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Power Like No Other

1. Motivate

What forms of power really get your attention?

· thunderstorm … lightening

· watching an automobile race … Formula 1, Sprint Cup, Indy Cars

· hurricane, blizzard, tornado

· military fighter aircraft

· watching a 747 take off

· a space launch

· when my spouse gets upset!

· a praying grandparent

2. Transition

Some of this power is man-made

· Ultimately all power is attributed to God

· Today we look at how Jesus has power over all our fears.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Asleep In the Boat
Listen for Jesus’ posture.
Mark 4:35-38 (NIV)  That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side." 36  Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37  A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38  Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. 
Where were Jesus and His disciples going?    How? 
· to the other side of the lake (See of Galilee)

· out on the lake in a storm

· a group of boats at first, then by themselves, apparently
Why did the disciples take Jesus along "just as He was"? 
· maybe he was tired

· He was taking a nap in the stern of the boat

· He had been speaking, teaching for a good long time

How do you think Jesus felt after long days of teaching the people, responding to His opponents, and healing the sick? 
· physically tired

· emotionally exhausted

· spiritually wrung out

What emergency situation arose? 

· furious squall came up

· waves breaking over the boat

· no doubt they were bailing  
What are some ways we typically respond to frightening or emergency situations?

· “When you worry, when you doubt, run in circles, scream and shout”

· cry

· hide under the bed

· pray

· call 911

· run the other way

· get mad, get even

· chocolate

Why were the disciples surprised with Jesus? 
· despite the storm he was sleeping

· wind, waves spraying them and He lies there asleep

· He was seemingly unaware

· despite the tossing of the boat, He continued to sleep

When have you ever felt as the disciples did—distressed at events out of control? 
· sick with a lot of pain

· run out of gas in the middle of nowhere, no one else around

· illness that was sort of private and you didn’t really feel like talking about it with anyone

· sudden loss of a job

· when you were off to college far from home and struggling with a course

What have been some of the "storms" in your personal life? 
· children’s illness, especially little ones

· car accident

· loss of job

· loss of a loved one

· stressful situation at work

· dealing with teenagers

· dealing with aging parents

Why do you think Jesus could sleep during such dire circumstances then?  Now?   Was/Is He really asleep?
· He was really tired then (as a human).
· He knew down deep that His Heavenly Father was with Him and protecting Him

· He had the peace of God within Him

· the Spirit of God was producing the Fruit of the Spirit … including peace and joy

· Now … Psalm 121:4 (NIV)  indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

3.2 Addressing the Storm
Listen for the disciples’ rebuke.
Mark 4:38-39 (NIV)  The disciples woke him and said to him, "Teacher, don't you care if we drown?" 39  He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.
 What is significant about the disciples’ questioning Jesus by asking, "Don’t you care if we drown?" (4:38) 
· was more of an accusation than a question

· they were full of fear and Jesus seemed oblivious to it

· He was sleeping and they needed all hands bailing

· “don’t just lay there, DO SOMETHING!”
How did Jesus solve the dilemma He and His disciples were facing? (4:39) 
· Jesus commanded the wind and the waves

· “Quiet” … “Be Still”

· they were reacting to the events

· Jesus altered the events

· Jesus was in command of the situation that they could only react to

What did Jesus bring to the situation?

· power

· authority

· peace

· control of an out of control situation

How have you learned that God really does care?

· when you felt the lowest, God reached in and solved the problem

· the answer came, the need was met

· God might not be early, but He is never late

· sometimes you learn that all you have to do is ask, to pray
· other times the lesson you have to learn is patience 

How can we reconcile the truth of Jesus’ power with the fact that He doesn’t always calm the storm?

· God might want you to realize that His power is at work to take you through the storm

· God’s lessons for us differ from time to time

· sometimes we learn protection

· sometimes we learn a lesson of how to deal with a storm

· sometimes he plucks us out of the storm

3.3 Awe-Inspiring!
Listen for Jesus’ rebuke.
Mark 4:40-41 (NIV)   He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?" 41  They were terrified and asked each other, "Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!"
Why do you think Jesus rebuked His disciples? 
· they were scared … with Him in the boat

· He accused them of a lack of faith

What was the answer to the rhetorical question that the disciples asked in their amazement? 
· their fear of the storm went away

· now they are in awe of Jesus

· they begin to see that He had power beyond anything they might have imagined

What did the disciples learn about Jesus from this event? (4:39-41) 
· Jesus’ power

· Jesus’ authority

· He wanted them to trust Him

· Jesus was no ordinary man

· they are beginning to realize that they have joined up with more than just a sharp young rabbi
Why did Jesus stilling of the storm lead the disciples to stand in such awe of Him?

· they had been in storms before

· they didn’t know anyone who had that kind of power and authority

· then He accuses them of lack of faith

· all of a sudden things that were out of control were at peace

· how did He do that??!!

· storms don’t just instantly go from wild to perfect calm

· they might quickly go from calm to wild, but not the other way

How has God helped you handle your fears and frustrations during difficult times? 
· God gives you a Scripture verse or passage that speaks directly to the situation

· someone offers a bit of advice that was exactly what you needed

· in a Bible Study or a sermon you hear a valuable Truth that is just what you needed 

How can you learn to trust more completely in the power and authority of Jesus? 
· daily communication with God

· reading and thinking seriously about what God says

· talking to God telling Him your problems

· claiming God’s promises every day

4. Application
4.1 Write it down
· Consider a “storm” you have been or are going through

· Write down a detailed description of this experience

· Read John 16:33 each day this week and talk to God about how you are trusting Him

John 16:33 (KJV) These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
4.2 Review what you have written
· Evaluate where your focus has been … on your storm or on Jesus

· Memorize John 16:33

· Claim God’s promise of peace
4.3 Pray together
· Sometimes we experience the “storm” with others

· Invite these others to meet together once a week to pray and encourage one another to trust Jesus to care for each of you
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