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Giving Others What They Really Need

1. Motivate

What do you think makes a true friend?
· similar likes, dislikes

· faithful to you

· does not take advantage of you

· glad with you for your successes, sad with you for your problems

· doesn’t make fun of you or make jokes at your expense

· helps you out when you are in trouble

· you have fun together

· you have shared a variety of experiences with him/her

2. Transition

Consider the folks you meet this week … family, coworkers, church members, neighbors
· Each likely needs someone to affirm them and encourage them

· Today we look at how we can help others see what God created them to be

3. Bible Study

3.1 Honesty
Listen for comments on honesty in these verses.
Proverbs 27:5-6 (NIV) Better is open rebuke [or reprimand] than hidden love. 6 Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses. 28:23 Whoever rebukes a person will in the end gain favor rather than one who has a flattering tongue. 29:10 The bloodthirsty hate a person of integrity and seek to kill the upright. 

What do you think the writer meant by an “open reprimand”?

· you make it plain what you mean

· you point out a problem without putting someone down

· your intent is to help them improve, not to insult them or hassle them

· people know what you think, they don’t have to guess what you mean by your comments – at the same time being kind

Why is that better than “hidden love”?

· people aren’t guessing what you think

· if you love them and never tell them or do anything to show it, the attitude is meaningless

· love must be expressed … sometimes that means a reprimand

Why can “wounds from a friend” be trusted?

· the friend wants to set you straight for your own good

· what he/she says may hurt (even when true)

· if you pay attention to what is said, you will be improved

· you will get over the hurt and end up a better person

What other comments are made about honesty?

· honesty in a relationship gains favor in the long run

· honesty is better for a friendship than flattery

· honesty and integrity is hated by the world  

Why do some people hate or fight against honesty?

· they want to flatter and lie and “spin” the facts to make themselves look good

· they want to gain by shading the truth and fooling others
· if  they are dishonest, they will fight against honesty

What do we lose when we refuse to accept someone’s honest assessment?
· good advice

· their trust … next time they’ll probably not say anything at all

· the opportunity to learn from someone’s evaluation

· if this happens often enough, the relationship can be harmed

What are some ways in which one can speak honestly with grace and love?

· pray about what you will say and how you will say it

· offer your advice as your opinion, feelings,  or your own personal observation

· don’t make declarations like “What you have done is wrong because …”

· preface your negative comment with good points – “You know, you’ve done a good job with this task, on time, well thought out, and so on.  Next time you might also give some thought to …”

Why is evaluating the intent behind our words as important as choosing the right words  when pointing out problems with a friend’s behavior?

· it’s too easy to start fussing at them because what they did annoys you
· your motive is more important

· your motive should be to help them become a better person, not to end their annoyance

What part does humility have when giving a friend counsel that may cause pain?

· realize that you have made, or could have made the same mistake

· In Romans 12:3 Paul said, Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you
· Remember that you are also a sinner, saved by the mercy and grace of God

· Don’t lord it over someone who has made a dumb mistake, a bad choice

How might knowing God’s word help you to give godly advice?

· you can cite God’s Truth as authority

· you are aware of the principles and specific commandments God gives us to live by

· our own human knowledge and wisdom is limited … God’s Truth goes far beyond
· it is not based on the world’s mindset or attitude

3.2 Loyalty
You meet someone who has just come to our country.  How would you explain the expression “a fair-weather friend” to them?

· someone who is a friend only during good times

· such a person disappears when troubles or hardships arise

· they are not much of a friend at all, not loyal

· they hang around only for what they can get out of the relationship

Listen for comments on loyalty in these verses.
Proverbs 17:17 (NIV) A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity. 18:24 One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 27:10 Do not forsake your friend or a friend of your family, and do not go to your relative’s house when disaster strikes you— better a neighbor nearby than a relative far away. 

So what did you learn about loyalty from these verses?

· loves at all times

· sticks with you during adversity

· sticks closer than a brother would

· you must not forsake your friends (even friends of your family)

· don’t presume upon your friends

· at the same time some of them will be more faithful than actual family who cannot come to your aid due to distance

Would there be a time or situation when you do not stick with someone?

· when they make repeated wrong choices

· when they reject you and have no intent on changing

· when they let you down and cannot be depended upon any more

· when they assume too much upon your relationship and you find you cannot meet their expectations for you

The verses talk about a “friend of your family.”  How is cross generational loyalty important to families and society?

· it helps maintain the fabric of a culture and/or of a neighborhood
· it keeps a chain of relationships going that is important to society

· it allows mature adults to model right living

· it helps young people learn the value of the wisdom gained by their parents, grandparents, and the close relationships of those same people

How is loyalty related to “grace”?

· grace is when we do something nice for another person, even though they don’t deserve it

· when I am loyal to another, they might be acting foolishly, but I’ll still love them and work to do for them

· I will still favor them, due to my loyalty to them

3.3 Support
Listen for how to show support.
Proverbs 11:12-14 (NIV) 12 Whoever derides their neighbor has no sense, but the one who has understanding holds their tongue. 13 A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a secret. 14 For lack of guidance a nation falls, but victory is won through many advisers. 27:9 Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of a friend s rings from their heartfelt advice. 17 As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.
What behaviors described here show support and what does not show support?
	Shows support
	Does not show support

	· betray confidence

· derides a neighbor

· lack of guidance
	· show understanding by holding one’s tongue

· keeps confidences (secrets)

· give heartfelt advice

· pleasantness


When is keeping silent a supporting thing to do?
· when a person is upset and not ready to listen

· when they just need to know you are there and ready to help

· when you should be praying (talking to God), not talking to the person

· when they need a listener, someone to hear their problems

What does gossip do to relationships?

· tears them apart

· betrays confidences

· tears down people who might be needing support

When is challenging a friend a supporting thing to do?

· when they are heading toward a “cliff” and about to harm themselves

· when they ask for advice and you disagree with the course of action they are taking

· when they are down on themselves and need a challenge of encouragement to get or keep themselves going in the right direction
Why is counsel from a friend one of the things a person really needs?

· counsel from an enemy is certainly no good

· we need counsel from someone who has our good interests as their motivation

· we are often blind to our own needs, our own situation and need a friend to counsel us

· it is easy to miss what should be done and we need a friend to point it out

How might our church foster supportive relationships between older, more mature believers and younger believers?

· establish prayer partners between different generations

· arrange for members of youth groups to volunteer for yard or house chores for senior adults 
· have social events where younger small groups combine once in a while with senior adult small groups

4. Application
4.1 Honest expression may be difficult to give or receive, but it is always best.
· Remember that honesty may not always be popular, but it is right

· Don’t trust flattery or the one doing the flattery

· This week, pursue honesty with kindness – it’s the best thing to do

4.2 Loyal friends stand with their friends and their family friends through all circumstances of life.
· One single trusted loyal friend is far better than many pretentious friends who cannot be counted on for support

· Focus on being a loyal friend whom others can count on in their time of need
4.3 We support our friends when we hold them accountable, challenge them, and offer sound advice.
· We also show support when we refuse to break a confidence or gossip about them

· Be ready to give encouragement and kind instruction to your friends so they can become all God wants them to be.
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