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Distinct in My Approach to Conflict

1. Motivate

When have you regretted settling for a quick fix?

· when the car sounded funny

· when one of the kids had a cough

· trying to substitute some ingredient in a recipe

· one of the soloists for the Christmas program needed to be replaced

· coaching a soccer team you let some kid be goalie just because he wanted to

· a quick fix for a leaky faucet turned into a flood

· punished all the kids when only one was at fault

· you forgot your spouse’s birthday and ran to the store for something quick – it was not well received

2. Transition

We all face occasional problems and conflicts

· Sometimes the conflict is with another  believer

· Today we look at what Jesus says about resolving conflict.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Avoid Anger
Listen for what Jesus compares to murder.
Matthew 5:21-22 (NIV)  "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.
What offenses did Jesus compare to the obvious prohibition against murder?

· anger with another

· name calling

· accusing someone of being a fool

· accusing them of being a moron

How did Jesus’ expectations exceed the demands of the law and bring fuller meaning to the law?

· anger is what so often motivates murder

· it’s the inner attitude which is sinful, which offends God

· even though you do not take a life, anger against another person is what is wrong

What attitudes and emotions tend to lead to name-calling?
· anger, hate

· fury, rage

· resentment

· temper

· irritation

· violence

Jesus talks about calling people names or making derogatory comments.  Using terms like “fool” or “moron” may have lost the cultural impact or implication it did in Jesus day.   What modern-day equivalents to "Raca" does our society level at others?
· cursing them with God’s name in vain

· making accusations to one’s parentage, racial slurs

· vulgar sexual related accusations or comments

· obscene gestures 

· lewd, rude, vulgar remarks made in anger

· verbal abuse of a child or spouse
What are some of  the negative consequences of these expressions of anger in our culture?

· messed, dysfunctional  up families

· divorces

· race relations

· family violence, domestic disturbances 

· shootings

· gang violence

· actions against police

Why do you think Jesus zeroed in on the emotions behind our violent words and actions? 
· Jesus wanted to deal with root cause

· dealing with symptoms (a bad cough) does not deal with the problem (pneumonia)

· what comes out of our mouths only reveals the problems in our hearts and minds

· it’s the anger and hate that is the problem, not the words alone
3.2 Seek Reconciliation
Listen for Jesus’ comments on worship.
Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV) "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24  leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.
What sort of realization did Jesus say should interrupt our worship? (5:23) 
· when your brother has something against you

· you realize you have offended someone

· you have a conflict with someone else and you had a part in causing the conflict
Which of our religious activities would be closely akin to "offering your gifts at the altar"? 
· attending any worship service

· singing God’s praises

· a Sunday church service

· even having your own personal devotions or quiet time
Why is it necessary to get things right with people before we come to worship God?

· worship is the declaration of God’s worth, the adoration of His power, authority, love

· God is holy, righteous, totally separate from any sin or evil

· if we have sinned against someone, this is an impediment in any kind of relationship between us and God

· If guilty of an offense against someone, God cannot hear anything except our confession, repentance, and request to be forgiven

· it is hypocrisy to praise God and at the same time be guilty of offending a brother – those two things cannot exist together, they are mutually exclusive

· conflict between believers prevents genuine worship

Jesus also places emphasis on taking care of things quickly.  Why does a situation of conflict escalate if attempts to reconcile are delayed?

· anger tends to fester and get worse

· both parties harden their attitudes, harden their harts

· the longer you wait to apologize, the harder it becomes

· the longer you feel the hurt, the harder it is to forgive

· the longer the rift, the further you grow out of fellowship with each other and with the Lord

Why is it sometimes tempting to confess our sin to God but skip making it right with others?

· we don’t see God, we don’t feel so embarrassed to go to Him, but we feel like we “lose face” when we apologize to a human

· we know God will forgive, but we don’t have that assurance with someone who we have wronged

Consider Matt 18:15 Jesus says  "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over 
· Placing the emphasis on the offended person.

Why do you think both perspectives would be important?  How does it help to initiate reconciliation, even if we are not the cause of the anger?

· God wants the problem to be resolved

· whichever party has his/her conscience bothered by the offence should take action

· no matter which side of a problem one is on, reconciliation should be your desire

· if you are offended, set your pride aside and get things patched up

· if you are the one who cause the hurt, be spiritually mature enough to confess it and ask forgiveness

3.3 Resolve Differences
Listen for legal advice.
Matthew 5:25-26 (NIV) "Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26  I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.
When is it best to settle disputes?  
· quickly

· even before  you get to a place of adjudication

· settle your problems as soon as possible
What bad consequences can occur if a dispute escalates into a full-blown court battle?

· legal or official judgment may be more harsh than if you make things right on your own

· end up with legal problems

· loss of material goods

· loss of freedom

How might Christians be encouraged to reconcile with each other before coming to a Communion service? 
· pause before taking communion … confess to God your offenses

· promise God you will go to the person and confess to them, ask their forgiveness

· then be sure to do so
What are some steps we can take to pursue peace and resolve differences?

· be careful not to offend in the first place

· be sensitive to God’s Spirit as He convicts/convinces you of your offenses

· make it a point to be the first to seek peace … even when the other person was at fault

· don’t go with the attitude “I’m going to forgive you for being a jerk”

Why is conflict resolution such an urgent matter?

· escalating conflict causes more hurts and sinful reactions

· we don’t want to drive someone else away from  the Lord

· an ongoing dispute is a bad testimony – to the world, to other believers
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God forgives us, we must be willing to forgive also

· it can be a bad model for our kids and grandkids

Application
Take control of your anger

· Think about a situation that could make you angry this week

· Prepare your heart and mind to respond appropriately before you even step into that situation

Say “I’m sorry”

· Look for a chance this week to say “I’m sorry” without qualification

· Humble yourself before Christ and the other person

· This is often the first step toward healing

Seek reconciliation

· Examine your relationships … past and present

· Is there someone you still need to reconcile with?

· If so, don’t wait any longer – contact this person – seek to honor Christ as you begin the process of reconciliation
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Word Search


Words from our lesson will be across, down and diagonal (no backwards).
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