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Jesus Our Shepherd

1. Motivate

What are some facts you know about sheep?
· skittish

· dumb

· follow a leader

· mostly defenseless                 Which of these qualities would also apply to Christians?

· wander off easily

· raised for wool

· raised for meat

· have predators

2. Transition

These facts suggest that sheep need a shepherd.

Jesus taught that believers are like sheep … have similar qualities … need a shepherd

( Today we study how Jesus is our shepherd

3. Bible Study

3.1 Our Shepherd Gives Us Life
Listen for one of the “I am” statements.
John 10:7-10 (NIV)  Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. [8] All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. [9] I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. [10] The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

What is the significance or purpose of a door or a gate?

· keeps what’s inside, inside

· keeps what’s outside, outside

· person in charge of the door/gate can control who comes in, goes out

How does the gate or door help the sheep we talked about earlier?

· they need protection from predators

· they need to be kept from wandering away in the night

· they are valuable assets and need to be protected from robbers

So how is Jesus like a “gate” or “door” for believers?

· inside is the “flock” or the believers

· outside is the world

· Jesus is the way in to becoming a believer

· Jesus is the one who keeps us separate, different from the world – He keeps us holy

· He is the protector from the robbers, thieves of the world

How would a thief prey on a “flock” of believers?  What would such a thief try to steal?

· our faith

· our peace

· our health or safety

· our joy

· a loved one who is near to making a profession of faith

Note  also the significance of Jesus statement, “I am the gate” and not a gate.  Why is this important?

· there is no other way into being a believer

· despite the popularity of the concept of “many ways to God” in today’s philosophies

If Jesus is the way to God, what are the implications for the church today in a world of many people who have never even heard the name of Jesus?

· we are to take the message of Jesus to them

· we are to go

· we are to send missionaries – tomorrow’s missionaries are today’s youth group

· we are to support missionary activity with giving, prayer

What do you think it means to “find pasture?”  How has Jesus provided “pasture” for you?

· daily supply of all your needs

· peace and calm in the midst of life’s turmoil

· spiritual sustenance

· safety, even though surrounded by threats to spiritual life

· provide a job, just when I need it

· open doors of opportunity at just the right time

· provide help from other believers when in need

Why might unbelievers not see Christians as not having “life abundant” or “life to the full?”

· see Christianity as a bunch of  “don’ts”

· they don’t see believers who are experiencing the “life to the full” that Jesus intended

· we don’t allow God to work in our lives to give us abundance

· we are not trusting God for the abundance He intends for us to have

· we are not following God’s direction of our lives and missing out on that abundance He intends

( Experiencing God’s abundance will require our faith in and obedience of the Lord

3.2 Our Shepherd Sacrificed Himself for Us
Listen for the contrast between the owner of the sheep and the hired worker.
John 10:11-13 (NIV)  "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. [12] The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. [13] The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

What differences do you see between the shepherd and the hired hand?

	Shepherd
	Hired Hand

	· owns the sheep

· lays down, risks his life for sheep

· cares for the sheep

· protects the sheep in danger
	· only works for salary, does not have ownership interest

· abandons the sheep when danger comes, runs away

· allows sheep to be attacked

· cares nothing for the sheep


What are some ways in which Jesus as a good shepherd has shown His love and care for you?

· died for our sins

· supplies our needs

· protects us from dangers on the highway

· directs our lives in the right direction

· daily strength

· healing, physical health

What kind of person does the hired hand represent?

· someone who is concerned only for his own good

· a false teacher or leader

· someone who pretends to be concerned about people but is not

· someone who cannot be depended on when problems arise

How can you be sure you are following the Good Shepherd and not the hired hand?

· follow only someone who is living according to God's Word

· Matthew 7:20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  

· follow someone who is obviously directed and controlled by God's Spirit

· 2 Peter 2:1 … there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them--bringing swift destruction on themselves.  

· look for the characteristics of the Good Shepherd

Who are some good earthly “shepherds” you’ve been led by?
· pastors

· teachers – both secular teachers and Bible teachers

· Christian counselors

· youth workers

· camp counselors

· special speakers

How can you be a good earthly shepherd to those in your spiritual care?

· willing to risk your life for your “sheep”

· live according to God’s Word

· depend on God’s Holy Spirit to minister to them

3.3 Our Shepherd Knows Us

Consider the following names … 

· George W. Bush

· Franklin Graham

Do you know these people?

· Tony Romo

· Glenn Beck

Show us some pictures from your wallets … how well do you know these people?

· we know them because of a personal relationship, they’re important in our lives

Now consider how well the shepherd knows his sheep …

John 10:14-16 (NIV)   "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- [15] just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. [16] I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 

We are Jesus “sheep” – how does He know us well?

· our hopes and dreams

· our discouragements

· our problems and worries

· our victories

( He knows everything about us … even more than we know about ourselves!

How does the relationship of knowing each other develop between the sheep and the good shepherd?

· spending time together

· learning about each other

· the shepherd watches the sheep

· the sheep learn of the shepherds care, they prosper when they follow where he leads

· they know that he always provides for them

How does this relate to our relationship with Jesus Christ?

· when we spend time together with Him, we learn about our Good Shepherd

· when we follow His leadership, we experience abundant life

· when we stray, we end up in trouble – we learn from that experience

· we find Him totally sufficient to supply all of our needs

What is meant by the “other sheep” and the “one flock”?

· the other sheep Jesus talked about are the Gentiles

· God intended from before time that all peoples would belong to Him

· Jesus came to die for the sins of all men

· Jesus commissioned us to reach out to all peoples … the “other sheep” are still being gathered

· We are part of that effort, that task

4. Application
4.1 Jesus is the only way to enter eternal life
· Eternal life … the quantity is unending … the quality is the kind that comes from a loving Heavenly Father

· Thank God for the promise of life abundant in the coming year … even if you are facing big problems
4.2 Jesus is the Good Shepherd who gave Himself willingly and completely for us
· Beware of false teachers and leaders who focus only on themselves … have no genuine concern for those under their care

· This week, ask the Lord that you be a godly shepherd to those in your care.
4.3 Jesus, the Good Shepherd knows us and enables us to know Him personally and intimately
· Be sure to take the time to get to know your Good Shepherd more closely each day.

· Remember the “other sheep” Jesus has commissioned us to bring to Him.  

· Give and pray for those efforts, around the corner and around the world.

How well do you know them?


we know who they are


few of us have ever met or even seen them up close in person
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