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Life in the Church

1. Motivate

What is the best thing about being a part of a group that has a “family feel” to it?
· belonging

· help whenever you need it

· you can be yourself and they still love you

· a place where you are accepted

· you are understood

· you have sanctuary from the rest of the world

· you help each other

· you know and understand the “rules”

· you know what is expected of you (unlike new and strange environments)

2. Transition

Believers do belong to a family … the Body of Christ, the Church

· We love and serve Christ when we love and serve His Body, the Church.
· We minister to each other within that Body
3. Bible Study

3.1 Ministry of Prayer
Listen for coming events.
2 Peter 3:3-4 (NIV)  First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4  They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation."  1 Peter 4:7 (NIV) 7  The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.
What did Peter say would occur in the last days?  
· scoffers will come

· they follow their own evil desires

· they will ask “where is this ‘coming’ Jesus promised?”

· they will claim everything is the same … nothing has happened, or will happen
What did Peter instruct his readers to do since the end of all things was near?  
· be clear minded

· be self-controlled

· be in prayer
These verses have a “therefore.”  What is the “therefore” there for?

· Peter’s advice and instructions is based on what preceded the “therefore”

· because the end is near, clear thinking and prayer are important

In what way is the end of all things even nearer now? 
· many important prophecies have come to pass (Israel as a nation)

· there are “wars and rumors of wars”

· the Gospel is spreading to more and more people groups

· About 7,000 languages are known to be in use today.
· More than 2,400 languages across 130 countries have active translation and linguistic development work happening right now.

· More than 1,600 languages still need a Bible translation project to begin.
How did the early church’s anticipating Christ’s soon return affect their choices and approach to life?

· they were likely active in reaching others with the Gospel

· they were careful how they lived

· they looked forward with anticipation (like we looked forward to Christmas as a kid)

How would knowing that the world was going to end this year change the way you think or act? 
· get my act together,  straighten out my life

· be careful what you do, say, where you go

· be more motivated to reach unbelievers

· talk to God more often – Peter specifically suggests prayer
· warn family, friends, neighbors
Peter specifically mentions prayer. What steps can you take to be more disciplined in your prayer life?
· establish a daily practice of Bible reading and prayer

· have a list of people and situations about which I am praying

· make sure to be thanking the Lord and praising Him for answers to prayer

· join with others in prayer

3.2 Love and Hospitality
Listen for another ministry.
1 Peter 4:8-9 (NIV)  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.
 What priority did Peter establish for the believers to whom he wrote? 
· love each other deeply

· includes prayer mentioned above

· put others ahead of yourself  (JOY = Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last)

· this kind of love will do for others with no expectation of reciprocity

· kindness to someone even though you know or do not expect they will be kind in return
What are some ways love covers a multitude of sins?
· consider your love for a baby … they cannot do nice things in return for the love you lavish on them (except maybe smile back and be cute)

· even when someone you love is unkind, you are quick to forgive

· Jesus’ love for us is the perfect example

· His love sent Him to the cross to take the punishment for our sins

Why is it sometimes difficult to love other believers?

· they are ornery

· they don’t believe the same way we do

· they sing off key

· they are always trying to get noticed

· they don’t love the Lord enough (or as much as I do)

Peter mentions hospitality … why do you suppose was hospitality a critical need among believers in the early church?

· no motels or safe places for folks who travel

· mutual support for daily living by believers may have been important

· traveling evangelists like Paul, Peter, Timothy … may have often depended on hospitality of local believers

What are some specific ministries that could be included as hospitality today?

· reaching out to neighbors by inviting them for a meal or even just a dessert gathering
· hosting, putting up visiting believers or ministers

· helping to arrange church dinners
· ministering displaced people during major weather events
· involvement with the Meals on Wheels community ministries
3.3 Your Spiritual Gift
Listen for a gift given.
1 Peter 4:10-11 (NIV) 10  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
What goal did Peter want his audience to reach with all they did?  How were Peter’s readers to use their spiritual gifts? 

· faithfully

· use whatever gift God has given

· administer grace as an agent of God

· bless people with your gift, whether they deserve it or not

· minister to them with no expectation of reciprocation … do it in love
How were these believers to speak and serve?  
· speak as if it is the very words of God

· with the strength God provides

· do it so that it is God’s love and strength that is obvious … not for self-aggrandizement

· whatever you do should bring glory to God 

What are some specific ministries that could be included in the category of speaking?
· preaching

· teaching a small group

· teach children’s classes

· door to door witnessing

· witnessing to friends, relatives
· writing a blog

Consider Paul’s writings about spiritual gifts

Romans 12:6-8 (NIV)  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8  if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

1 Corinthians 12:7-10 (NIV) Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8  To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to   another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,  9  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,  10  to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.

List gifts mentioned in these references:.

· prophesying, serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership, mercy

· wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in different languages, interpreting those languages

Note that these are not exhaustive lists.  In today’s world we could include ministries such as web-master, bus mechanic, grounds keeping,  maintenance, musician, etc.
Why must love be the driving force behind our spiritual gifts?

· agape love ministers with no need for reciprocity

· it ministers even with no anticipation of reciprocity or recognition

· people can tell when we act for personal recognition or for personal gain

· then your actions are seen as insincere 
· when we minister in love, God is glorified, not us
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Application
Pray. 

· Make a commitment to start praying. 

· Prayer is simply talking to God. You talk every day, and you should talk to God every day. 

· Pray for your church and those who lead it. Serve them by praying for them. 

Practice hospitality. 

· Identify a way you can show more love and kindness to the people in your church. 

Identify others’ gifts. 

· Every member in God’s church is gifted. 

· Many people in the church do not see themselves as spiritually gifted. 

· Encourage others by pointing out the gifts you see in them. 

· Bless each other with a word of encouragement.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.


Answer to Secret Message: Minister to one another. Pray. Practice hospitality


Use your spiritual gifts �
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