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Jesus Is the Only Savior

1. Motivate

Display a map of your town – point out that there are people in our town and surrounding areas who have never trusted Jesus as their Savior.  What are some reasons why that is the case?

· no one told them about Jesus

· they are too busy to look at their spiritual need

· they have other interests

· they misunderstand the Truth of the Gospel message

· not enough outreach by local churches

What about people in foreign locations? 

2. Transition

Today we look at the urgency for sharing the gospel message with all people.
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Stumbling Stone
What objects have you found useful for a purpose other than what it was originally intended?
· screw driver

· wire coat hanger

· old t-shirt

· empty milk jugs

· a book

· popsicle stick

Listen for another possible purpose God intended for Jesus to serve.

Romans 9:33 (NIV) As it is written: "See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  

In Isaiah 28 God said of Jesus, See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed.  Rather than being a corner stone, the Jews “tripped” over Jesus.  Why do you think that happened?  Why did Saul of Tarsus (Paul) stumble over who Jesus claimed to be?
· unbelief

· misunderstanding

· ignorance

· too caught up in a religion of works

How is faith in Christ a stumbling block to people today?

· some of the same issues … ignorance, misunderstanding

· some think it is too simplistic

· others say Christianity claims to be too narrow, they think there are many was to God

· they say He was only a good man, a great teacher, maybe a prophet

· they say He really didn’t arise from the dead … it’s a myth

What blessings to people miss when they do not build their lives upon Christ, the Cornerstone?

· peace with God

· the joy of sins forgiven 

· peace within one’s own self

· the wisdom and strength to withstand the “storms” of life

· finding God’s purpose for their lives

3.2 The Deal About Zeal
What hobby or activity have you become zealous about in recent years?
· golf

· woodworking

· quilting

· scrapbooking

Listen for how Paul wanted to see the zeal of the Jews be changed.
Romans 10:1-3 (NIV)  Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. [2] For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. [3] Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 

What was good, what was bad about the zeal of the Israelites?
	Good Aspects of Zeal
	Bad Aspects of Zeal

	· zealous for God

· sought to establish their own righteousness
	· not based on knowledge

· didn’t know the righteousness that comes from God

· did not submit to God’s righteousness


How can a person in today’s world have great zeal for God or religious activities and yet be misguided?
· zeal alone is not enough

· must have that personal relationship with Jesus

· must be guided by Scripture and by the Holy Spirit

· it’s like sincerity … you can be sincere about your beliefs, but be sincerely wrong

· your excitement and business about things religious may have nothing to do with God’s plan for you or for your situation

· you should zealously submit to God’s direction … not just be zealous for sake of being zealous

3.3 The Message of Faith
Listen for two different approaches to righteousness.
Romans 10:4-13 (NIV)  Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.  [5] Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does these things will live by them." [6] But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) [7] "or 'Who will descend into the deep?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). [8] But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: [9] That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. [10] For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. [11] As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." [12] For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, [13] for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

What were the approaches to righteousness mentioned by Paul?

· righteousness for everyone who believes

· righteousness by the law

· righteousness by faith

Paul says we don’t need to go to great lengths to acquire the righteousness of God.  To what extremes might people think they need to go to pursue righteousness?

· to go up to heaven to find Jesus
· to go where the dead go to find a dead Jesus

So then, where may the Truth of Jesus be found?

· the word is near you

· it is in your head … you already know what God says

· it is in your mouth … you can read the scriptures

· it is in your heart … it affects your emotions

According to verses 9 – 13, what roles do the mouth and heart play?

· confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord”

· believe in your heart (mind, whole being) the Truth of the Risen Savior
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Agree or disagree 

	Agree
	Disagree

	· When you say those words, you mean it

· people must declare for Jesus

· the world will know you are now saved

· the understanding of the resurrection comes later on, eventually
	· the resurrection is key to salvation

· trusting in a dead “savior” is no salvation

· both are equally important

· one is inner, one is outer


Why do you think both are necessary?

· it is true that you must declare publically your beliefs
· you cannot keep it a secret

· it must also be inward

· it is also true that you cannot be faking it – you must be convinced (convicted) of the reality of a living Savior

· it must be Truth that you claim as personal  

· “that is Truth for me … I’m staking my life on it as reality”

3.4  The Necessity of Evangelism

Listen for the sequence of requirements for someone to come to faith in Jesus.
Romans 10:14-15 (NIV)  How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? [15] And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 

List the sequence of dependencies for someone to end up believing in Christ.  Work your way from the end of the passage to the beginning.
· people must be sent to preach

· then they must preach

· this is how someone hears the Gospel message

· once they hear, then they can believe

· now that they believe, they can call on Jesus to be savior

What were the circumstances of your coming to faith.  Who do you remember being significant in communicating the gospel to you?

· pastor

· evangelist

· camp speaker

· a friend

· radio or TV message

· found or was given a gospel tract

· someone visited my home specifically to present the plan of salvation

What factors in this passage help to develop a sense of urgency for telling others about Jesus?

· the only way they will believe in Jesus is to hear about Him

· someone must do the telling

· Jesus has commissioned us to do the telling

How does Paul’s strategy for evangelism in these verses parallel the Great Commission Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
· Paul said people must be sent … Jesus commissioned us, sent us
· we are to preach and teach the words of Jesus

· Jesus will use the teaching of the Gospel message to change people’s lives

· God’s Holy Spirit will work in their hearts, convince them of Truth, prompt them to call on Jesus as Savior

How can you be involved in communicating the gospel in places where you cannot go?
· pray

· contribute financially

· send people from our church (short term trips, lifetime career missionaries)

4. Application
4.1 Who do you know who is sincere in what they believe but have not believed in Jesus?
· Pray for their exposure to the Truth about Jesus

· Pray that their zeal will be directed towards Jesus

· Pray for an opportunity to communicate that Truth to them

4.2 To whom have you communicated that “Jesus is Lord”?
· Declare His Lordship both verbally and with your lifestyle

· Join a class in communicating your faith

· Participate in outreach to your community

4.3 Think where you would be today if you had missed out on hearing the Gospel.
· Thank God for the person who communicated the salvation message to you

· Pray for and support the communication of the Gospel around the world

· Write an email or letter to someone serving as a missionary to voice encouragement and your promise to pray for them




Confessing “Jesus is Lord” is more important than believing in Jesus resurrection
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