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Jesus Teaches

1. Motivate

If you could become an expert in any field, what would it be?
· rocket scientist

· computer scientist

· cook, chef

· president

· CSI crime scene investigation

· architect

· sports star
· pianist

· music composer

· a great orator/preacher

· chain saw carver

· nursing

· teaching
2. Transition

We all want to have a meaningful and impactful life

· We may or may not want to be famous

· The bottom line is that obeying Jesus’ teachings leads to a fruitful life.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Access to Truth
Listen for Jesus’ teaching method.
Mark 4:1-2a (NIV)  Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water's edge.  2  He taught them many things by parables, 
What key practices of Jesus’ ministry methodology do we see highlighted in these verses? 
· a good orator, people want to listen to what He has to say

· able to manage speaking to either large groups or individuals

· a good story teller

· got His message across by expressing it in common, everyday settings

How might teaching relate to His preaching and healing?   Compare and contrast the purposes of these three elements of Jesus’ ministry.

	Teaching
	Preaching
	Healing

	· communicate a concept

· describe a spiritual principle
	· exhortation

· challenge people to make a decision
	· minister to needs

· demonstrate power and authority


Our verses stated that Jesus taught in parables.  What is a parable? 
· an earthly story with a heavenly meaning

· a story with a plot.
· a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson
· often incorporate elements of surprise and exaggeration
· force the listener to make a decision or come to a moment of truth.
· Synonyms: fable, tale, folktale, legend, allegory moral tale
What was the purpose of teaching in parables?
· refers to a real-life scenario that would have been familiar to Jesus’ audience.

· is for the purpose of instruction, not entertainment.

· teaches one truth. It is not an allegory with many truths hidden inside of it.
What are the benefits of using stories to reveal truth?
· it’s not a direct statement of what you should do

· the listener is forced to draw his/her own conclusion or decision

· the surprise or twist in the story drives home the point
Think about important lessons have you learned through stories.  What are some examples of children’s stories that teach a moral concept?

· Tortoise and the Hare – slow and steady wins the race

· The Boy Who Cried Wolf – when the wolf really does come, no one believes him

· The Ant and the Grasshopper – busy ant gathers food, grasshopper plays, goes and goes hungry

· The Lion and the Mouse – mouse removes the thorn in the lion’s paw … no matter how small you are, you can still help others

There is a significant effort today to similarly communicate the gospel to oral cultures.

· Evangelize through story telling

· Disciple through telling Bible stories

· Adapt evangelization to oral traditions of various cultures

· Apply truth of redemption as an oral story 
· Actual application also to Western groups that no longer read but only watch images and listen to iPods – tell spiritual stories through video and audio
3.2 Not Everyone Embraces Truth
Listen for contrasting planting results.
Mark 4:2b-7 (NIV) in his teaching said:  3  "Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed.  4  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5  Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6  But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7  Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain.
Consider whether the parable is about the seed, the sower, or the soil—or all three?  What is the significance of each?
	Seed – the Word of God
	Sower – those who witness
	Soil – hearts of the hearers

	· Truth that people need

· only way to receive spiritual life

· no seed, no crop
	· sow/share the seed liberally

· faithful to plant … no planting, no crop

· sow repeatedly, monthly, yearly
	· shared to all kinds of people

· what they do with it is their choice

· you get to choose what kind of “soil” you will be


We will focus on the “soil” … the hearts of the hearers.  How do you see each of the three soils on display in our culture?
Path:  In what ways does Satan “snatch away” Truth of the Gospel message?

· outright rejection of Truth

· Satan has hardened their hearts

· temptations thrown at our minds

· accusations that scripture is just a bunch of stories, myths

· repeated rejection, hardening of one’s heart

Rocky places, limited soil: What rocks make our hearts shallow so God’s Word doesn’t take root? 
· people who have some interest in spiritual things … but …

· yet they are not willing to receive the Truth

· deep seated doubts

· disappointing experiences with religion

· not willing to take the step of faith

Thorny ground: What thorns choke out the growth of God’s Word in our lives? 
· might hear the Truth … but … 

· too many other interests

· job responsibilities

· bad habits, addictions … tobacco, gambling, sports

· multiple distractions which take their minds off the Truth

· Truth is that which aligns with reality … some people don’t see Truth for what it is because of other (false) “realities” in their lives
We might think that the farmer wasted a lot of seed on unproductive ground.  But … what does the story tell us about God when we see that He continues to communicate the Gospel message to people who will likely not receive it?
· God loves all  people

· He died to provide salvation to all
· He always and repeatedly wants them to know how much He loves them

· we are called to continue to engage all peoples abundantly with the Gospel 

3.3 Receive Truth, Produce Fruit
Listen for multiplication.
Mark 4:8-9 (NIV)  Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times." 9  Then Jesus said, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."
What does the situation described in verse 8 have in common with the description in verses 4-7? 
· all the different soils received seed

· the Gospel is preached/shared with all kinds of people

· God is generous, lavish, abundant in the opportunities people are given to hear the gospel message
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What appears to be the difference maker in verse 8? 
· seed takes root

· plant grows 
· plant produces, multiplies that one seed greatly

What is the significance of the multi-fold increase? 
· one sharing of the gospel can result in many salvations

· it is exponential growth 

· each seed of Gospel Truth landing in good “soil” can be multiplied, repeatedly many times

What can you do—and not do—to make the message "take root" when you teach or tell others about Christ? 
	What you can do
	What you are not able to do

	· prepare the “soil”

· pray

· learn how best to “plant” or share the gospel

· allow God to guide you in how and when you share the gospel

· as we learned previously about Andrew, invite people, introduce people to Jesus

· follow up … prayer, encourage, give assurance of salvation
	· force people to believe

· cram Truth down their throats

· change them by force of argument




What do you think your church can do to help people be better hearers? 
· provide a setting where they are more receptive

· a variety of ministries which will be appropriate for new and different families 

· sports events, music, special holiday events, ministries of just being nice to people through offering help
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Application
Weed. 
· Think about your own personal obedience to God’s Word. 
· Are there any things in your life that hinder your ability to obey Him? 
· Pray and give those things to God that are keeping you from fully trusting Him and wholeheartedly following Him.
Water. 
· Make Scripture reading a daily part of your life.

· Each day, note what God says in His Word and consider what you need to do to obey Him.

Sow. 
· Create a plan for sharing what God is teaching you through His Word. 
· Use social media to tell others.
· Meet someone for lunch whom you can encourage to read Scripture and obey God’s teaching.
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These three people have just finished studying the same parable as we did.  They realize that they get to choose what kind of “soil” they will be for the growth of God’s Truth in their lives.  Write what they might be confessing and repenting of in their choices.  Include what they intend to change in their lives.
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.











More family activities at � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/yah24tjm" �http://tinyurl.com/yah24tjm� 
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