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God Delivers His People

1. Motivate

What are some “new-fangled” and “old-fashioned” ways people remember important information?
	New Fangled
	Old Fashioned

	· smart phone

· Ipod/Ipad

· Computer calendar

· PDA (Personal Data Assistant)

· sticky note

· Day-Timer
	· string around your finger

· calendar

· write on the mirror

· ask a friend to remind you

· hand written list


2. Transition

We need reminders of God’s power at work in our lives and God’s deliverance.

· Today we study how God delivered His people … and …

· How he established a reminder so they wouldn’t forget how it happened

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Cares
Listen for God’s awareness of problems.
Exodus 3:7-10 (NIV)  The Lord said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. [8] So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey--the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. [9] And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. [10] So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt." 

What do you see that describes God’s care for His people?

· I have seen the misery of my people

· I have heard them crying out

· I am concerned about their suffering

· I have come down to rescue them, to bring them out of that land, into a good land

· I have seen how Egyptians are oppressing them

When do we need God to see us, hear us, be concerned about us, rescue us and those around us?

· family problems

· health crises

· loss of job

· natural disaster (hurricane, tornado, blizzard, fire, etc.)

· kids problems at school (academics, safety, injury, social problems)

· spiritual needs of those around us

What was God’s solution to the Israelites’ problem? 

· I am sending you (Moses) to Pharaoh

· you (Moses) will bring my people out of Egypt

Moses had two basic options … accept or reject God’s call.  What would have been the consequences of each option?

	Consequences: Accept God’s Call
	Consequences: Reject God’s Call

	· must confront Pharaoh

· endure Pharaoh’s anger

· people would end up free

· receive possession of Promised Land

· escape from enslavement

· have the honor of leading God’s people
	· avoid a confrontation

· avoid angering Pharaoh

· people continue in slavery

· no escape to “land of milk and honey”

· miss out on leading God’s people

· God would raise up someone else


What are some of the fears you think Moses was feeling?

· Pharaoh is a powerful guy, I’m just one person
· I might still be a wanted person in Egypt

· my Israelite relations will not accept my leadership, I’m the guy who ran away

· or maybe my fellow Israelites probably don’t even know who I am, I’ll be coming out of nowhere

When is it easiest to make excuses for not trying something new?

· I’ve never done that before

· there’s too steep a learning curve

· other people are more skilled at that than I am

· you feel you don’t have the personality to lead

· sometimes you feel like you barely have your own act together, let alone help someone else

· you think maybe the people who need help won’t want to trust you
Why does God put certain challenges before us?

· He has an important task that needs doing

· His intent is that we are the “hands and feet” that carry out His plans

· He wants us to trust Him

· He wants to teach us that He will give us the wherewithal to accomplish what He calls us to

· He wants to prove to us His sufficiency 

· He wants us to learn that He deserves our praise and worship

3.2 God Judges
Listen for God’s promise of deliverance.
Exodus 12:12-13 (NIV) "On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn--both men and animals--and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. [13] The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.  … 12:29-31 At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. [30] Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.  …   [31] During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord as you have requested. 

 According to verse 12, what did God say He was going to do on the Passover night? 

· God was going to pass through Egypt

· He would strike down every firstborn (both men and animals)

· He would bring judgment on all the deities of Egypt

· He would prove that Jehovah is the “God Who IS”

What would happen if the Israelites followed God’s instructions and had blood on their homes? 

· the blood would be a sign

· God would see that sign

· God would pass over those homes, and not strike down the firstborn

· He promised to withhold the destructive plague

What has God done to ensure that we know what His instructions for us are?

· the whole of God’s Word communicate what He has done

· the coming of God’s Son, Jesus to die for our sins and be raised again to give us eternal life

· the Great Commission was given so that these facts would be communicated around the world … and that Truth has reached to us, even 2000 years later

Abraham was declared righteous because he believed what God said, he had faith in God.  How did the Israelites who spread the lamb’s blood over their doors express the same kind of faith?
· God promised to spare their households if they did this

· they believed what God had told them

· they demonstrated that belief, that faith by obeying the instructions

· God acted in mercy and grace … sparing them from judgment, blessing them with freedom … because they demonstrated faith.

( God acts in the same way in our lives … when we trust in what He says, when we receive by faith His act of redemption, He reckons us as justified, righteous, forgiven!

The Passover celebration commemorates the event of the exodus from Egypt … even today, thousands of  years later!   What reminders can you have that God has compassionately delivered you from judgment?

· Maybe a note on the flyleaf of your Bible, the date and place of your salvation written down
· possibly a visit to the altar where you went forward to receive Christ as Savior and thank Him once again for salvation

· a picture or the certificate of your baptism

· an entry in a journal or diary or blog
· write down what happened in your life as the basis for a personal testimony to be shared with others
3.3 God Delivers
Listen for advice given to the Israelites who were afraid
Exodus 14:5-6 (NIV)   When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about them and said, "What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services!" [6] So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him. … 14:13-14 Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. [14] The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still."  … [21] Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, … [26]  Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen." 

Why were the Israelites afraid?

· Pharaoh was sending his armies after them

· they could see them approaching in the distance, even hear them

· they were up against the Red Sea … they couldn’t run any farther 

What specific advice did Moses give?

· don’t be afraid, stand firm

· you will see the deliverance of the Lord brought to you today

· the enemy you can see now approaching you will never see again
· the Lord will fight for you

· all you have to do is stand still!

When faced with adversity, why do we want to be doing something, not standing still?

· you feel like if you don’t help yourself, no one else will help you

· when it’s all over and you get clobbered, people will say, “Why didn’t you help yourself, there?”

· we believe that God gives us a certain amount of skill and smarts to do the right thing

· we might think this problem is too small for God (He’s not omniscient and able to see my problem, He might not care about the little stuff)

· alternatively, we feel the problem is too big for God (He’s not omnipotent or wise enough to solve this magnitude of problem)
Why do you think God might choose this method to accomplish his purposes for His people?   Why put them in a helpless situation?

· they would be forced to totally depend on God

· the only way victory would happen would be that God accomplished it

· one of God’s purposes was to destroy a godless leader, Pharaoh

· if they fought and by chance won, they would forget that it was God who did it, they would pat themselves on the back and take the credit

(  Consider that God may allow you to be in a helpless situation for the same reasons

· the only way you win the battle is that God wins it for you

· you need to learn that lesson of standing still and letting God gain victory for you

· even our need for salvation is a perfect example of being helpless to solve the problem

4. Application
4.1 God is aware of our suffering and He acts to redeem us from oppression.
· God’s promises are sure … tell Him you are depending on His promises.
· God calls us to join Him in His work … tell Him you will answer “yes” to His call.
4.2 God’s judgment is sure on those who defy Him.
· God demonstrated His mercy by providing a means of escape from that judgment for those who respond by acting in faith

· The Passover event pointed ahead to the shedding of Christ’s blood for the redemption of sinners

· Thank God for freeing you from the penalty and the power of sin over you

4.3 The power and faithfulness of the Lord are beyond our understanding.
· The plan of God to deliver His people cannot be deterred, no matter what the size or strength of evil against it

· The Lord can be trusted as mighty to save … claim that promise for  your own life and for the lives of those around you
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