2/28/2016
Distinct in My Love

1. Motivate

If money were no object, what would you love to do or have?

· take a cruise

· build a workshop

· buy more jewelry

· new car

· fund a new building project for church/school/college

· fly around the world

· build a mansion

· learn to fly an airplane

· buy a new boat

2. Transition

We love to pamper ourselves … to do good things for ourselves

· God calls us to love everyone
· Today we look at loving others unconditionally.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Love Your Enemies
Listen for whom to love.
Matthew 5:43-45 (NIV)  "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44  But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45  that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
What ancient rule of life did Jesus challenge here? 

· revenge

· the command to love your neighbor seemed also to imply the opposite

· the assumption was then to hate your enemy

· God never said it, but it was inferred by those who studied the books of the Law 

So, how did Jesus say we ought to treat our enemies? 
· love  your enemies

· pray for those who persecute you

What reasons does Jesus give here for loving our enemies?

· shows you are God’s child … you inherit His characteristic of love of even sinners

· loving those who love you back is easy, shouldn’t expect a reward for that

· even nasty sinners (tax collectors) do that much

· even heathen people in primitive cultures do that much

· shows we are more like God … perfect as He is perfect

How would you define an “enemy” in your life?

· ornery neighbor

· an in-law who treats you like dirt

· rebellious teenage child

· ex-spouse

· a teacher who gives you a hard time

· a boss (or employee) who hates you, has it in for you

· a business associate who cheated you

· a car dealer who sold you a lemon and won’t make it right

· someone who stole your identity and has caused havoc in your life

How do we tend to justify our disobedience to these verses by not loving these enemies?

· that person doesn’t deserve to be loved

· they certainly don’t love

· I won’t hate them, but I won’t love them either

· that person cannot be trusted … I won’t be friends with them … EVER
If our holy God is able to exhibit grace and mercy to everyone, why is it difficult for us to be like Him?

· our human nature is not holy

· we have to surrender to God’s Spirit to allow Him to demonstrate His love through us towards our enemies

· our emotions get in the way … these people were unpleasant, even hateful to us

What would have to happen in your heart in order for you to be able to pray for an enemy?

· you have to give up the hate you might have

· you have to hope/desire good things for them

· you have to give up the desire to pray curses upon them

How would prayer change your attitude and actions toward someone difficult to love?

· praying God’s blessings on them

· you begin to realize that God loves them

· if God blesses them and works in their life you begin to realize they won’t be an enemy any more

How can we express love for these enemies?

· as Jesus said, pray for them

· treat them with kindness

· do good things for them, whether they deserve it or not

· give them a friendly smile

· don’t retaliate their unkindness … last week’s lesson talked about turning the other cheek
3.2 Love as Witness
Listen for what pagans do.
Matthew 5:46-47 (NIV)   If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47  And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?
 What type of people did Jesus cite as loving those who love them?  
· even tax collectors  (yuck!)  … they were considered the lowest of the low … they did business with Gentiles

· other sinners

· people who cheated you out of money

· even they are nice to people who are their friends … (probably other yucky tax collectors)

What does God think of us when we love those who love us? 
· it’s no big deal

· it’s easy to do

· who wouldn’t do that

· even vile sinners do that

Why is friendliness to friends and relatives not considered exceptional behavior? 
· it’s the natural thing to do

· it’s easy to do

· even pagan, ungodly people do that

Though the verses may not say explicitly, at least by implication, who are we to love if we are followers of Jesus?

· people who are not followers of Jesus

· sinners

· good people and bad people

· people who treat us badly

What can result from our loving people who don’t love us?

· can set us up for further hurt

· also can demonstrate the love of Jesus

· we learn to depend on the Spirit of God to demonstrate love and the other Fruit of the Spirit (joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, self-control, gentleness)

· those people can be drawn to Jesus when we show the love of Jesus to them

3.3 Love Like God
Listen for perfection.
Matthew 5:48 (NIV)   Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
What exceptional standard did Christ give us?  
· perfection

· God’s perfection
Consider the use of the word “perfect” in this context.   

· The Greek word carried a different meaning than what we might think. 

· our understanding of “perfect” has to do with  moral purity, flawlessness, sinlessness, excellence

· Greek word used here may also convey the concepts of mature, whole, undivided, fulfilling ultimate purpose

Even with that understanding …  do you see this as an ideal that you know you will never achieve or as a challenge for which to strive because it came from Jesus?

	Unachievable ideal
	Challenge for which to strive

	· in this life we will never be totally sinless

· good idea, but impossible

· God is infinitely good … we are finite
	· Jesus said it, we should do it

· you don’t get that way unless you head in that direction

· we make the choice to head that way and God makes it happen


How/why is our standard of behavior sometimes established as some other person who seems to be a good person?  Why would this be wrong?

· those are models for us

· we imitate good examples that we see

· if they can do it, probably I can do it

· but … people fail

· someone who we look up to can fall and crush our faith, our expectations

How does the command to love like God loves challenge you?
· God has a lot of love

· not sure I do

· will take some real faith to see it happen
How does the command to love like God comfort you?

· God is the One doing the loving through me

· God loves me
· I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me
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Application
Pray

· Write down the initials of one person in your life who is difficult to love

· Commit to pray for this person each day

· Keep a journal of your thoughts and attitudes toward this person as you continue to pray for him or her

Thank

· Think of a time when you may have been difficult to love

· Who was there who stuck by you during that time, loving you unconditionally?

· If possible, call or write to them expressing your thanks for the way their love demonstrated God’s love 

Sacrifice

· Jesus loves us sacrificially … giving His life, even knowing many would reject His love

· Commit to reach out to show love to another person this week without expecting anything in return
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





A Message of Love


Unscramble each of the clue words.


Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.
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