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One Great Savior

1. Motivate

When was a time you got lost?

· missed the turn on a detour

· wandered off the path in the woods

· accidentally took an exit off the freeway in the middle of the city and couldn’t find an entrance ramp

· trying to find an address in a suburb

· GPS sent us out into middle of nowhere

· couldn’t find the stadium where our team was playing an away game

· in a large store, couldn’t find the rest of my family

2. Transition

The reality is each one of us is spiritually lost if we are without Jesus.
· God offers us hope and forgiveness through Jesus Christ
· Today we study Paul’s description of this hope in Romans 5

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Died for Us
Listen for evidence of God’s love.
Romans 5:6-8 (NIV)  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
What are words and phrases which describe when Christ died?

· at just the right time

· when we were still powerless

· while we were still sinners

Paul said we were powerless, helpless.  What feelings or kinds of situations do you associate with being powerless?

· you see something happening but are unable to change it

· you see an item fall but there is no way you can stop it or catch it

· in a dream you try to run but feel like your feet are unable to move

· feelings of frustration, fear, desperation 

( That was our condition, our situation when Christ died to provide our salvation

Why do we sometimes deny or struggle to recognize we are powerless or helpless?
· we like to think we are good people

· in our culture, our society we have a “can do” attitude

· I can fix what is wrong

· if there is a problem, I can work out a solution

· don’t want to admit I am a bad person, a sinner … unable to solve the problem
Paul suggests “for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.”  What kinds of situations might he be talking about?

· a soldier falling on a grenade to save his fellow soldiers

· someone who puts themselves in danger by donating one of their kidneys to a close relative

· a Secret Service agent must be willing to take a bullet to protect the president

These kinds of actions, these kinds of situations are limited.  Just how is human love limited?

· you probably wouldn’t jump on a grenade for someone you don’t like

· we cannot love those who do not love us, those who abuse or harm

· when someone wrongs us repeatedly, we must escape

· if someone quits loving us, our response is usually the same

· we are incapable of really loving more than a few close people

How is God’s love unlimited?

· He continues to love us even if repeatedly rejected

· He loves us enough to have died for us

· He continues to seek after us, even when we turn our backs on Him

· He has done this and continues to do this for every person who ever lived
What do these verses teach us about God’s character?
· God loves us, even when we don’t deserve it

· God is powerful and sovereign, able to solve the problem we cannot

· God deals with sin in a way we cannot, in a way we might never think of

· God is holy (unique, separate, different) and righteous/just … the sin problem had to be solved

How can God’s  love be lived out in our lives towards others around us?

· sacrificial giving of resources to help others

· going out of our way to show kindness

· returning kindness for meanness 

· Jesus talked about going the extra mile  (Matthew 5:41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.)

3.2 Jesus Saves Us
Listen for how we are justified.
Romans 5:9 (NIV)   Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!
 What aspect of Christ’s death justifies a person in God’s sight?  
· Jesus’ shed blood

· Jesus actually died in our place … we deserved death/destruction because of our sin

· Jesus took that punishment upon Himself
What is the relationship between God’s’ love and His wrath?
· God’s wrath is declared against sin and sinners

· He is a Holy (unique/separate/different) being cannot stand the presence of evil/sin/rebellion against Him

· we deserve death/destruction

· He took that punishment upon Himself

· He loved us so much that He experienced the death we deserved

God declares all believers to be righteous (justified by faith in Christ) in the present.

What does it mean to be justified?  What are some synonyms of the word ‘justified’?

· made right

· vindicated

· made acceptable

· excused

· declared right

· just as if you never sinned

· just as if you always did right
What are the benefits of being justified with God? 
· in right standing with God

· no longer guilty of sinful status

· no longer guilty of sinful actions and attitudes

· can be united with God … eternally

· receive eternal life .. eternal union with God
How does the salvation God offers affect our past, present, and future?

	Past
	Present
	Future

	· previous sins forgiven

· past offenses blotted out

· sins forgotten by God (He chooses not to act on the offenses)
	· peace with God

· God’s presence in our lives in person of the Holy Spirit

· Fruit of the Spirit

· Spiritual armor, weapons

· Spiritual gifts
	· eternal union with God

· no punishment for sins (ever)

· death is not an end, it is beginning of beautiful existence in Heaven


3.3 Jesus Reconciles Us
Listen for how we are reconciled.
Romans 5:10-11 (NIV)  For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11  Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
How were we formerly God’s enemies? 
· sinful condition

· in rebellion (passive and/or active) against who God is

· before repentance, confession of our sin we are stuck in sinful actions and attitudes

· before receiving God’s forgiveness by faith, we are in rebellion against God

What kinds of things can happen to captured enemies?

· put in POW camp (anything from Stalag 13 to the “Hanoi Hilton”)

· abused

· even executed

· maybe put to slave labor

In contrast, God provides a means of salvation for us … because He loves us!

What are some synonyms for “reconciled” 
· restore friendly relations between

· cause to coexist in harmony

· make or show to be compatible

· settle a disagreement

· accommodate

· appease

· assuage

· harmonize

· pacify

· placate

· resolve differences

How does Christ’s death reconcile us with God?

· God’s requirement for sin’s punishment (death) is satisfied

· a death was recorded which counted for the death I deserved

· God’s anger against my sin is assuaged

· my sinfulness has been justly punished, now I can know and experience a relationship with God
If God has demonstrated His love to us through Jesus’ death, what can we anticipate concerning our future relationship with God? 

· we are reconciled to Him, we are no longer His enemies because of our sinful condition

· we are saved from the penalty of sin because He died in our place
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we are saved from the power of sin in our lives, given a new life, a new power at work in our lives

· eventually (in heaven) we will be rescued from the very presence of sin

Application
Create a prayer list. 

· List the names of family or friends who need to be saved. 

· Commit to praying for them daily. 

· Ask the Lord to open their eyes to their spiritual condition.

Share your testimony. 
· Write out the story of your own salvation. 
· Pray for the opportunity to share your testimony. 
· Ask God to give you the courage to be faithful in your witnessing.

 Invite people. 
· Follow up those people with whom you share your testimony

· Invite them to your Bible Study group or to your home for fellowship

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Write out your answer to your friend’s question











So, if I really am a sinner, how can I fix the problem?  How did you get things made right?
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