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High Expectations

1. Motivate

What are your expectations as a customer in a restaurant?
· short wait to get a table
· quick response by wait staff

· courtesy, friendliness

· tasty food,  food at correct temp

· reasonable time to get food to table

· attention to needs for drinks, other needs

· reasonable costs

· clean table, surroundings

2. Transition

We all have expectations of one another and of ourselves.

· sometimes hard to measure up to expectations

Today ( we look at what Jesus says about His expectations for us

3. Bible Study

3.1 Affirm Scripture’s Authority
Listen for how Jesus refutes an accusation about His relationship to the Law
Matthew 5:17-19 (NIV)    "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. [18] I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. [19] Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

What facts does Jesus establish about the Law?  What does He say that demonstrates how important God considers the Law?

· He did not come to abolish the Law

· He came to fulfill the Law

· God’s Law will never disappear – it will all be accomplished

· God expects all of the Law to be obeyed, practiced, taught

· God’s expectations/requirements are very high … even more than how the Pharisees lived

Jesus said He came to fulfill the Law.  How do we see that demonstrated in His life and teachings?

· He taught it, He obeyed it

· He demonstrated love for others by His ministries to them

· He was more concerned about what God, His Father wanted than what men expected

· He stressed the spirit of the Law over the man made minutia of traditions

Jesus said that the one who practices and teaches God’s command will be considered great in God’s Kingdom.  Not all of us hold an official position of teacher.  In what ways do we have the role or responsibility of teaching?

· to children and grandchildren (no matter what their age)

· before people younger in their faith as mentors

· before unbelievers in the world around us (at work, our neighbors) by the way we live our lives

Scribes and Pharisees were known for outward righteousness, but their walk and talk did not always agree.  What steps should you take to insure the kind of righteousness that honors God?

· allow God’s Word to affect your life – when you read it, heed it

· be sensitive to God’s Spirit as He applies the Truth you hear taught and preached

· be aware of your motives 

· keep your relationship with Jesus up to date, 

· keep a teachable attitude

· maintain a hunger, thirst, craving for the Truth of God’s Word

3.2 Rise Above  Mediocrity
Listen for who will be a true disciple of Jesus.
Matthew 5:20 (NIV) For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  … [48]    Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 Why do you think  the religious leaders of Jesus day (why are we) more concerned with the letter of the law, rather than the spirit of the law?

· it's quite objective – you either did it or didn’t do it

· it’s like measurable objectives in education (ask a teacher in your class what that is)

· you think all it takes is a little effort and you’ve obeyed all the commandments

· you don’t have to worry about your attitudes or motives

· you can be nice to people on the outside and hate them on the inside

· they had very many laws (traditions) to follow, in minute detail – they might not have had time or energy left to worry about the spirit of the law

· we feel we can get away with something if we fulfill the letter of the law

· in some situations it might even be OK … I can dislike the requirements of the IRS but fulfill them to the letter – even using the “fine print” to my advantage
According to Jesus, what degree of righteousness is necessary for entrance into the kingdom of heaven? 

· righteousness surpassing that of Pharisees

· more righteousness than teachers of the law

· perfection

What do you think it means for us to be “perfect”?

· to display some of the characteristics of God

· holiness … separate, different from

· righteousness/justice … do the right thing

· live according to God’s laws

· more than just right actions … right attitudes and motives

How would you explain that even though we don’t earn our salvation by being righteous, we should still pursue righteousness?
· it is a demonstration on the outside of what is true on the inside
· shows what God has done in one’s life

· when you become a believer, Jesus is both Savior and Lord … we obey the one who is Lord over us
· we are children of God … children who seek to please our Heavenly Father

· as we surrender to God’s rule in our lives, He makes us righteous in our actions

What are some things that righteous living brings to a person’s life?
· contentment

· joy, peace, love … the Fruit of the Spirit

· purpose in life … to serve the Lord

How is it the result of God’s righteousness at work in your life?
· it happens as we allow God to rule in our lives 

· we don’t have a list of things to do

· we have a Lord to whom we surrender
· illustrated by the Campus Crusade diagram  

http://www.cru.org/training-and-growth/classics/the-spirit-filled-life/index.htm
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Jesus is in the life and on the throne. Self is yielding to Jesus.
The person sees Jesus’ influence and direction in their life.




3.3 Go Beyond Superficiality
Listen for what is the root cause behind every sinful action.
Matthew 5:21-22 (NIV)     "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' [22] But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.  … [27]   "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' [28] But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. … [31]   "It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' [32] But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.   [33] "Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' [34] But I tell you, Do not swear at all … [38] "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' [39] But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  … [43] "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' [44] But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 

How do these verses extend Jesus’ comments in verse 20 (unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law)?
· all the “you have heard it said” phrases have to do with the rules held by Pharisees and teachers
· the “but I tell you” phrases describe attitudes and thoughts

· Jesus is talking about expecting the spirit of the law, not just the letter of the law

· Jesus is speaking to issues of lust, anger, honesty, faithfulness, mercy, love … not just observable behaviors

Why do we consider observable (outward) sins to be worse than hidden sins such as lust, anger, etc.?

· we fall to these attitudes and motives so often, ourselves
· when we see when others fail in the outward sins, we can say/think “I would never do that terrible thing”

· I don’t hurt anyone with feelings of lust, but I would cause lots of trouble by committing adultery

· stealing is bad, but what does a little coveting hurt?

What can happen when we begin to ignore sin in our hearts that others cannot see?

· we can easily progress on to the observable sinful actions

· some would call it a “slippery slope” down which we cannot recover

· what we think about repeatedly, we often end up acting out

What would be wrong about looking at these verses as a list of rules to follow (don’t lust, don’t divorce, don’t express anger, etc.) ?

· you’re right back to legalism
· Jesus is talking about the attitudes, the motivations

· these bad things spring from hearts not surrendered to God

· again, note the Campus Crusade illustration
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Jesus is in the life but not on the throne. Self is on the
throne, directing decisions and actions (represented by the
dots), often resulting in frustration.




It is only through Jesus power, working in and through our lives that we can
· control anger

· take captive impure thoughts

· be faithful to spouses

· be people of integrity … forgive others … pray for our persecutors
4. Application
4.1 All Scripture is totally true, trustworthy, authoritative
· Truth of Scripture is superior to human interpretation or religious traditions

· As a disciple of Jesus read and submit to His authority as presented in what you read this week in your Bible

4.2 Our personal efforts at righteousness through good works are not adequate for being in a right relationship with God
· True righteousness comes from being in a right relationship with God – He is our heavenly Father, we are His children

· This week, don’t be satisfied with mediocrity, strive to live by God’s high standard – being like Him
4.3 Right living, being like Jesus goes beyond legalistic observance of laws
· Jesus’ high expectations for His disciples come from understanding and applying the intent of God’s instructions, not merely the letter of the law.

· Allow God to rule from the throne of your life – He will produce in your life those qualities that show God’s righteousness
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