald Trump apologized
2. Transition

Lots of things people say are hard to believe
· However, when God says something, believe it for sure!

· Today we look at someone who doubted … at first

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Word is Sure
Listen for why Zacharias was frightened.
Luke 1:11-17 (NLT)  While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the incense altar.  12  Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear when he saw him.  13  But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him John.  14  You will have great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth,  15  for he will be great in the eyes of the Lord. He must never touch wine or other alcoholic drinks. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even before his birth.  16  And he will turn many Israelites to the Lord their God.  17  He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah. He will prepare the people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and he will cause those who are rebellious to accept the wisdom of the godly.” 
Why was this possibly the most important day in Zechariah’s life?  What was he doing?

· in the Temple 

· his turn to minister in the Holy Place

· burning incense at the altar

· possibly the one time in his life as a priest to minister in this capacity

What experience gripped Zechariah with fear? 
· he was in the holy place of the temple

· this was probably a once in a life time opportunity for a priest

· when he gets there an angel of the Lord appeared

· he was shaken, overwhelmed with fear
What was the message from the angel?

· don’t be afraid

· your prayer has been heard, your wife will bear a son, name him John

· he will be a joy and delight to you, he will cause many to rejoice

· he will be great in the sight of the Lord

What words or phrases in these verses suggests God was about to do something BIG?

· great joy and gladness

· great in the eyes of the Lord

· filled with the Holy spirit, even before his birth

· turn many Israelites to the Lord

· a man with the spirit and power of Elijah

· turn the hearts of fathers

· cause rebellious to accept wisdom of godly

Why do you think Zechariah and Elizabeth were entrusted with the knowledge of God’s purpose for the life of their son? 
· they had prayed long for a child

· big things were happening, they needed to be on board

· they were playing an important role in a major event that turned history around

· so they would be on board with what God was doing

· so they would realize the importance of this son … was not just an individual blessing of a son after a long wait
Why do you think God chose to use this couple?

· their heritage (both born of priestly tribe)

· they had a desire, a motivation to be obedient, godly

· they had persistence to make the right choices

· they had a desire to treasure and nurture a special little baby, someone who would have an important task

What could God do in a person’s life today that would have as big an impact as the angel’s visit to Zechariah – either the means or the content of the communication?

· have them change jobs

· move them to a completely different city

· a special dream

· a word of knowledge or prophecy from a perfect stranger or from someone unexpected

· God gives you a large sum of money with specific instructions as to how to use it

· God provide an unexpected open door of opportunity for service

3.2 Hindered by Doubt
Listen for evidence of unbelief.
Luke 1:18-20 (NLT)  Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure this will happen? I’m an old man now, and my wife is also well along in years.” 19  Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent me to bring you this good news! 20  But now, since you didn’t believe what I said, you will be silent and unable to speak until the child is born. For my words will certainly be fulfilled at the proper time.”
What conclusions can we draw about Zechariah from his answer to the angel’s announcement? 
· he was surprised

· he wasn’t sure about what he was hearing

· he knew the human impossibilities

· apparently he lacked faith
What were the two  “I am” statements?

· I am an old man

· I am Gabriel

What was the significance of the two claims?

	Zechariah
	Gabriel

	· I’m old, my wife is old

· what you are saying cannot happen

· no way we can have a child

· you don’t realize what you are saying

· you’ve got to prove to me what you are saying
	· I am the angel/messenger from God

· God, Himself is sending this message

· God's power is at work in this situation

· what will happen does not depend on your personal limitations and frailties


What was the purpose of the angel’s causing an inability to speak?

· Zechariah had asked for a sign – “How can I be sure?”

· It was a rebuke or punishment for the measure of unbelief expressed

In what situations have you found it difficult to walk by faith?

· loss of a job, sudden loss of a loved one

· physical emergencies

· in the midst of family tragedies

· long term illness

· financial misfortunes

How can we ask questions of God without drifting into doubt?

· preface the question with a declaration of faith

· I can ask how to prepare

· ask when it will happen

· ask “Lord I believe, help me with my unbelief”

· please increase my faith to take this all in

How does God communicate to us to convince us He is really revealing Himself to us?

· repeated exposure to verses/concepts on a certain topic (Sunday School, morning message, radio program)

· sequence of events which tie together to get God's point across

· comments or exhortations by someone along with events and Scripture

· God's Holy Spirit works in our mind and our emotions, convincing/convicting

3.3 Obedience – Joyous Praise
Listen for a miracle.
Luke 1:59-65 (NLT)   When the baby was eight days old, they all came for the circumcision ceremony. They wanted to name him Zechariah, after his father.  60  But Elizabeth said, “No! His name is John!”  61  “What?” they exclaimed. “There is no one in all your family by that name.”  62  So they used gestures to ask the baby’s father what he wanted to name him.  63  He motioned for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s surprise he wrote, “His name is John.”  64  Instantly Zechariah could speak again, and he began praising God.  65  Awe fell upon the whole neighborhood, and the news of what had happened spread throughout the Judean hills. 
When did Elizabeth’s relatives come to visit her child? Why?  
· baby was 8 days old

· circumcision ceremony

· naming of the child
What was the relatives’ response when Elizabeth told them the child wouldn’t be called Zechariah?  
· why “John”?

· no one in your family by that name

· where’d you come up with that name?

· are you sure?
Why was Zechariah’s voice restored?
· acknowledging or affirming the choice of the name, “John” was an act of obedience and faith

· when we trust and obey God, he counts it to us as righteousness

· God was telling Zechariah, “OK, I can see you believe me now and obey”

· “You’ve learned your lesson … you are trusting me now”

What was the effect of all these events on the people in the region in which Zechariah and Elizabeth lived? (1:65-66) 
· awe fell upon the whole neighborhood

· news of what happened spread throughout the region

· people were impressed … God must be up to something

· amazing events … baby born to elderly couple, dad struck unable to speak, then suddenly able to speak

( Note that God is often not worried about our customs or what is “normal”

· He wants us to be obedient

· He wants us to trust Him

· even though what he promises, what we pray for seems impossible

· He may have an important role for us to play for which we don’t see the long term implications
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Application
Remember

· Make a list of times when God used you in ways you would never dreamed of or imagined

· Remember these amazing instances of His power at work in you

· Rejoice in His grace

Pray

· Maybe doubts about what God can do through you affect your prayers

· Put these doubts away, start praying bigger, bolder prayers

· Confess your doubts to God and ask Him to use you any way He wants to

Act

· Is God calling you to a specific task?

· Maybe big, maybe small

· Whatever it is, act on it

· Your obedience is evidence of your trust in God

Zechariah Crossword
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Down


2. God has heard your _?_


3. Zechariah said he was _?_


5. the angel said he stood in the _?_ of God


6. what to name the baby





Across


1. Zechariah was unable to _?_


4. he will have the spirit and power of what prophet


7. the angel said “ _?_ not” (the angel always says this)


8. where Zechariah was serving


9. he must never touch _?_


10. he will be _?_ with the Holy Spirit
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