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Hospitality 
             How Ordinary People Can Live on Mission

1. Motivate

What do you like best about eating with others?

· conversation

· meet new people

· enjoying good tastes

· share what’s going on in our lives

· get to talk about all kinds of things

· get to know people better

· see what they’re really like

· discover new things about dinner partners

· share old gossip news

· hear good jokes

· hear interesting stories

2. Transition

Today we look at Jesus comments on hospitality

· Eating together is an important activity in any culture
· We will consider that hospitality is a practical way to share Christ with others
3. Bible Study

3.1 Who Do You Invite?
Listen for who not to invite.
Luke 14:12-14 (NIV)  Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14  and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."
Whom was the host not always to invite to a luncheon or dinner? Why?

· friends

· brothers

· relatives

· rich neighbors

· Because … you do it expecting an reciprocal invite

Whom did Jesus want people to invite to dinner? 
· poor

· crippled

· lame

· blind

· people who probably are not able to reciprocate

Why is it a blessing to invite those who cannot repay? 
· rewards from God … they are eternal

· God’s blessings are far better than a dinner invite

· you are living out the Fruit of the Spirit of  kindness, goodness, love

Jesus challenged the practice of giving invitations only to close friends and family members.  How does that apply to other areas of our lives?

· applies to anything where we do for someone expecting to be “repaid”

· much of society lives by “you scratch my back, I’ll scratch yours”

· too often we want to get something back for what we give … “You owe me big time”

· this is not the kind of agape love with which God loves us

· God’s love is expressed towards us with no expectation or requirement of reciprocity

What are examples of the outsiders, the people “on the margins” in our community?

· people from the “other side of town”

· people of different ethnicity

· people from the poor end of the street

· people from other cultures who don’t speak our language very well

· neighbors who keep to themselves

· people who frequent the city mission

· people from churches we disagree with

3.2 Excuses, Excuses
Listen for bogus excuses.
Luke 14:15-20 (NIV) 15  When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, "Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God." 16  Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17  At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 18  "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.' 19  "Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.' 20  "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.'
 Why do you think the man in verse 15 made the comment about one who is blessed eating at the feast in the “kingdom of God”?

· maybe wanted to say something to ease the tension created by Jesus’ comment

· looks like one of those comments that it’s hard to debate or deny

· sort of like, “nice weather we’re having” or “How ‘bout them Cowboys … they played quite a game”

· wanted to head the conversation in another way … move the conversation along and end the “loud silence”

Jesus does not seem to praise the blessing given in verse 15. What did the man miss?
· Jesus’ opinion about who people prefer to associate with

· the concept of exclusion of people in need

· Jesus’ opinion of what we would call the “good old boy” system

Jesus used the man’s comment to teach a lesson with a parable.  What did the man in the parable do?  
· prepared a great banquet

· invited many guests

· sent his servants out with the final notification that everything was ready … time to come

How does it feel when you plan a big event and it is poorly attended? 

· disappointed

· upset about all the work you put in and it won’t even be appreciated

· why don’t people realize all the effort I put into this

· you think, this is a nice occasion and so few are going to get the benefit of it

What excuses did people make to the host?  
· I just bought some real estate, must go see it

· just bought some livestock, have to go see what I got

· just got married … on my honeymoon

What was wrong with the guests’ excuses? 
· you didn’t look at the real estate before you paid for it?

· you didn’t check out your oxen before you bought them?

· so why not celebrate your new marriage with us … we’ll have a special toast for you!

· all bogus, insincere  excuses 

What do the excuses of the guests reveal about them and their hearts?
· they really didn’t want to come anyway

· they were rejecting any association with the host

· they had different priorities

· they thought little of the effort and expense the host had gone to
This is more than just a comment on rude guests …Jesus was responding more to the comment about the blessings of feasting “in the Kingdom of God”.  What does this story teach us about the kingdom of God?

· God invites all kinds of people to come to Him for salvation

· Consider the cost of His invitation … the Blood of Jesus Christ

· someone has said that God is more willing to save sinners than sinners are to be saved

· the people who act religious are not always the ones who respond to God’s call

· their priorities are all wrong

· they are basically rejecting God, want nothing to do with Him

3.3 Invite Others to the Lord’s Feast
Listen for who did get invited.
Luke 14:21-24 (NIV)   "The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.' 22  "'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.' 23  "Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. 24  I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.'"
What was the master’s reaction to the excuses people made?  
· anger

· ordered his servant to go out and round up all kinds of folks

· bring in people who weren’t initially on the guest list

· bring in people who were on the fringes of society

Whom did the master invite to the banquet to replace the original invitees? 
· poor

· crippled

· blind

· lame

· same list Jesus originally suggested!

Why do you think the master wanted ensure that the banquet hall would be full? 

· he enjoyed entertaining

· he wanted to share his blessings with others

· he didn’t want his preparations to go wasted

· he enjoyed meeting and getting to know all kinds of folks 
So how would the character of the banquet change, given the "new" guest list? 
· lots of surprised guests

· grateful guests … these were folks who probably had few opportunities to eat this much and from this good a menu

· quite the party … appreciatve folks who needed this kind of meal and celebration

How is the kingdom of God like this banquet? 
· God’s kingdom is the “realm where God rules”

· people who reject God’s invitation to salvation don’t have God ruling in their lives

· people who accept God’s offer realize their need for a savior, for someone to straighten out their lives

Let’s put a couple elements of this passage together … sharing a meal with people who are not on our usual guest lists and inviting people to a meal as an effort of evangelism … ultimately inviting them to the Kingdom of God.  

What are some reasons this can be a powerful means of introducing people to Jesus?

· everyone enjoys a good meal

· we get to know neighbors better than just waving to them as we come and go

· we begin to discover their joys and sorrows, their needs

· we can offer to pray for those needs

· dinner conversation is deeper than just “Hi, nice weather …” types of greetings
· they can discover our love for Jesus

· easier to invite them to Sunday services or special events at church

4. Application
4.1 Look on the fringes
· In most neighborhoods and community groups, some people tend to get left out

· Identify one of these marginalized folks in your circle of acquaintances and meet him or her for lunch or coffee

4.2 Open up your home
· If you’ve never invited your neighbors over for a meal, plan to do so

· Use the opportunity to get to know them and express God’s love and peace

· Set a goal to make such a meal a regular event … maybe once a month
4.3 Mix it up
· Before the next time your small group gathers for a meal, talk with one another about how to involve some people from your neighborhood or community

· Maybe include folks who have no church affiliation

· Just be a group of ordinary people doing ordinary things with gospel intentionality
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