1. Motivate

What are some ways we display what we like the most?

· drive the new car around town – cruise it

· show pictures of new grandchild, new house, new car, new boat, etc.

· hang mounted big game head or prize winning fish

· wear my bling – diamonds, gold, etc.

· show up in my new outfit

· have an obnoxious ring tone so everyone sees me pull out the latest smart phone

· invite folks over to watch the big game on my giant TV

· play my car sound system really loud so people hear it at every stop light

· my office has lots of pictures of me with very important people

2. Transition

Most of us naturally like to impress others with how important we are

· We like to exalt ourselves … but …

· Christ-centered living chooses to exalt Christ, not self.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Proclaim Jesus’ Greatness
Listen for whom John identifies.
John 1:26-30 (NIV)  "I baptize with water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know. 27  He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie." 28  This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 29  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30  This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'
John was responding to a delegation of religious leaders who were questioning him about his ministry with relation to the expected Messiah.

Identify the ways John lifted up the Christ and at the same time highlighted his own unworthiness. 
· there is someone else among you that you do not yet know

· He is coming after me … I’m only the “warm up” act

· I’m not even worthy to take off His shoes (in that culture, a task for a very lowly ranked servant)
What do you think is the significance of the phrase “whose sandal strap I’m not worthy to untie”?

· removing shoes and washing feet of guests was job of lowest servant (stinky job)

· John says that the contrast between him and the one following him is so great that he is even lower than that lowest servant

· the one coming is far greater than anyone they’ve ever known of

· of course, the One coming is God Himself .. infinitely superior to John !

How do we confess/communicate/declare Christ’s superiority over us today?

· tell Him so as we pray

· praise and worship Him in corporate worship

· submit to Him 

· obey Him

· serve Him

· declare this to others … tell them of His power and authority and

What are some descriptive words and phrases John used with regard to Jesus?

· Lamb of God

· Takes away sin of the world

· surpassed John, 

· existed before John

· John didn’t know him (who he was)

· needs/wants to be revealed to Israel

Why did John call Jesus the “Lamb of God? “ 
· referred to the sacrificial lamb offered at the Passover – blood on door posts, lentel

· the lamb that was sacrificed and whose blood was put on the door posts and door jamb averted the work of the death angel

· symbolized the identity and mission of Jesus

· could have been a reference to the Lamb  in Isaiah 53:7 (NIV) He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 

· could also point to Jewish sacrificial system of daily sacrifices
What are the “sins of the world”?   What does Jesus do with the sins of the world?  

· all of my sins, your sins

· all the sins of every person

· all the sins of all people of all time … all piled on Jesus

· He was the Lamb who died sacrificially and took the punishment for all these sins

· as sinful individuals we deserve the penalty of death … Christ took that penalty upon Himself in our place

John pointed his questioners to Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ.  How can we point others to Christ? 
· by our actions … living a life that honors God, is obedient to God

· by what we say … telling others about Jesus

· by involvement in the communication of the Gospel message

· reaching out around the world with the message of salvation
3.2 Tell Your Personal Story
Listen for John’s personal story.
John 1:31-34 (NIV)  I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel."  32  Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him.  33  I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34  I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God."
Why did John say he didn’t know who Jesus was? 

· may have known him as a 2nd cousin

· may have met him in a family get together

· but didn’t know the significance of who Jesus was

· John hadn’t known that Jesus was the Messiah

How does that parallel a person today who has not yet received Jesus as personal savior and doesn’t know Jesus?

· know about Jesus

· hear His name … (but often used as a swear word)

· know Jesus was a teacher, spiritual leader, an important historical figure

· don’t yet know the significance of Jesus’ substitutionary death where He died for his/her sins

Imagine yourself in John the Baptist’s place … you’ve been preaching about the Messiah and suddenly  … there He is!
What words would describe your emotions at such a time?

· excitement

· awe

· shock

· feeling of insignificance

· fear
Why did the Spirit come down upon Jesus?  
· this was a sign that would verify to John that Jesus was/is the Messiah

· now John was able to say, “I have seen and testify that this is the Son of God”

· John had a personal experience with Jesus, the Messiah, the Christ

· He focused on who Jesus was/is
John had a personal experience with Jesus and that was what was important.  Why is a personal testimony so powerful?

· it is your personal experience

· someone might disagree with your opinions but they cannot deny your experience

· “this is what happened to me … I was there”

· not unlike a courtroom testimony … “this is what I saw, this is what was said”

Consider an exercise of developing and writing down your personal testimony following this pattern and  explanation:

· Who you were – what was your life before (or what would have been your life),  without Jesus
· Who Jesus is  – what He did for you
· Who you are now – how your life is different because of Jesus

3.3 Exalt Jesus Instead of Self
Listen for John’s answer.
John 3:26-30 (NIV) 26  They came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan--the one you testified about--well, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him."  27  To this John replied, "A man can receive only what is given him from heaven.  28  You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.'  29  The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.  30  He must become greater; I must become less.
What news did John receive? 
· he was reminded of the “man who was with” him on the other side of the Jordan river

· that Man (Jesus) was also baptizing

· everyone is following Him now

What misunderstanding did some disciples of John have about the  relationship between Jesus and John? 
· thought they were in competition

· didn’t realize that John was the “forerunner”, only the “warm up” act

· Jesus was stealing their mission, their purpose for being

In response, what did John reaffirm concerning the role God had  given him? 
· God gave me this role, to be a forerunner, an introduction to the Messiah

· remember that I told you I am not the Christ

· I was sent ahead to get people thinking about spiritual issues

What did John say about his future status?  
· my role has been played out

· I preached repentance

· Jesus is now continuing with God’s spiritual strategies

· Jesus will bring this all into culmination

· His prominence is increasing (as it should)

· mine is on the decline … as it should, also
What are some practical ways for us to live out: “He must increase, but I must decrease”?
· set aside my own desire and choose to submit to God’s will

· choose time with God in His Word over time watching the TV

· don’t go out boating, fishing, etc. on Sunday – instead attend Bible study and Worship

· apply God’s Word to my life, ignore the secular world view

· follow God’s commands, not my own desires

· don’t submit to peer pressure in how I live my life … live a life that demonstrates Christ-likeness 
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Application
Memorize

· John 3:30—“He must become greater; I must become less”

· Let it drive your words and actions.

Take a personal inventory of yourself.

· Determine who or what your life points to. 

· Consider the steps you need to take to place the focus of your life rightfully on Jesus.

Write out your testimony.

· Express it in a way that keeps all the focus on Jesus. 

· Pray for an opportunity to share your testimony.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.











I’ll write about what my life was (or would have been) without Christ.





Now write down what you realized I did for you when I died on the cross.





Finally I’ll tell about what my life is like, with Jesus in my heart.  Now I can share with others.





More family activities at � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/yaz7wuew" �http://tinyurl.com/yaz7wuew� 











