2/26/2017
Giving with Joy

1. Motivate

When have you had a blast giving something away?
· old clothes to the Goodwill

· giving something to be sold at a benefit auction

· giving money to buy something at the benefit auction

· donation to a special missions project

· shoebox full of stuff for Operation Christmas Child

· time spent at the Operation Christmas Child processing center

· special present given to family member for birthday or Christmas

· got rid of old electronics at a collection center

· able to give a significant amount of money to a special ministry (books for pastors in third world countries, a bicycle for an itinerant preacher, solar powered radios for a radio ministry, …)

2. Transition

Paul thanks the Philippian church for their giving to his ministry.

· Today we are challenged to join God in His work of giving for the benefit of others.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Joy of Contentment
Listen for how Paul is content.
Philippians 4:10-14 (NLT)  How I praise the Lord that you are concerned about me again. I know you have always been concerned for me, but you didn’t have the chance to help me. 11  Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned how to be content with whatever I have. 12  I know how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have learned the secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or little. 13  For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength. 14  Even so, you have done well to share with me in my present difficulty.
Why was Paul glad? 
· people in Philippi were concerned about him again

· they had sent him help

· they have shared with him

· he didn’t expect it but he was glad he received it
What lesson had Paul learned about contentment? 
· how to be content with whatever he had

· knew how to live on little or much

· learned secret of living in good times and lean times

· learned to do everything in Christ’s strength 

How would you describe what it means to be content?
· happy with what you have

· joyful attitude no matter what the situation

· not always craving for more “stuff”

· willing to get along with whatever level of finances or supply or circumstances come your way

What are some enemies of contentment in today’s culture?
· advertisement for so many material goods and “feel good” opportunities

· abundance of “stuff” 

· attitude of striving for more, to be the best, the richest

· consider the prevalence of the drug culture and substance abuse in general … if you are addicted, you are never content

· entertainment industry … if you’re not having “fun” as they define it, they are telling you, you must not be content

How do you think Paul could be so flexible in his approach to life’s circumstances? 
· focused on knowing Christ

· dedicated to spreading the Gospel, not on pampering himself

· learned to depend on God’s sufficiency

· convinced of God’s power at work to provide him what he needed
Stoic philosophers used the term “contentment”  to mean “self-sufficient.”  Paul did not use the word this way.  What was the source of his sufficiency?

· I can do everything through him who gives me strength.

How have you heard verse 13 used?

· a promise that God will enable you to do anything

· assurance that whatever challenge you face, God’s power will enable you

So, how should we understand it in light of verses 10-12? 
· it is Christ who is our strength, not we in our own strength who accomplish anything good

· ability to get along in any situation you face

· whether you have much or have little, God is sufficient

· whatever your resources, God is sufficient

· Consider Proverbs 30:8-9 (NLT)  give me neither poverty nor riches! Give me just enough to satisfy my needs. 9  For if I grow rich, I may deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” And if I am too poor, I may steal and thus insult God’s holy name. 

3.2 Joy of Giving
Listen for what was unique about Philippian church.
Philippians 4:15-18 (NLT)  As you know, you Philippians were the only ones who gave me financial help when I first brought you the Good News and then traveled on from Macedonia. No other church did this. 16  Even when I was in Thessalonica you sent help more than once. 17  I don’t say this because I want a gift from you. Rather, I want you to receive a reward for your kindness. 18  At the moment I have all I need—and more! I am generously supplied with the gifts you sent me with Epaphroditus. They are a sweet-smelling sacrifice that is acceptable and pleasing to God.
What had the church at Philippi done for Paul?

· they shared financially with Paul

· they sent aid again and again when he was need

· they sent gifts brought by Epaphroditus

· they were the only church who had done so

What was Paul’s current financial situation?  
· had all he needed

· generously supplied

· had gifts they had sent with Epaphroditus

· compared it to a sweet smelling sacrifice as in Old Testament

· God was pleased
The Philippian Christians helped Paul when he needed it; how are you able to help others in trouble? 
· special offerings to help people who have experienced tragedy

· support of missionaries and Christians in countries where the believers are persecuted

· benevolent ministries carried out by your church

· helping a neighbor or someone in your church who needs some practical help (yard work, house repairs, etc.)

What can you do to be ready for others when they need financial help? 
· keep a cash reserve on hand and be ready to minister in that way

· pray ahead of time that God will give you an attitude and motivation of generosity

· set aside a certain amount beyond your tithe to give away to special outreach needs each week/month/year

How does giving financially make us partners in ministry, not just contributors?
· takes money to do ministry – buildings, electric bills, travel, etc.

· without our financial support, missionaries cannot minister full time, they would have to work at a job to support themselves, then use remaining time and energy to preach and teach

What would the absence of an expression of gratitude do to Paul’s relationship with the church at Philippi?

· they would feel like Paul was taking it for granted

· they might get the impression that Paul expected them to give

· they would wonder if Paul even got the help Epaphroditus was supposed to bring

· they would not be encouraged to continue to give to Paul’s ministry

· maybe they would think Paul didn’t need or want their help

( Similar feelings can result when we do not express gratitude for kindnesses done for us.

3.3 Joy of Receiving
Listen for a promise and a challenge.
Philippians 4:19-20 (NLT)  And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. 20  Now all glory to God our Father forever and ever! Amen.
How did Paul respond to the Philippians’ generosity?  
· assured them God would supply their needs as well

· remember that God’s resources are abundant

· reminded them that Jesus’ work of redemption was the proof of God’s supplying our needs, starting with providing our salvation
How would God reciprocate the believers’ generosity? 
· when we are obedient in financial support of and participation in Christian ministry … God will supply all our needs

· when we give with an attitude of faith, God will make it up to us 

· God enables us to give

· we cannot out give God
How will God honor a giving spirit? 
· supply all your needs

· take care of you

· supply your needs from His glorious riches

· through the love and sufficiency of Christ
How do you differentiate between wants and needs? 
	Wants
	Needs

	· wish I had it

· would be nice if …

· really like that car/dress/phone/TV …

· don’t care about cost … just want it

· these differ from one person to another
	· basic necessity for a person to survive

· transportation

· food, water, medicines

· shelter

· basic clothing


Why do we sometimes misinterpret a want and see it more as a need?

· ignore the “basic necessity” criteria

· we re-define “survive” and convince ourselves we just “cannot survive” without that fancy sports car or designer purse
Paul gave glory to God, praised Him.  How can we do that in the context of our needs and wants?

· worship God personally on your own and corporately in church

· talk to God in your prayer time

· praise Him for Who He is, thank Him for what He has done
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tell others of the good things God has done in your life, how He has been sufficient for every need

· encourage them that God can do the same for them
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Application
Look for greed. 

· Greed is not a sin that we detect easily.

· Ask yourself, “ Do money and possessions bring me more joy than Jesus?”

· Pray that you will be able to honestly say, “Christ is enough.”

 Look for need. 

· Is there a need in your local church you can meet? 

· Could a missionary or church planter use a financial gift from you? 

· Look for an opportunity to bless others.

Look together. 

· We can do even more when we partner with others. 

· As a group, find a way to regularly support and invest in a ministry that is changing lives and sharing the gospel.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Puzzle answer key: “giving for the benefit of others”





Unscramble each of the clue words which come from our lesson.�


Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.  Clue: check out “The Point” from your lesson books.
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