6/10/2012
Do You Honor Your Commitments?

1. Motivate

What kinds of commitments do people take the most seriously?
· marriage

· personal loans (house, car, business)

· promises made to family members

· personal relationship to God

· decision to quit an unhealthy habit

· decision to daily exercise, diet, self-improvement

· commit to study faithfully for a course you are taking

2. Transition

God places heavy importance on the commitments we make to Him … to each other

Today ( we look at making and keeping commitments in the way God does!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Commitment to God-Given Responsibilities
Listen for how priests had dishonored God.
Malachi 2:1-9 (NIV)    "And now this admonition is for you, O priests. [2] If you do not listen, and if you do not set your heart to honor my name," says the Lord Almighty, "I will send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings. Yes, I have already cursed them, because you have not set your heart to honor me.   [3] "Because of you I will rebuke your descendants; I will spread on your faces the offal from your festival sacrifices, and you will be carried off with it. [4] And you will know that I have sent you this admonition so that my covenant with Levi may continue," says the Lord Almighty. [5] "My covenant was with him, a covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to him; this called for reverence and he revered me and stood in awe of my name. [6] True instruction was in his mouth and nothing false was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned many from sin.  [7] "For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, and from his mouth men should seek instruction--because he is the messenger of the Lord Almighty. [8] But you have turned from the way and by your teaching have caused many to stumble; you have violated the covenant with Levi," says the Lord Almighty. [9] "So I have caused you to be despised and humiliated before all the people, because you have not followed my ways but have shown partiality in matters of the law." 

What was the warning to the priests? 

· if you do not listen

· if you do not set your heart to honor my name

· then I will send a curse upon you

· then I will curse your blessings

· then I will rebuke your descendants

· then I will spread on your faces the offal from your sacrifices

Why do you think God pronounced such extreme punishment or judgment on the priests?

· when they ignored God, they showed disrespect
· God deserved their honor, their worship, their awe

· when they did not respond in those ways to Him, they insulted Him

· they had specifically disregarded all that God had done for them, for their people, their nation

Describe the covenant they were expected to keep.

· reverence of Jehovah

· true instruction, no lies

· preservation of knowledge of God

· to be God’s messenger

· to point people in the right direction

Why does it matter whether we respect and honor God or we don’t?

· God is holy/separate

· God is righteous and just

· God is all powerful, all wise

· God is sovereign and does as He pleases to do

· if we don’t respect all of these attributes we are foolish

· God is love and has demonstrated the extent of His love and forgiveness

· if we don’t respond with trust and submission, we are flaunting that love

· when we foolishly flaunt and disrespect God, we do so at our own peril 

What are some excuses people give for not being faithful to their commitments to God?
· circumstances are different now

· I was young and foolish and impressionable when I made that “commitment”

· I finished my commitment, it doesn’t apply any more

· others didn’t keep their commitment to me, I don’t need to keep mine to them

· I’m mad at God for what has happened in my life

What can be the negative impact when we don’t keep our commitments for service and ministry?

· the church misses your skills, experience

· you miss out on the blessings of service

· you miss out on the growth in your own life when you serve the Lord

· we dishonor God, going back on a commitment to serve

Malachi has been talking about problems of the spiritual leadership in his day.  What are some ways we today can support our spiritual leaders in keeping their commitments to serve God?

· faithfully praying for them, for their families
· our own participation in the church’s ministries

· making sure that church leaders receive sufficient remuneration -- Luke 10:7b (KJV)  

for the laborer is worthy of his hire. 

· work together with them … not against or in opposition to them

· encouraging words
· opportunities for furthering their growth, training

· older, mature believers may offer guidance, mentoring to younger spiritual leaders

3.2 Commitment to Others and to God
Listen for how the people had profaned their covenant with God.
Malachi 2:10-12 (NIV)    Have we not all one Father? Did not one God create us? Why do we profane the covenant of our fathers by breaking faith with one another?   [11] Judah has broken faith. A detestable thing has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem: Judah has desecrated the sanctuary the Lord loves, by marrying the daughter of a foreign god. [12] As for the man who does this, whoever he may be, may the Lord cut him off from the tents of Jacob--even though he brings offerings to the Lord Almighty. 
So how had God’s people broken faith with Him?

· they broke faith or covenants with one another

· detestable things had been committed

· Judah had desecrated the Lord’s sanctuary

· their kings had married foreign wives who worshiped foreign deities

What are some ways in which people today treat one another  sinfully?

· cheating, stealing
· cruelty, abuse

· bullying

· neglect

Cruelty in the home is one of the worst types of sinful behavior.  How does this hurt God?

· God hurts when his people are hurt
· A cruel parent causes deep misunderstanding of the concept of a “loving Heavenly Father”

· God is then seen virtually as a cruel ogre, just like the literal cruel parent

How do believers sometimes treacherously treat our brothers and sisters in Christ?

· lying

· cheating financially

· take advantage of each other

· gossip, slander

What should you do if you realize you’ve been mistreating a fellow believer or have broken your commitment to him or her?

· confession

· repentance

· seek forgiveness

· if possible, make things right

· work to build one another up, not tear down
3.3 Commitment to Family
Listen for how some of the Israelite men were treating their wives.

Malachi 2:13-16 (NIV) Another thing you do: You flood the Lord's altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. [14] You ask, "Why?" It is because the Lord is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. [15] Has not the Lord made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of your youth. [16] "I hate divorce," says the Lord God of Israel, "and I hate a man's covering himself with violence as well as with his garment," says the Lord Almighty. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith. 
Why were the people weeping on the altar?

· God was no longer paying attention to their offerings

· God was no longer pleased with their offerings

So why was God no longer pleased with their offerings?

· men broke faith with their wives

· they broke their marriage covenants – they did so to acquire a younger Canaanite wife

What general principle might this suggest about why a person’s worship experience at times seems joyless?

· sin in one’s life

· there is a direct relationship between marriages, spirituality, strength, and how we choose to live our lives

· rebellion against God’s commands and principles

· ignoring the convicting/convincing of God’s Holy Spirit speaking to you

We could infer that Malachi considered the relationship of a man with his wife to be like the relationship between God and His people.  In what ways is this so?

· we make a lifetime commitment to the Lord

· He is ever faithful to us

· if our relationship to God falters, it is we who are wandering away from Him

· it is a relationship based on love … God’s love for us … our response of loving submission

· other scripture refers to the church as the Bride of Christ 

What godly characteristics of marriage were passed down to you from parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, friends?

· faithfulness

· kindness

· patience    …   basically the Fruit of the Spirit

Verse 15 admonishes “guard yourself.”  How do we do this?

· stay committed to God’s ideal – kindness, patience, love, forgiving

· treat your marriage as a treasure – work to preserve it with unsolicited acts of kindness

· be quick to say “I was wrong” and “Please forgive me” 

· follow common wisdom: 

· don’t be alone with members of the opposite sex to whom you are not related

· save your most intimate thoughts and feelings for your spouse alone

4. Application
4.1 All people are called to honor the Lord
· Leaders have a special calling to do this

· Support spiritual leadership with prayers and encouragement

· Each New Testament believer is a priest … and should live like one as God intended
4.2 Avoid profaning the Lord’s name by irresponsible actions
· Relationships bring responsibility

· Seek forgiveness when you have wronged someone else

· Be quick to forgive one another
4.3 Marriage is the most important and most challenging human relationship
· Allow God’s Holy Spirit to produce in you the Fruit of the Spirit with your spouse … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control

· Be aware of situations in which Malachi would say “guard yourself”
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