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Haggai: A Message of Hope

1. Motivate

What are some situations where you tend to procrastinate?
· doing the dishes

· doing the laundry

· preparing your tax return

· getting dinner ready (maybe we can go out to eat instead)

· getting the safety inspection for the car

· paying bills

· balancing the checkbook

2. Transition

Haggai confronts the people of Judah about their slowness to rebuild the temple.
· God wanted them to get their priorities straight

· Today we look also at how we might learn to do the same

3. Bible Study

3.1 A Question of Priorities
Listen for results of misplaced priorities.
Haggai 1:2-9 (NIV) This is what the Lord Almighty says: "These people say, 'The time has not yet come for the Lord's house to be built.' " [3] Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: [4] "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?" [5] Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. [6] You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it." [7] This is what the Lord Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. [8] Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored," says the Lord. [9] "You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the Lord Almighty. "Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house. 
The people of Judah whined that “it isn’t time yet” to rebuild the temple.  What other reasons do you think they might have had?

· too busy

· would take away from what little money they had

· wasn’t relevant in their lives … “What’s in it for me?  Not so much.”

· It’s just a building … I need a decent place to live first

What did Haggai suggest was the results for their lives?
· why is God’s house in ruin and you live in fancy, paneled houses

· give careful thought to your ways

· note the diminishing returns of all your efforts

· planting your crops, harvest little

· when you drink, you’re still thirsty

· eat but still hungry

· dress to keep warm, but not warm

· wages you earn somehow never get saved
What are some ways when a person can be busy doing “good things” yet feels unfulfilled?

· busy earning a living – you can become a “workaholic”

· busy with community volunteer groups

· when you are super busy taxiing your kids everywhere to all the “right” activities

· when you become too engaged in even a wholesome hobby – it no longer becomes fun or exciting … it becomes a drudgery

How might an expensive and luxurious life-style a person’s  spirituality – say like if you won the lottery?
· you use up a lot of time shopping, spending money

· since you have so much you want to get the most bang for your lots of bucks

· entertainment, doing fun things would be a big priority

· it would be easy not to have time for personal prayer and Bible study

· having lots of money requires a lot of work and effort and time managing your financial affairs
· you could get angry at all the “friends” and relatives who what to help you spend it

· you begin to feel that you don’t need God … all you need is your money

What excuses do people make for not doing the will of God?
· No one, not even God, is going to tell me what to do

· God asks too much

· how do I know what the will of God is so I can do it?

· God intended us to figure things out on our own and do that

· what does God know about what I should be doing?

· if all these bad things happen in the world, why can’t God make them stop?  How can His will be anything good for those families who lost those children in Connecticut

So what would be involved in putting God first in our thoughts, words, and deeds?  How does it happen in a practical, day to day sense?
· first of all, know what God says, find out what are His priorities

· then apply those principles and those specific commands to your life

· make God’s priorities your priorities

· fill your mind with God’s messages to you, not with the world’s mindset

· less time with secular entertainment, more time with pursuit of knowing who God is and what He is doing

· obeying the Great Commission … involvement in the spread of the Gospel

3.2 A Word of Encouragement
Listen for mandates God gives His people and their leaders.
Haggai 2:4-5 (NIV)   But now be strong, O Zerubbabel,' declares the Lord. 'Be strong, O Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,' declares the Lord, 'and work. For I am with you,' declares the Lord Almighty. [5] 'This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.'  … [9]  'The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,' says the Lord Almighty. 'And in this place I will grant peace,' declares the Lord Almighty." 

What encouragements and challenges did God give to the leaders?

· be strong all you leaders

· work

· know that my strengthening presence is with you

· this is promised in our covenant – all the way back to when your people were rescued out of Egypt

· my Spirit remains with you, among you

· do not fear

Why might leaders be discouraged?

· poor followers

· the people are short sighted and uncooperative

· lack of resources

· a sequence of what the world might call “bad luck” 

· personal health or family problems

How might the encouragements we listed be helpful to leaders who suffered these kinds of problems?  What encouragement do you find?

· God is with them … they don’t minister all alone

· Consider Philip. 4:19 (NIV)   And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

· God is our healer – physically, emotionally, spiritually

· God is greater than so called “bad luck”

· God is at work, even in the tough times

What are some ways in which God gives a word of encouragement to people today?

· through reading a specific scripture passage

· advice from a godly friend

· something stated in a sermon or Bible study

· a comment by even a secular person … it strikes a chord, it speaks specifically to what you are struggling with

· God’s Holy Spirit impresses upon your mind a message of peace or direction

How can you give a word of encouragement to those in leadership?

· certainly they appreciate hearing you appreciated a sermon or Bible study
· write or email a note of thanks for something specific they said or did
· when you have a thought of criticism … keep it to yourself … don’t communicate it to the leader and don’t talk (gossip) about it with others

· pray for their ministry 

· look for ways to help them when you can see they do have a heavy load

· pray some more!
3.3 A Promise of Protection
Listen for assurances God offered.
Haggai 2:18-19 (NIV)    'From this day on, from this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give careful thought to the day when the foundation of the Lord's temple was laid. Give careful thought: [19] Is there yet any seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne fruit.    " 'From this day on I will bless you.' " … [23]  " 'On that day,' declares the Lord Almighty, 'I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,' declares the Lord, 'and I will make you like my signet ring, for I have chosen you,' declares the Lord Almighty." 

What contrast was made between God’s punishment up to that point and His future blessing?

· things haven’t gone well in the past

· your crops and livestock have not prospered

· this is going to change

· from now on I will bless you

How does God’s discipline (not always punishment) change a person’s life?

· causes the person to realize his/her own limitations, inadequacies

· conclude we can only succeed (or even survive) in God’s strength
· when tough times come, you learn you can depend on God … He is faithful, He is strong, He is loving … the world is not!

· you learn that God can accomplish good things, even in the midst of bad situations

What message was given to Zerubbabel, a government leader?

· I will make you “like my signet ring”

· I have chosen you

A signet ring shows kingship and royalty.  How would Zerubbabel be like God’s signet ring?

· God put him in charge

· God gave his divine approval, affirmation to the leadership role of Zerubbabel

· he could be assured that he had God’s support, backing for his authority

· actually he was a descendant of David and was in the lineage of Jesus mentioned in Matthew

What would this kind of message do for someone in spiritual leadership (from the pastor to a parent)?

· a reminder of the responsibility

· encouragement, exhortation to give the leadership task your very best effort

· reminder of the presence of God, guiding, empowering

· reminder of the authority God has given

· reminder that spiritual leadership is not just for the clergy … it is for all of us in the various levels of leadership God has given us

4. Application
4.1 No excuses for our failure to honor the Lord are acceptable
· Admit that selfish priorities and pursuits prove to be futile

· Determine to put God first in your life

· Observe how it brings glory to God and is fulfilling to you

4.2 In times of discouragement and disappointment we can expect the Lord to provide a word of encouragement
· Strength and motivation to serve the Lord come from realization of God’s presence and power at work in our lives

· Pray for those in leadership – that they realize and appropriate God’s power.
4.3 Know that God brings blessing to all who willingly change their priorities from themselves to Him
· That blessing may be here and now, it may be in eternity

· God will bless leaders who follow and serve Him 
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