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Hit the Streets

1. Motivate

What are some times when you have been in a large crowd?
· at a sports event

· at the Olympics

· shopping the day after Thanksgiving

· at a concert

· opening day for a movie

· to hear a popular speaker (politician, entertainer, evangelist, etc.)

· in an airport or bus station or subway station

2. Transition

What thoughts did you have bout the people in the crowd around you?
· look at how they dressed

· wonder about why they talked the way they did

· wonder where they were from and what attracted them to the event

· I hope that guy doesn’t sneeze on me

· watch out for pick-pockets

3. Bible Study

3.1 Go Where People Are
Listen for Paul’s thoughts and feelings in Athens.
Acts 17:16-21 (NIV)   While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols. [17] So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. [18] A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. [19] Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, "May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? [20] You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we want to know what they mean." [21] (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.) 

What was it that distressed Paul … Why?

· city was “full of idols”

· “wholly given to idolatry”

· we might say “smothered” with them or “swamped” by them

· a veritable “forest” of idols

· upwards of 30,000 images

Why then did Paul go first to the Jewish synagogues?

· point of contact most natural for the message

· people there new the concept of the Messiah

· he knew he would be invited to share

Why did he then go to the marketplace

· lots of people there

· everyone goes shopping

· custom was to meet, greet, discuss, present, and listen for new ideas

Paul was not bashful about contacting people with the Good News … Why?

· he was convinced of their lostness

· “greatly disturbed” is a phrase with strong meaning in the Greek

· he knew the seriousness of the problem

· knew the remedy

What are some reasons Christians might give for being unwilling to initiate contacts with lost people to tell them about Jesus?

· don’t know how, bashful, scared

· may feel people aren’t all that lost – God will be lenient

· may feel people aren’t all that bad – only really evil and nasty people are lost

( Paul would have rejected all those reasons

What evidence does the passage that people wanted to hear what Paul had to say?

· they were willing to debate with him

· they took him to a meeting of the Areopagus

· they asked to know more about this new teaching

· what you are saying is strange to us, we want to know what it means

What indicates that they might not have been all that sincere about really knowing 

· the passage states they liked to present and hear new ideas

· they just liked to hear about new things

· they ridiculed him, called him a “babbler” or “seed picker”

What groups today might be likened to these “learned” men of Athens?

· people on political talk shows

· liberal thinkers who like to put down Christians

· atheist or agnostic college professors who wish to derail the beliefs of Christian young people

Why did Paul (and why should we) not shy away from opportunities to present the claims of the Gospel message, even though he (and we) know hearers are listening with the motive of giving us a hard time?

· the Truth of the Gospel is more powerful than their motives or attitudes

· God uses the Truth to convince/convict them of their need and God's remedy

· God has commissioned us to communicate the Good News

· they need to hear it – they are lost
3.2 Know What People Believe
Listen for why Paul says Athenians were very religious.
Acts 17:22-23 (NIV)   Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. [23] For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. Now what you worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you. 

 What did Paul see in Athens that convinced him they were “superstitious” or religious?
· as he walked around he saw many objects of worship

· even found an altar dedicated to the “Unknown God”

Why would Paul tell us that Americans are very religious, but still lost?

· lots of people do religious things

· there are lots of churches

· we also “worship” lots of things (sports, hobbies, entertainment stars, material things)

· we worship the wrong things – people are lost because they do not know Jesus Christ as savior

How did Paul use his observations to make a point of contact with listeners?

· you don’t know the true identity of the unknown God

· let me tell you who He is

· He is unknown to you, He is known to me … let me tell you about Him
So why is it helpful to be knowledgeable about other religions?

· some vocabulary we might use could totally turn off someone of another religion

· we can anticipate some of their questions or objections and have a reasonable answer prepared

· we can speak to specific issues that would be meaningful or encouraging to them

What right do Christians have to claim they know the Truth about God?  

· Jesus is the Life, the Truth, the Way – there is no other

· people are condemned to an eternity of hell and separation from God without Jesus

· God has commanded that we Go and preach and make disciples of all peoples

In what ways does God prepare us to tell others what God has done in our lives?
· taken us through problems and trials – God helped me in this same thing, let me tell you about it

· bring out a spiritual truth in our own personal Bible study that fits the need of someone we encounter

· our life experience gives us insight to their need

· we have the same interests as they do and this gets us talking together, develops a connection which can lead to spiritual topics

3.3 Point People to God
Listen for Paul’s comments on judgment and resurrection.
Acts 17:24-31 (NIV)  "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. [25] And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. [26] From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. [27] God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. [28] 'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.'    [29] "Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone--an image made by man's design and skill. [30] In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. [31] For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead." 

How did Paul describe God to his hearers? 

· He is the creator, sustainer

· He doesn’t need a man-made temple

· His “dwelling” is everywhere – all of heaven, all of earth, He is that big

· He does not need us to take care of any of His needs 

· He is that powerful and sovereign (does as He pleases)

· He is the source of all life

In what ways do unsaved people today seek to have their spiritual cravings satisfied?

· they watch Dr. Phil 

· reading great philosophers

· substance abuse – an escape from life, a need to experience full satisfaction

· meditation

· pursuit of entertainment

Paul used Athenian culture and ideas to help them see Truth.  What are some ways this could happen in our culture?

· use movie clips to make a point about spiritual needs

· use holiday church presentations to invite people – even those from other cultures

· share personal testimony of how God helped you through tragedies (personal, natural)

· share a book like “40 Days of Purpose”  with someone who seems to be searching

· invite friends to Christian musical events (contemporary groups, Southern Gospel, classic presentations)

Paul had mixed results from this ministry.  How should we react when others don’t take us or what we say seriously?

· keep praying for them

· for the time being, agree to disagree

· keep up the friendships

· be quick to help them in their times of need – your kindness preaches more than your arguments

4. Application
4.1 Use times of waiting as opportunities for sharing the good news.
· Ask God to help you be able to see (and be disturbed by) the many evidences of modern idolatry.

· Be willing to witness both to those who believe the Bible and those who don’t.

· Become aware of other worldviews  in order to present the claims of Christ.

4.2 Know that being called religious does not guarantee Truth in religion
· Many people we encounter will not know the one true God

· This quote is attributed to Blaise Pascal, a French philosopher, “There is a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God, the Creator, made known through Jesus.”

4.3 When you share the Good News, seek to establish points of contact with your hearers
· Confront other worldviews with the Christian worldview.

· God offers forgiveness of sin through the work of Jesus in dying a substitutionary death on the cross and being raised from the dead.
· God calls all men to repentance

· Pray that you will have opportunity to share this Truth with people who need it.

This week ( we look at how Paul saw the crowds and was flexible in adapting to different people without watering down the Truth.
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