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Jesus Is Crucified and Raised


1. Motivate

Give a short summary … in one sentence … of what you did for vacation this summer?
· went to the beach

· visited relatives

· went to Disney World/Land

· stayed at home

· saw the mountains/desert/city/country

· went to church camp

· went on a mission trip
2. Transition

It is often important to summarize something succinctly in one sentence.

· Think about summarizing the whole Bible in one sentence!

· Today we look at the main focus of the whole of Scripture

· It looks either back at or ahead to Jesus resurrection

3. Bible Study

3.1 Crucified Savior
Listen for the significance of Jesus’ last words.
Mark 15:33-39 (NIV) At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. [34] And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" [35] When some of those standing near heard this, they said, "Listen, he's calling Elijah." [36] One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to take him down," he said. [37] With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. [38] The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. [39] And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, heard his cry and saw how he died, he said, "Surely this man was the Son of God!" 
What do Jesus’ words at the ninth hour reveal about how He was feeling right before He died?

· felt abandoned

· felt alone

· felt separated from God the Father

What did Jesus mean when He said that God had “forsaken” Him? 
· Jesus had just taken upon himself all the sins of all the world for all time

· God the Father had “turned His back” on Jesus, the Son

· Jesus was taking the punishment for all sins 

· that punishment was separation from God

· Jesus died not only a physical death, but spiritual death

What kind of isolation did Jesus experience in His death on the cross?

· God the Father is holy and cannot tolerate the presence of sin

· Jesus had taken upon himself, assumed the sins of all men, for all time

· God the Father’s holy nature required Him to separate Himself from all that sin

· Jesus the Son was now spiritually dead, separated from God the Father – Jesus was “forsaken”

How did the bystanders misunderstand what Jesus was going through?
· thought He was calling for Elijah

· most didn’t understand the significance of what was happening
· most thought he was either a third criminal or someone who had just gotten in trouble with religious leadership and had to be done away with

· they saw only a man suffering physically and agonizing like any other would

What does it mean that the curtain of the temple tore?

· curtain separated the area reserved for God’s presence from the rest of the temple

· when that was ripped open, it symbolized the concept that no longer is God’s presence separated from the common individual

· no longer need a human go-between (the priest)

· Jesus was/is that go-between … we can experience the presence of God personally, at all times

What significance is there for you in the fact that a Roman soldier recognized the great truth that even the religious leaders could not see?

· this is Truth that is discernible by anyone

· you don’t have to be a religious person to receive this Truth

· God can reveal Himself, His love, His redemption to anyone

· the Gospel can be communicated to people of all cultures

How does it make you feel to know that Christ endured such intense suffering for your salvation?

· awe

· worshipful

· thankful

· each time I sin, shame for making Him suffer

· lack of understanding that God loved us that much

3.2 Living Lord
Listen for why it was the women who were the first to discover that Jesus had risen.
Mark 16:1-7 (NIV)   When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body. [2] Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb [3] and they asked each other, "Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?"  [4] But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. [5] As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.     [6] "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. [7] But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.' " 

Imagine you are a newspaper reporter … what are the five “W’s” of the story here?

Who

Mary Magdalene, Mary (mother of James), Salome

When

Early first day of week, after sunrise, Sabbath over

Where

on the way to the tomb and at the tomb

Why

going to anoint Jesus’ body

What

worried about moving stone



get there and find stone already moved



find a man dressed in white, but Jesus body is gone



told that Jesus is risen, go find him in Galilee, tell the disciples

Put yourself in their place … what would you have been talking about on the way?

· this is so sad

· how will we move the stone

· will the guards bother us

· now what will happen

· say, where did the disciples go?

· do we have enough spices?

Why do you think God sent an angel?

· to tell them what had happened … it was not a grave robbery

· to give them instructions

· to prove the resurrection … see the place where he lay

What did the angel tell the women to do? 

· don’t be alarmed (“fear not”)

· you’re looking for Jesus who was crucified

· He has risen, He is not here, you can see where he was
· go tell His disciples and Peter

· Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee

· you will see Him there … remember that He told you about this
 If you were there with them, what questions might you have wanted to ask the angel?

· how did this happen?

· who are you, really?

· did you take Him somewhere?

· what happened to the guards?  how did the stone get rolled away?

· where is Jesus now?

· what do you mean, “risen”?

What kinds of things might an unbeliever ask about the empty tomb?

· how do we know it was the right tomb?

· how can you prove it wasn’t a grave robbery?

· was he really dead to start with … maybe just unconscious?

· where did He go?

· what was the point of dying, just to come alive again?

· how do we know He did come to life again?

3.3 Resurrection Faith
Listen for why our faith could be vain or futile.
1 Cor. 15:17-19 (NIV)   And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. [18] Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. [19] If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 

What are some reasons that people today deny Jesus’ resurrection?

· they doubt His existence – the Bible is a bunch of stories

· they suggest that the disciples stole the body

· no such thing as anyone being brought back from the dead

· don’t want to come under the moral requirements of God which are proved by Christ’s resurrection

· if you deny something long enough, often enough, you believe by denying it, they can assert that Christianity is futile, preachers are liars (even if ignorantly so)

If Christ had not in fact been raised, what would be true of Christianity and Christians?
· our faith is vain or futile

· you are still guilty of all your sinfulness before God

· people who have died physically are lost … either cease to exist or are separated from God in eternal suffering

· Paul said if we put hope in a Christ who did not raise from the dead we are to be pitied more than anyone

How does the resurrection change everything for believers?

· Christ is raised from the dead

· our faith is  not vain, it is worthwhile, valuable, functional

· we are no longer guilty … we are forgiven, declared justified

· we are not to be pitied, we are to be considered blessed
· we are not lost … we have been found by Jesus, we know our way as we follow Him

We have considerable evidence from the recorded events that Jesus is alive … what evidence should we expect to see that Jesus is alive and  present within in the life of a believer?

· fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, goodness, kindness, patience, ….)

· a desire to read, apply, absorb God’s Word
· quick to share Jesus with others
· involved in Christian ministry
· speech free from off color comments, jokes, vocabulary
· generous with resources
· not self-centered
4. Application
4.1 We can know for a certainty that Jesus, the Christ, the Messiah died on the cross
· His death made it possible for every person to have unhindered access and fellowship with the very God of the Universe

· Thank Him daily that He loved you enough to die for you, to take your place in death for sins

4.2 Jesus lives!
· Not only did He die, He rose from the dead … this is evidence that He is the Son of God, not just a man

· The living Jesus makes Himself known to those who follow Him and submit to His guidance in their lives

· Even though it’s not Easter, tell someone this week that “He is risen … He is risen indeed!”
4.3 The validity of Christian faith stands on the historicity of Jesus’ substitutionary death and resurrection.
· This resurrection gives meaning to who Jesus is and the significance of the crucifixion.

· Worship the Lord this week for the assurance of a meaningful future life in eternity.

Note that all of these questions are great openings for you to give a witness for salvation








