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Half-Hearted Interest or Total Commitment?

1. Motivate

What team do you support?  Cowboys?  Redskins? Ravens? Dolphins?   … Who?
How can people tell who you support?

· your shirt/hat/car license plate holder

· the teams you watch

· the conversation you have about those players

· the stats you read and know

· the team you brag about

· the tickets you show them you got for really good seats

· team signs or team flags in your yard

2. Transition

What about your relationship to God … how would someone know you are “on God’s team”?

Today we look at what a life of commitment to Jesus looks like.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Total Sacrifice
Listen for titles given to Jesus by different people?
Luke 9:20-23 (NIV) "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, "The Christ of God." [21] Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. [22] And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life." [23] Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 
How would you answer Jesus today if He asked, “Who do crowds say I am?”

· He was a good teacher

· a prophet

· a martyr

· did good things for people

· a myth – the result of people’s imagination

What was the response when Jesus asked, “Who do you think that I am?” 

· Peter answered

· You are the Christ

· You are of God
Why do you think it was important that Jesus’ disciples understand who He was/is before being presented with the demands of discipleship?

· they would know from whom such a challenge was being given

· they needed to realize His authority when He gave commands and challenges

· they would have to submit total allegiance to Him

· they (and we) must know how much God loves us – then we can submit to Him

Why do you suppose that Jesus strictly warned His disciples not to tell anyone about His heavenly identity?

· the timing wasn’t right

· many people wouldn’t believe it

· religious leaders would accuse Him of blasphemy

· such a claim (though true) would confuse things

· people might start following Him for the wrong reason (they might see him as a political revolutionary to overthrow Rome’s tyranny)

· it could have ended His earthly ministry – part of which was to teach the twelve disciples and prepare them for ministry

What kind of future did Jesus predict for Himself? 

· would suffer many things

· will be rejected by the elders, chief priests, teachers of the law

· will be killed

· and on the third day would be raised from to life!
What are the conditions for discipleship with Jesus? (9:23)

· must deny self

· must take up cross daily

· then follow Jesus

What does this mean on a practical sense, to deny oneself?

· I don’t take charge of my own life

· I let Jesus be the boss

· I deny myself of and give up any right to run my own life

· I will submit to Jesus commands

· I will live by the principles established in His Word

What about the word “daily,”  why is that significant?

· it is much more than a one-time trip to the altar decision

· it is an ongoing commitment

· each day, even multiple times in a day a believer will bow to Jesus’ Lordship in his/her life

Why do you think Jesus didn’t make it easier and more attractive to follow Him?  Wouldn’t this type of approach keep people away?

· you cannot “straddle the fence” concerning how you respond to Jesus

· you either decide to follow Him wholeheartedly or you are really not following Him

· people must know up front what they are “signing on” for

· to soft pedal it would be dishonest

3.2 Total Loss
Listen for a seeming contradiction.
Luke 9:24-26 (NIV)     For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. [25] What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? [26] If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 

What seeming contradiction does Jesus declare about life?

· if you try to save your life, you will lose it

· if you lose your life for Jesus you will save it

What do you think Jesus meant by trying to “save your life”?

· pursue financial gain

· try to make it big in business

· try to gain power in business or politics

· work hard at being popular

What kinds of celebrities seem to have “gained the whole world” yet lost or forfeited their very selves?

· sports stars who end up addicted to alcohol and/or drugs and ruin their careers

· entertainers who make a lot of money but are unhappy

· people who win the lottery and whose lives are still messed up … go through the money quickly

What then did he mean by losing your life for Him?  Is it martyrdom or more?  In what ways can you do this?

· give up your life in surrender to Jesus

· follow Him

· forsake the pursuit of power, popularity, material gain and serve the Lord

· set aside your resources for use towards serving God

· give of your time, talents, treasure for spiritual ministries

· give up a job which violates biblical principles

So in what sense do people who do this “save” their lives?
· it is a spiritual joy and fullness of life they acquire

· they gain a relationship with the very God of the Universe, that is worth more than any tangible resources

· Jim Elliot, missionary martyr in Ecuador said it … "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose."
How might people show that they are “ashamed” of Jesus?

· hang out with people who abuse the name of Jesus

· tolerate the misuse of Jesus name in conversation

· go along with “the crowd” when people are involved in ungodly activities

· refuse to speak up for moral and spiritual issues to avoid people making fun of you

( Be aware that demonstrating that you are not ashamed of Jesus is more than wearing a “Jesus T-shirt.”

· It will mean your attitudes and actions reflect God’s rule in  your life.

· People will see in you the abundant life that God provides.
3.3 Total Commitment
Listen for different reactions to Jesus call.
Luke 9:57-62 (NIV) As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." [58] Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." [59] He said to another man, "Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." [60] Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God." [61] Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family." [62] Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God." 
What excuses did different people give for not following Jesus?
· need to go help my father

· need to go back and say good-by to my family

What warnings or responses did Jesus give to people who considered following Him?

· remember that you might not have a permanent place to live

· let the dead bury the dead, more important to go and proclaim the kingdom of God

· don’t look back … otherwise you’re not fit for service in the kingdom of God

What excuses might people make in our culture today when asked to serve the Lord?

· I have to pay off school bills

· I’m already committed to other responsibilities

· I have little kids at home to take care of

· my job is very time demanding

· there’s lots of other folks more talented and capable than I am

Agree or disagree … Telling Jesus “later” is the same as saying “no.”

	Agree
	Disagree

	· putting it off is just an excuse 

· when you delay, you probably have no intent of carrying through

· you hope God will “forget” His call (which is what you will do)

· putting off a decision makes it harder to make the decision
	· you might have a legitimate issue to deal with before you commit

· you need training before you can commit to a task

· the request is ill defined, you cannot judge right now whether or not it is doable


Why is preoccupation with temporal affairs a hindrance to receiving spiritual blessings from following Jesus?
· Jesus demands that He be first in our lives

· anything less than giving Jesus our best will result in missing out on Jesus best for us

· those temporal affairs (material things, prestige, popularity) become idols in our lives

· God deserves our best … our time, our talents, our treasure

· Jesus was not sidetracked with temporal issues … neither should we be

What are some practical steps in how we respond to Jesus call to follow Him?

· be aware of His message to you … in God’s Word, daily

· be sensitive to God’s Spirit as you read/hear the teaching of God’s Word – trust, obey

4. Application
4.1 Jesus is the chosen Messiah-King whom God had promised.
· People of Jesus’ day failed to recognize Him as such

· God’s purpose was to fulfill His purpose at the cross

· Following Him involves the “way of the cross” … denying self to choose God’s way

4.2 The ways that most people think then can save their lives and get the most out of life actually end up causing to miss out on real life.
· Give up your control of your own life

· Give God control – allow Him to provide fulfillment and abundant life
4.3 Some people promise to follow Jesus anywhere.
· Jesus wants us to know what following Him involves – often leaving your comfort zones

· Following Jesus must take priority over everything else in our lives

· When an opportunity to follow Christ comes, don’t put something or someone else first.
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