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God is Just

1. Motivate

When it comes to fighting for justice, who is your favorite character?

· Superman

· Batman

· Wonder Woman
· Ironman 
· Steve McGarrett of Hawaii Five Oh, “Book ‘em Danno”

· Alaska State Troopers
· COPS, “Bad boys, bad boys, what you gonna’ do …”
· Andy Griffith and Barney
· Law and Order, CSI

· Greta Van Sustren, Bill O’Reilly 
2. Transition

Consider that stories of injustice can get us worked up … 

· “You’ll be amazed and outraged at the injustice in our next story”
· Today we consider that God is always just and (you’ll be glad) God is also merciful.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Justice Toward the Repentant
Consider the following case studies … why is it difficult to forgive?

1. A 20 dollar bill is missing from your wallet.  You learn your daughter took it to purchase a school supply for your granddaughter while you were out of the house.  She says she’ll repay you next week.
2. You pick up your 10 year old son from a friend’s house.  He smells of tobacco smoke.  You ask if he has been smoking and he replies that he had no choice,  everyone else was doing it.

3. You get a call from the police station to pick up your teenage son.  Your son and his friends were taken in for reckless driving and underage drinking.  Your son was a passenger in the car, but he tells you he had not been drinking.

4. Your teenage daughter borrows your car and says she’ll return it at 8:00 P.M.  At midnight she brings it home damaged and tells you that it broke down and she was involved in an accident.  Thankfully she was not hurt.

So why is it difficult to forgive in situations like these?

· in some cases they are obviously guilty, they need the book thrown at them

· in other cases, things look mighty suspicious, they need to be “grounded” just to teach them a lesson for next time

· we don’t feel like forgiving them … they “done you wrong”

How might God be correct in finding it just as difficult to forgive us for our failures/sins?

· we are obviously guilty

· we need a wakeup call “smack up the side of the head”

· God has been grievously wronged by our action or attitude 

In our first passage listen for what pleases God.
Ezekiel 18:21-23 (NIV)   "But if a wicked man turns away from all the sins he has committed and keeps all my decrees and does what is just and right, he will surely live; he will not die. [22] None of the offenses he has committed will be remembered against him. Because of the righteous things he has done, he will live. [23] Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign Lord. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live? 

How does God feel about a wicked person who repents? 

· God gives him life

· he will surely live

· sins not remembered against him
· God is pleased when they repent
What are the crucial actions a sinful person must take to receive God’s forgiveness?

· confess, agree with God that the act is sin

· repent, turn away from the wrong, choose to do right

· receive by faith the forgiveness God offers

What blessing does God give to the repentant?

· forgiveness

· life, union with God

· sins not remembered against him

· God’s pleasure
Why does it sometimes bother us when someone gets “off the hook”?

· maybe they wronged us and we don’t see them punished (attitude of revenge)

· not fair, someone else we know really got heavy punishment

· lack of equity in punishments

· the person is arrogant about getting away with it

· we figure they’ll just do the same thing again

Why do you think God is more concerned with the way we live today than with our previous mistakes or accomplishments?

· God desires a close relationship with us now

· we have been forgiven already, we must merely make it effective by confession and repentance

· God has provided the means to live a life of holiness, righteousness (the empowering of the Holy Spirit)

· God wants our daily walk with Him

3.2 Justice Toward the Rebellious
Listen for the results of rebellion.
Ezekiel 18:24 (NIV)     "But if a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin and does the same detestable things the wicked man does, will he live? None of the righteous things he has done will be remembered. Because of the unfaithfulness he is guilty of and because of the sins he has committed, he will die. 

According to this verse, What happens to a righteous person’s good deeds if he or she later turns to sin? 

· the righteous things he/she has done will not be remembered

· because of unfaithfulness he/she is guilty

· because of sins committed he/she will die
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What does this verse imply is a possibility for those who claim to be righteous?

· the claim might be false … they may be now involved in sinful acts and attitudes

· bad choices can render someone out of fellowship with God

· there are no scales of good vs bad and judgment based on which way it leans

· your actions alone don’t determine your relationship with God

· repentance, faith and obedience are what please God

Why don’t we take sin as seriously as we should?

· we think of them as “mistakes”

· we ignore them … maybe the guilt will go away

· our hearts are hardened to the convicting work of the Holy Spirit

· we ignore the convicting/convincing of the Holy Spirit

· we are discouraged about the inevitability of continuing to fail

· we don’t realize we have God’s power to overcome, God’s provision of an escape from temptation

How is this verse both good news and bad news?

	Good News
	Bad News

	· we don’t have to try to work a bunch of good deeds to counter our sinful deeds
	· good deeds are not enough to please God

· seems like you can undo a life of good with a series of bad choices

· sin will result in death


What were some occasions in the scriptures when God punished someone’s behavior?

· When David sinned with Bathsheba

· When David took a census and was not supposed to

· Joseph’s brothers suffered for their mistreatment of him

· John the Baptist’s father was stricken with being unable to speak when he laughed at what the angel told him

· Abraham suffered some consequence of trying to have a son not born of Sarah

Note – we understand that the person who has genuinely received Jesus as Lord and Savior is eternally secure.

· At the same time, the believer is accountable to God for his/her attitudes and actions

· Sinful actions have consequences – the sowing and reaping principle

· A fondness for chocolate chip cookies can be “substance abuse”
· If you eat too many, it affects your health

· God calls us to be wise stewards of the life and gifts He has given us  
3.3 Response to God’s Justice
Listen for what God wants from His people.
Ezekiel 18:30-32 (NIV)   "Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his ways, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. [31] Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O house of Israel? [32] For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live! 

What did God want Israel (and us) to do?

· repent

· turn from all your offenses

· rid yourself of offenses committed

· get a new heart and a new spirit

· repent and live
Why is this for believers as well as unbelievers?

· we struggle often with sin in our lives, even after salvation

· God wants to set us free from slavery to sin as well as from the penalty of sin

· when God reveals to us a new area or issue in our lives where we need to be more like Him, we must confess (agree with God it is wrong) and repent (turn away from that sin) and trust Him to enable victory

What kinds of things happen in our lives when we repent?

· part of the formula for receiving salvation and for spiritual growth/renewal (confession, repentance, faith)

· our lives head in a new direction

· God is pleased (he takes no pleasure in death of anyone)

Remember this:

· When God forgives, God forgets – erases the sins of repentant sinners

· God relieves us of guilt – if sins are erased, there is no reason to carry guilt around

( God is done with your sin through the power of the Cross of Christ

· You can be done with it also!

4. Application
4.1 Choose grace, not guilt
· Memorize the verse Jeremiah 31:34b  …  "For I will forgive their wickedness        and will remember their sins no more."

· Claim this promise against things in your life for which you have asked forgiveness but still feel guilt
4.2 Pray for an enemy … every day by name 
· The person you think is “getting off the hook”

· Give that person over to God and His justice and mercy

· Ask God to develop compassion and empathy in your own life
4.3 Close the gap
· Ask God to match up what people see on the outside and what He sees on the inside of your life

· Consider an accountability partner with whom you can share and pray
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