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God’s Work of Creation

1. Motivate

What have you always wanted to make but never tried?

· carve a carrousel horse

· build a house

· rebuild engine on a 32 Ford

· build a canoe

· make a topiary out of a bush on my lawn

· learn to draw a caricature

· a gazebo in my back yard

· sew a quilt

· write a novel (a best seller)

2. Transition

We are creative because we are made in the image of the Creator

· Today we look at the Psalmist’s view of  Creation

· God’s creation is awesome!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Creative Power
Listen for images which describe God’s actions.
Psalm 104:1-5 (NIV) 1 Praise the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, you are very great; you are clothed with splendor and majesty. 2 He wraps himself in light as with a garment; he stretches out the heavens like a tent 3 and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their waters. He makes the clouds his chariot and rides on the wings of the wind. 4 He makes winds his messengers, flames of fire his servants. 5 He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved. 
List words or phrases which the psalmist uses to describe God?

· very great

· splendor, majesty

· wrapped with light as with a garment

What figures are used to describe what God does?

· wraps himself in light like a garment

· stretches out the heavens like a tent

· lays beams of his upper chamber on their waters

· makes the clouds his chariot

· rides the wings of the wind

· makes the winds His messengers

· makes flames of fire His servants

· set the earth on its foundations
How is God involved in the events of the earth? 

· makes the winds His messengers

· makes flames of fire His servants

· set the earth on its foundations

What comparisons or similarities do you see with Genesis 1?  

· God created light

· foundations of the world (firmament) 

· clouds mentioned

· separation of water and land on the earth

· God’s greatness in the capability to create something out of nothing

How would you have felt to have had a 6 day grandstand seat to watch all of Genesis 1 happening?  

· amazed

· in awe

· fascinated

· cannot wait to see what happens next

What part would you most have liked to see?

· creation of the animals

· to watch the sequence

· to see something appear out of nothing

What has recently inspired you to see some aspect of creation with newfound awe?

· beautiful sunsets

· visits to national parks

· power of nature (blizzard, hurricane, tornado, floods, big waves on lake/ocean)

· looking down from an airplane at the size of the landscape

· pictures of earth from space

How can we reflect this sense of awe in our worship?

· often the lyrics of a song reflect these feelings

· meditate, think about the meaning of the words 

· instead of being intent on harmonizing or impressing folks around you with the beauty of your voice

· think about descriptions of God’s character from Psalms or other scripture readings

How can we use our experiences of awe  to share our faith with others?

· share your marvel about God’s creativity

· steer the conversation to the source of the beauty you are seeing in nature

· note the power of nature (hurricanes, blizzards, tornados, wind, the oceans) and how they can be terrible, but are minor compared to God’s power

· note the intricate detail and engineering of a wise creator God when you see various life forms and their capabilities

3.2 Creative Wisdom
Listen for references to the sea.
Psalm 104:24-26 (NIV)  24  How many are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.  25  There is the sea, vast and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond number-- living things both large and small.  26  There the ships go to and fro, and the leviathan, which you formed to frolic there. 
How much of creation did the psalmist attribute to the Lord?  What words in verse 24 support your answer?
· many, numerous works of God

· God made them all

· the earth is full of God’s creatures

What did the psalm writer learn from observing the sea?
· it is vast and spacious

· it is full of God’s creatures

· they are many, “beyond number”

· there are big things, little things

· enables ships to go back and forth

· large ocean dwellers “frolic” there 
How have  you seen God’s wisdom reflected in the natural world?
· creation of life

· the amazing way our bodies work

· how plants and animals balance out each other’s needs

· ecosystem of different species

· studying physics – forces, electricity, magnetism, etc.

What attitude should we have toward God’s creation? 
· awe

· thankfulness

· praise to God, worship

· appreciate it

· use it to demonstrate God’s glory

How should our actions reflect our belief in God as Creator? 
· honor God as creator

· we are made in His image … we also should be creative (in a variety of ways)

· take care of the creation He has given us
3.3 Sustaining Love
Listen for God’s provision.
Psalm 104:27-30 (NIV)  27  These all look to you to give them their food at the proper time.  28  When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things.  29  When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust.  30  When you send your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. 
In what ways does the earth and all life depend on God?

· all look to receive their food from God

· we trust His timing

· we look for His provision and gather it in

· we are satisfied with the good things God gives us

What examples did the psalmist provide that confirm the Lord is dependable?

· God’s creatures are satisfied with what He provides (humans could learn from that)

· the cycle of life depends on God … 

· consider the ongoing generations of your own family

· we miss the previous generations, but God brings new generations along to continue their work and family line

What areas in our lives do we need to learn to depend more on God’s sustaining power?

· power to live a righteous life

· help us finish some task we start

· help us keep with a commitment (to Him, to a spouse, to ourselves)

· to see us through a down time (physically, financially)

· to help us to get past failures and go on in victorious living

What hinders us from recognizing God’s continual activity in sustaining both creation and our daily lives?

· a secular worldview

· we don’t purposefully look for God’s hand in creation around us

· we are too busy with other stuff in our lives
How do we savor the God of creation who sustains us?

· purposefully look for God’s working in nature … and in our own lives

· make it a point to look for examples each day … flowers, how your grass grows, sunsets, the immensity and great number of plant species

What advice would you give to someone who admits to you that their needs are not being provided for … they are not being sustained?

· throw yourself on God’s mercy

· have they told God their needs?   Yes, He knows, but He wants us to come to him in faith

· are they in some attitude of rebellion, rejecting God’s direction in their life

· are they trying to depend on their own strength … God wants us to depend on Him

· get away from complaining and grousing and begin to praise God for who He is, what He has done

· praising God is demonstrating an attitude of faith

4. Application
4.1 As a devotional exercise, create acrostics using key  words from our lesson today

· CREATOR

· PROVIDER

· SUSTANER

4.2 Be thankful
· As you awake each day this week, thank the Lord of love for the new day

· Before you go to sleep each night, thank Him for the day … He gave it to you
4.3 Let something go
· This week sacrifice some time with the TV … at the golf course … or any other recreational activity

· Spend the time walking and praying outdoors

· Ask God to open your eyes, ears, and heart to how His love for you is shown in creation

· Thank Him for each blessing

( We can share with others how this powerful and creative God wants a personal relationship with every individual
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