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God’s Word Delights

1. Motivate

In our culture, what are typical sources of advice people look to on things such as work and career, finances, raising kids, etc.

· look it up on the internet

· Google it

· check what Dr. Phil has to say

· there’s an app for that

· hire an expert

· ask a friend

· CNN, Fox News, 60 Minutes, talk radio

2. Transition

God’s Word should be our “go to” resource for how to live our lives.

· We experience joy as we follow God’s Word. 

· We will be studying Psalm 119 … 

Facts about Psalm 119:

· 176 verses

· The longest psalm – longest chapter in the Bible
· Longer than 30 other entire books of the Bible

· Literary style: Acrostic poem

· Each stanza uses one of the 22 Hebrew letters.

· Every stanza extols the value and expresses delight in God’s Word
3. Bible Study

3.1 Blessed By God’s Word
Listen for who will be blessed.
Psalm 119:1-3 (NIV)  Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the LORD. 2  Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart. 3  They do nothing wrong; they walk in his ways.
According to these verses, who will be blessed by God? 
· if your ways are blameless

· if you walk according to the law of the Lord

· if you keep God’s statutes

· when you seek Him with all your heart

What synonyms are used for God’s Word in this passage (there are 8 or more words in all 176 verses which refer to God’s Word)? 
· the law of the Lord

· God’s statutes

· God’s ways
Synonyms for Scripture found in the whole chapter.

· Law

· Word

· Sayings

· Judgments

· Testimonies

· commandments

· Statutes

· Precepts
· Ways

How is the psalmist’s devotion to God’s Word revealed?
· live one’s life in accord with God’s Word, 

· keeping God’s statutes

· seeking Him

· walk in God’s ways
What can we learn about God’s Word from this psalm?  What role should God’s Word play in our lives? 
· should be the foundation for our life

· it should be heeded, obeyed

· worth studying in depth, 

· worth more than just a cursory, one time browse

· a valuable resource for how to live
How do we seek God with our whole heart?
· daily conversation with God

· prayer, study and  meditate on Scripture

· make choices according to God’s principles

How is the way the psalmist described the law of the Lord different from the way we typically think about law?

	Psalmist’s “Law”
	Typical concept of “Law”

	· God’s Truth

· 10 commandments

· God’s principles for living

· similar to an “owner’s manual” which describes how to live
	· established by legislature, executive 

· enforced by police

· punishment carried out by judge and jury

· enforcement by fear of punishment


Why does it exhort us to seek Him with all of our “hearts”? Is obedience not enough?
· more than just outward obedience

· includes submission of the heart and mind

· includes attitudes

· contrast small child told to “Sit down!” … responds “I’m sitting on the outside, but standing up on the inside”
3.2 Obeying God’s Word
Listen for a confession.
Psalm 119:4-6 (NIV)  You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed. 5  Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your decrees! 6  Then I would not be put to shame when I consider all your commands.
Notice how the psalmist moves from the third person “those, their, they” to the second person “we”, to the first person “I.” What does this progression show you about the psalmist’s heart? 
· not speaking in generalities

· he’s not preaching to others only

· it is we who need to apply this Truth to our lives

· takes it personally

· applies to us, our fellowship also

· applies to me specifically

What words or phrases speak to these issues?

	Honesty
	Confession/Repentance
	Petition

	· you laid down the precepts

· they are there to be obeyed
	· I wish my ways were steadfast

· I wish I could/would have obeyed them
	· make my ways steadfast in obedience

· keep me from shame by enabling me to consider all your commands


Consider this translation of verse 4.  Psalm 119:4 (HCSB)  You have commanded that Your precepts be diligently kept. 

 What does it mean to keep God’s precepts diligently?  Let’s list some synonyms of the word “diligent.”
· hardworking
· industrious

· meticulous

· conscientious

· thorough

· careful

· painstaking

· persistent

If we are to keep God’s precepts, why must we be diligent?

· cannot keep them haphazardly

· must be paying attention

· God’s precepts are important … cannot let spiritual issues lapse

How should our hearts mirror this attitude? 
· don’t look for verses that preach at others

· look for verses, concepts which apply to yourself

· I will read God’s Word expecting Him to speak to me
3.3 Learning God’s Word
Listen for words of resolve.
Psalm 119:7-8 (NIV) 7  I will praise you with an upright heart as I learn your righteous laws. 8  I will obey your decrees; do not utterly forsake me.
What does the psalmist say will result in praise to and obedience of God?

· learning God’s righteous laws

· learning what is the right way to live

· never forsake God’s Truth

· don’t reject what God tells you

· don’t “blow it off” … apply God’s Truth to your life, pay attention to it, put it into practice

What specific steps can you take to increase the influence of God’s Word in your life? 
· get into the habit of daily reading and meditation on God’s Word

· if we skip a day, we should feel “hungry” like if we skip a meal

· participate in group Bible studies

· talk to God about your spiritual struggles

· confess them to Him … acknowledge your actions and attitudes as sin

· tell Him you are trusting Him for enabling to live according to His Word
Why is it so important to obey Scripture?

· ignoring it is foolish

· James says it is not unlike looking in a mirror and fixing what you see (dirt on face, hair messed up, tie crooked, mismatched earrings, etc.)

· God’s Truth is like a mirror that shows us what is wrong

· just as important it tells us how to fix it

Here the psalmist has attained this upright heart, but he does not display pride in his accomplishment. Instead he praises God.   What characteristics does this display?

· spiritual honesty

· a life and attitude of praise and worship of God

· learning to apply God’s Truth

· determination to see God working in his life daily, continuously

· spiritual growth is continuous, not a one step process
Consider Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV)   The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. 
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So why would the psalmist pray “do not utterly forsake me”? 
· writer promises to obey God’s decrees

· struggling with an issue of faith

· being honest with God

· The psalmist intensely desired the Lord’s presence. 
· Without it, he knew he would be overwhelmed by the threats and cares of the world.

Application
Read God’s Word daily. 

· Many Bible reading plans are available. 

· Pick one and begin a daily quiet time of prayer  and Scripture intake. 

· Read God’s Word daily to renew your mind and strengthen your faith.

Dig deeper for personal growth. 

· Is there a specific area of your life where you need to change or grow?

· Dig deeper into God’s Word in that specific area,  learn what the Word of God says about it. 

· Then submit yourself to the truth of God’s Word

 Disciple a new believer. 

· One way to discipline yourself to read and study God’s Word is to invest in someone else. 

· Learn as you walk alongside someone and help him or her. Read and study together. 

· Make a commitment to keep learning to help someone else learn the word of God. 

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Across


5. Keep His _?_


7. Then I would not be put to _?_


9. Blessed are they whose ways are _?_


10. Walk according to the _?_ of the Lord


11. do not _?_ forsake me


Down


1. Walk in His _?_


2. _?_ are they who keep His statutes


3. I will _?_ you with an upright heart


4. Precepts are to be fully _?_


6. Oh that my ways were _?_


8. _?_ Him with all your heart








Psalm 119:1-8 Crossword
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