1. Motivate

What are some ways that words are different from visual images?

	Words
	Visual Images

	· descriptive detail

· portray emotion

· can relate a conversation

· enable you to build a visual image in your mind

· necessary for precise meanings of legal documents
	· show color, texture

· picture worth 1000 words

· can communicate great detail

· can show relationships (like an “exploded” drawing of mechanical object)


2. Transition

Today we look at how John combined these concepts

· Jesus was visually seen (and heard) by people

· John referred to Him as the “Logos,” the Word … an expression of God, Himself

· God sent Jesus … as His Son, Jesus would show us who God is

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Son’s Identity
If someone asked you who Jesus Christ is, how would you respond?

· Son of God

· Messiah

· one of the members of the Trinity (Father, Son,  Holy Spirit)

How might an unbeliever describe Him ?

· a great moral teacher

· a prophet

· an important person in history

( How you see and understand Jesus is the most important decision in life.

Listen for words and phrases which speak to the identity of Jesus.

John 1:1-2 (NIV)   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] He was with God in the beginning.  …  [14] The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John uses the Greek word logos which is translated “the Word” to refer to Jesus.  What statements does he make about “The Word”?

· He was in the beginning

· He was with God

· He was God

· the Word became flesh, a human

· glory, grace, truth displayed

· came from the Father

Why do you think John used the concept “Word” to identify Jesus?

· Jesus communicates to us about God – what He is like

· Jesus reveals God

· Jesus is God’s teaching to us – in the flesh

In vs. 14, John declared “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”

What examples form Jesus’ life demonstrate He is the “Word,” communicating about God?
· miracles performed

· important Truth communicated verbally

· His teachings

· quoted and brought to light Old Testament passages

· showed compassion, love

· His revelations about who God is and what He is doing

What examples demonstrate that He “became flesh and made His dwelling among us”?

· the fact that He lived (ate, slept, walked, talked, functioned) as a human 

· showed human emotions (wept)

· when he was tortured, he bled

· was tempted by Satan with human temptations

How is Jesus being completely human more significant than God the Son simply taking human form?

· if He was just a man, He could not die for our sins

· if He was not a man, He could not live a human life and live without sin

· as a man he could understand our struggles, our problems, our joys
( He had to be both God and man … equally and totally

How should this truth that God the son came to earth as a human being affect the way we live?

· when we struggle with a sin, ask Jesus to show you how He would have handled it

· remember that He knows how we are feeling – talk to Him about that

· thank Him for His willingness to give up Heaven to come and be our Savior
3.2 The Son’s Purpose
C.S. Lewis points out three possibilities about Jesus’ claims

· He was a God as He said He was

· He was a liar

· He was a lunatic

Why could he make that statement?  Why could Jesus not be merely a good teacher or prophet?

· if you claim to be God it’s either true or not

· if it’s not, then you are intentionally deceiving people or you are crazy

· if it’s true then you are far more than  just a teacher or prophet.

Listen for what John says about being God’s child.

John 1:11-13 (NIV)  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. [12] Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- [13] children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  … [18]  No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known. … [29] The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

According to this passage, what is the benefit of receiving or believing in the Word? 

· the right to become children of God

· not just a human relationship

· rather a God-man relationship

· not a physical birth, rather a spiritual birth … “born of God”

We read that His own people rejected Him.  Why do you think that happened?

· expected a different type of messiah

· expected a military or political leader

· His teachings conflicted with what the religious leaders of the day thought

· His actions (healing people on the Sabbath, associating with sinners) aggravated the religious leaders

· they didn’t understand what He was saying (even the disciples, initially)

Why do people today reject Jesus?

· don’t want to change their life to accommodate God’s rule in their lives

· think the Bible is a myth

· have other things more important than Jesus (idols)

· see Him as merely a great teacher, a humanitarian, a martyr

· unwilling to admit their need for Jesus … that they are sinners

What do you think it means to be a “child of God”?  What does it take?

· believe what Jesus said, claimed

· includes repentance, confession

· includes receiving by faith Jesus’ offer of forgiveness of sins

· puts you in right relationship with God

· includes ongoing submission to His authority in your life

Verse 18 says that no one can see God.  Why, then, did he send Jesus?
· Jesus shows us what God is like

· Jesus is the redemptive expression of who God is

· demonstrate God’s power, God’s authority, God’s love

 3.3 The Son’s Ministry
Listen for a good model for responding to Jesus.
Matthew 4:17-24 (NIV)    From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."  [18] As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. [19] "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." [20] At once they left their nets and followed him.   [21] Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, [22] and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.  [23] Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. [24] News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. 

What was Christ’s message from that time on? 

· preach, communicated need for repentance

· communicated the coming of the kingdom/rule of God

· this hinted at the rule of God within people’s very lives … a step beyond the rule of Jewish Law

What exactly did Jesus say to Simon and Andrew? 

· Come, Follow Me

· I will make you fishers … of men, not of just fish

What do we mean when we say we “follow” a sports team, a TV program, a musical group, or an author?

· we like that team or program or group

· we root for them, talk about them with others, we watch how they do

· we are excited when they do well

· we look for opportunities to see or hear or read about them

So what would it mean when Jesus says “follow me”?

· pay attention to what Jesus says

· look for opportunities to talk about what Jesus says, does

· read about Him, what He is doing, what He plans to do

· do what He recommends/commands

What does it mean to be a “fisher of men”?

· Jesus used a metaphor

· their job had been to go out and catch fish from the lake

· now their task would be to “catch” men and bring them to the Truth about Jesus

Why did Jesus handpick blue-collar fishermen to be the leaders of the Christian church?

· they had a better handle on what real life was like

· the religious leaders were interested only in job security

· they had degraded what God intended into a picky collection of rules 

· they had fallen away from what it meant to believe what God said and have that counted as righteousness

4. Application
4.1 Christ, the Word, came to communicate to us Who God is and what He is like
· Christ came to dwell as God with us

· He is preexistent, coexistent, eternal and equal with God

· Ask Him to communicate to you God’s grace, God’s Truth

4.2 Jesus was rejected by His own people and by the world today.
· Becoming a child of God is an act of God, not an entitlement or human accomplishment

· We know what God is like through Jesus, His Son (who is God)

· Thank the Lord this week for Jesus’ offer of forgiveness to those who receive and believe in Him
4.3 Jesus became a human so that He could redeem us sinners
· Jesus calls people to come to Him and receive Him, to become children of God

· As you follow Him this week, read what He has said, tell others of how they can be children of God also

