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God’s Promise of Victory


1. Motivate

How do you explain why bad things happen to nice people?
· evil in the world

· they made a mistake

· fate

· life happens

· maybe they’re not as good a person as we thought (he probably kicks his dog!)

· lots of bad going around today … some of it spills over into just about anyone’s lives

· not everything in life is as good as we would like to think
2. Transition

All of us face difficulties at one time or another in our lives

· Yet we can still believe that God is in charge

· Today we look at how God’s goodness and love overcome life’s difficulties

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Plan for Our Good
Listen for evidence of God’s power and authority.
Romans 8:28-30 (NIV)  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
How might this verse be easily misquoted or misstated?
· everything works out for good

· the condition of love for and submission to God is ignored

· also the idea that God chooses the people for whom He wishes to bless and work things out

· implying that He chooses others to have bad things happen

For whom does God promise to work all things for good? What are the conditions of the promise?

· those who love the Lord

· those have been called by Him

· those who pursue His purposes

· those who realize God’s call

· those who trust His purposes 
What is the difference between “God foreknew” and “He also predestined”?

	Foreknew
	Predestined

	· God lives outside the dimension of time

· He can see the future

· He can see and know who will respond to Him in faith
	· since He sees ahead one’s response of either faith or rejection of God …

· He can shape and manage events to accomplish His purposes in the life of the one who is trusting/will trust Him


So how does God work in all the situations and events of a person’s life? 
· God works for the good

· God uses events in our lives to accomplish good things

· what seems like random events, God can use to shape us
How does God seek to change His people? 

· God sees who will receive Him, trust Him

· He works in their lives to shape and mold them to be more Christ like

· it’s like He is our “big Brother” to whom we more and more bear a family resemblance

What has God done (what will God do) to make people what He wants them to be?  
· predestines … works in our lives to accomplish His purposes for us

· calls us

· justifies

· will eventually glorify

What’s the difference between all things being good and all things working together for good?

	Good things
	Things working together for good

	· only good things

· always plenty of resources

· always good health

· beautiful, smart children

· perfect marriage

· great home

· car never breaks down

· 
	· when we lack resources, God supplies

· when we have physical needs, God brings healing

· when kids have a hard time in school, God helps them through it

· when we struggle with relationships, God works in our lives to make us more loving and understanding

· when we have losses, God teaches us His supply is better, bigger


3.2 God Gave His Best: Jesus Christ
Listen for all Christ did for us.
Romans 8:31-34 (NIV)  What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33  Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34  Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.
 According to this passage, what made Paul confident that God takes care of His people?  
· God is for us … no one could be against us .. against Him

· God loved us enough to give of Himself, His own Son

· that love continues

· that same love is at work in our lives to provide, protect, sustain

Where is Jesus Christ right now? What is He doing?
· Jesus is in heaven

· He is at the right hand of  God the Father

· He is interceding for us

What do these verses teach us about the opposition we face as followers of Jesus?

· God is for us … no one could be against us .. against Him

· God loved us enough to give of Himself, His own Son

· that love continues

· that same love is at work in our lives to provide, protect, sustain

On what grounds can we who believe be assured we are safe from those who would oppose us, falsely accuse us, or condemn us?

· God could condemn us but does not

· He has justified believers … declared us to be without sin

· when others condemn us, they don’t count … God is the ultimate judge

· Jesus is our advocate

· He tells the Father, “I died to take that person’s punishment … that person is counted righteous”

At what cost have we been declared righteous?

· the substitutionary death (for us) of Jesus Christ

· He took our place … we deserved to die … He died instead of us

· the resurrection of Jesus to give us new life

· He conquered death … gives us a new opportunity to have eternal union with God

When has it been obvious that God is for you?

· when I realized Jesus died in my place

· when God supplies needs

· when God gives healing

· when God guides through tough times

· when God enables us to do things we would have thought impossible to do

3.3 Never Separated from God’s Love
Listen for what cannot separate us from God’s love.
Romans 8:35-39 (NIV) 35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36  As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 37  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
What kind of things does Paul suggest threaten to separate us from the love of Christ?

· trouble

· hardship

· persecution

· famine

· nakedness

· danger

· sword

· death

· life

· angels

· demons

· present

· future

· powers

· height

· depth

· anything in creation

What might be examples of these things in today’s world, in our culture?

· troubles : financial, health, family

· danger : accidents, being in a scary part of town

· demons : spiritual opposition

· future : worry about what might happen

· sword : family members in the military

· famine, nakedness : economic down turn affecting our finances, job loss

How do these things make us feel separated from God?

· we wonder why things happen

· we wonder why God didn’t prevent these things

· these things make us feel alone, abandoned

What does verse 37 say about overcoming these feelings?

· we are more than conquerors

What do you think that means, to be “more than a conqueror?”

· we don’t win by the skin of our teeth

· it wasn’t even close

· it was a decisive victory

· we clobbered those problems

· it is obvious that God did it because we could not have done that well on our own

In light of these verses, how should we respond when we feel that God is not for us?

· remember and claim the spiritual armor

· the sheild of faith can protect us from those “firey darts” of doubt that Satan throws at us

· reject Satan’s lies and instead claim God’s love, power, authority at work in our lives as Paul speaks of in today’s scripture passage
4. Application
4.1 Look to God’s Word
· When you even begin to feel like life is slipping out of control …

· Take refuge in the Truth of the Scriptures

· Find a particular promise that speaks to you an print it out to have as a reminder
4.2 Express yourself
· The Bible is filled with expressions of praise and thanksgiving to God for His goodness

· As a devotional exercise, craft your own response to God’s goodness

· Write a poem, a song, a paragraph, a rap … whatever fits your personality and talents
4.3 Encourage others
· You no doubt know someone going through difficult times

· Don’t ignore their situation

· Take a moment to pray with them and express your confidence in God’s goodness and love
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