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God Instructs His People

1. Motivate

When you were growing up, what were some of the rules in your family?
· do your homework before you get to watch TV

· take turns washing dishes for Mom after dinner

· always pick up your room before you go to school

· do chores to get an allowance

· had to be in by a certain time – different for school nights than for weekend

· don’t park bicycles in the driveway

· no movies, no dancing

· when the church doors are open, our family will be there

· always address adults with “sir” or “mam” 

2. Transition

Sometimes family rules are arbitrary 

· Most are designed to provide order and teach us good manners

· Today we look at the moral standards God established in the Ten Commandments

· They still show us how God expects people to live

3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Loyal to God
Listen for how loyalty to God is affirmed.
Exodus 20:1-4 (NIV) And God spoke all these words: [2] "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. [3] "You shall have no other gods before me. [4] "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. … [7] "You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. [8] "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Why do you think God prefaced the Ten Commandments by announcing who He is?
· He wanted to establish the authority of the commandments

· to make sure people didn’t think these were just ideas that Moses thought up

· so people wouldn’t think these were rules that would be voted on

· so we know this is how God expects people to live

The first commandment is “no other gods before me. How do people, things, and other loyalties sometimes captivate your attention more than God?

· we have influences in our lives that have more control over us than God does

· we submit to other people or other things in our lives ahead of God

· some things are more important to us than God is in our lives (material stuff, influence, relationships, wealth, fame,  entertainment, jobs)
· we spend more time, energy, emotion, and resources on these other things than in knowing and serving God

· we often say that these are “idols” in our lives

How do you think God feels when we worship things other than Him?

· abandoned

· sad, grieved

· righteous anger

Why do you think this exclusive loyalty is the first command, foundational to all the rest?

· if we put God first, all the rest of the commands will follow

· if God is the most important motivation in our lives, we will be doing all the rest of the things He commands

How is this first concept (no other gods) really different from the second commandment which speaks of actual physical objects which someone might bow down to?

· a carved or cast statue is a symbol 

· it is a physical image of an invisible, spiritual deity

Why would God not want any physical representations of Himself to be used in worship?

· physical images are man’s imagination of what God is like

· God is so far beyond our understanding that He could not be adequately represented by a mere physical icon

· it would be so much like just all the other deities in surrounding nations

· He is not just one of many … He is THE God Who Is … Jehovah

How do you guard against or fight idolatry (actual objects or influences) in your own life?

· work daily at putting God first

· spend time with Him

· read and heed His Word

· claim His promises




then idols dim in contrast

· worship Him, praise Him daily

· submit to Him, “serve the Lord with gladness”

Why all the fuss about verbal or written misuse of someone’s name?

· reflects the importance of names in Bible times

· the name Jehovah represented His very being and character

· to misuse the name is to mistreat the person

· it demeans their character

· it declares contempt for that person

What is bad about even repeated listening  to or hearing the misuse of God's name, such as in a movie?

· it dulls our sensitivity

· it becomes commonplace to hear it

· if we hear it all the time, it can become part of our own speech pattern

· we can lose the reverence we should have for God

3.2 Be Respectful of Others
Listen for human rights the last six commandments are designed to protect.
Exodus 20:12-17 (NIV) "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. [13] "You shall not murder. [14] "You shall not commit adultery. [15] "You shall not steal. [16] "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. [17] "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 
What is the benefit of honoring parents? 

· you will live long

· you will receive God’s ongoing blessing and provision

How are we commanded to treat one another? 

· no murder

· no adultery, honor the sanctity of marriage

· honor the ownership of others things

· tell the truth

· be satisfied with what you have, don’t obsess over what others have

Why does God not want us to commit sins against others, as well as Him?

· God wants us to act as He acts towards people

· to act in love

· to honor Him above all others

· As Jesus said, “Love the Lord with all that you are, love your neighbor as yourself” these are the greatest commandments
What might be some of modern society’s substitutions for these commandments?

5. Be nice to your parents to stay in their will

6. Don’t kill anyone unless they deserve it

7. Don’t admit to adultery (“I did not … ”)

8. “Borrow” whatever you want.  You can always return it later if you have to

9. It is OK to lie when it’s necessary

10. Desire whatever you want – you deserve it.

Note that number 5 is stated in a positive way.  How could you restate commandments 6 through 10 in a positive way?  

6. Life is sacred, a gift from God, guard it carefully

7. Honor marriage – both yours and other people’s

8. Respect one another’s property – God has given to each of us material items for which we are stewards.

9. Tell the truth in kindness

10. Be satisfied with all the blessings God has given you

3.3 Be Committed to Obedience
Listen for how Moses emphasized the importance of the commandments.
Exodus 24:4-8 (NIV) Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said. He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. [5] Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the Lord. [6] Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar. [7] Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, "We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey." [8] Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words." 
What did Moses and the young Israelite men do to worship God? 

· set up an altar made with 12 stone pillars, one for each tribe

· offer burnt offerings

· sacrifice young bulls as fellowship offerings

· drain the blood of the animals for sprinkling on the altar

Why is it important to worship God with other people?

· the feeling, the atmosphere, the experience becomes more than the sum of its parts

· when we join in song, in praise, in sharing testimonies, it raises the level of the worship for each individual 

How did Moses communicate the Law to the people?  

· read the whole Book of the Covenant

· he must have read it in one continuous setting

· they sat/stood and listened

· they received it, vowing to obey it
How are knowing God’s Word and worship related?

· worship is declaring God’s worth, that He is worthy of praise

· you cannot know His worth without reading, studying about Him, studying what He says

Why do you think it was so important to read the Law and get the people’s promise to obey it up front?

· stress the importance of what God wanted them to know

· we’re going to set everything else aside right now and find out what God wants

· we’re going to do away with any uncertainty right away

· not unlike Barney Fife’s “nip it in the bud” principle

Many people practice having a time of Bible reading and prayer the first thing in the morning.  How is this similarly important for a believer?

· start the day off hearing what God says

· sets the tone for the whole day

· gets your mind in tune with God

· rest of the day is seen in the light of God’s Truth speaking to you and your trust in God’s presence and power

4. Application
4.1 The right standard for living as God’s people is God’s standard
· Your most important relationship is our relationship to the Lord

· Spend time with God … listen to (read) what He says, talk to Him about how to make Him the most important person in your life
4.2 God has expectations for how His people are to relate to one another and to all others
· Remember to have JOY … put

Jesus first
Others second
Yourself last
4.3 God’s revelation to us and His offer to covenant with us calls for a response
· The covenant then was sealed with the blood of the sacrificed animal

· The covenant for believers today was sealed with the shed blood of Jesus

· May your response each day be to commit to obeying the will of the Lord
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