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Death Like No Other

1. Motivate

Why is a hero’s death so admirable or noteworthy?

· he/she contributed significantly to the lives of others

· they saved the life or lives of others

· they sacrificed so much

· they demonstrated selfless love

· people may owe their lives to this person

· the hero exhibited super dedication

· they went above and beyond people’s expectations

2. Transition

Jesus death was/is more than that of a hero

· It is more than admirable or noteworthy

· Jesus’ death is the very heart of the Gospel

3. Bible Study

3.1 Ridicule
Listen for ways Jesus is mocked.
Matthew 27:28-31 (NIV)   They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29  and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews!" they said. 30  They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. 31  After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

For the three categories given, how did Jesus suffer from the soldiers?

	Physically
	Emotionally
	Spiritually

	· crown of thorns

· struck Him on the head

· crucified Him
	· stripped Him

· scarlet robe ("king")

· staff

· knelt, mocked

· "Hail, King"

· spit on Him
	· mocked for being King, and He really was King

· death was separation from the Father


What different kinds of thoughts do you think the soldiers were thinking as they mocked, taunted, and assaulted Jesus? 
· what a lark

· this duty is a pain

· I want to get drunk

· might as well have some fun as we have to do this

· who does He think He is

· I don’t think He deserved this

· this was a bogus charge

What was the irony in the Roman soldiers mocking Jesus as a king?

· mocking is making fun of someone in a cruel way

· they made fun of Jesus’ title, King of the Jews
· their mocking implied Jesus was not a king

· but He really was/is

· they were being cruel to someone who in reality had the power strike them dead

How did this mocking fulfill both prophecy and Jesus’ own predictions?

· Jesus had told the disciples this would happen

· we studied the “Suffering Servant” passage from Isaiah 53

· Is. 53 stated He would be bruised, pierced, beaten, killed

· other prophecies similarly predict the suffering

Why do you think Jesus did not resist the ridicule and abuse?

· it was intended by God that He receive the punishment

· Jesus was taking the punishment we deserve for our sin

· He went to this death willingly
· to resist would imply He was not willing to receive this substitutionary death

How do Jesus' suffering and death express His love for us?

· He was willing to take our place

· we deserved the suffering for our sinfulness, He received it in our place

· God wanted us to be reconciled to Himself, to be put on "friendly" terms with Him, even though we are sinners and don't deserve it

· God the Father and Jesus, the Son loved us enough to pay the price of punishment that our sinfulness deserved

Consider : 2 Cor. 5:21 (NIV)   God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Galatians 4:4-5 (NIV)   But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, [5] to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 

1 Peter 3:18 (NIV)   For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 

According to these verses, how do His suffering and death provide our salvation?

· He was made to be sin for us

· we can then become righteous

· we are redeemed, set free from sin's penalty

· we receive full rights of sons

· Christ (the righteous) died for us (the unrighteous) 

· he brought us to God … we are acceptable in His sight, made clean

3.2 Abandoned
Listen for phenomena that point to the importance of the cross.

Matthew 27:45-50 (NIV)   From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46  About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 47  When some of those standing there heard this, they said, "He's calling Elijah." 48  Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49  The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to save him." 50  And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
What is the significance of the darkness that covered the land on the afternoon of Jesus’ death?

· symbolic of all the sin of the world for all time being heaped upon Jesus

· illustrates the darkness of sin

· contrast to the Light of God

· God is Light … sin is darkness
Jesus cried out in a loud voice that God had forsaken Him.  What did this mean?

· God the father had turned away from His Son, Jesus

· Jesus had taken upon Himself the sin of the world (for all time)

· God the Father had to separate Himself from that sin

· That was the “forsaking” of Jesus

What evidence of victory do you see in the declaration of Jesus’ death in verse 50?

· Jesus had accomplished the purpose of His coming to earth

· He had died .. both physically and spiritually

· the only thing remaining would be the defeat of death when He rose again 3 days later

How do we explore the tension between the truth of God’s love and the events in these verses?

· God loves each person of the human race

· However our sin condition in contrast to God’s holiness/righteousness demands the destruction/judgment of sinners

· in order for God to continue to demonstrate/exercise His love, He had to get the sin punished

· He took upon Himself the punishment/destruction/judgment of death

Why is it important that Jesus actually died?

· physical death is separation of body and soul

· spiritual death is separation from God

· both had to take place in order for God’s judgment on sin to happen


3.3 Acknowledged
Listen for more phenomena. 
Matthew 27:51 - 54 (NIV) At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. [52] The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. [53] They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.     [54] When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!"
What occurrences made Jesus’ crucifixion turn from being and ordinary execution to a moment of extraordinary divine revelation?

· the darkness

· the earthquake

· tombs broke open, people raised back to life and came out

· curtain of the temple torn in two

How would you explain to an inquiring friend the significance of the veil in the temple tearing in two as Jesus died?

· that curtain symbolized the separation of God’s presence from common man

· now anyone, not just a priest, could go directly into God’s presence

· even as a sinner someone can approach God and request forgiveness

What reactions did the centurion and the soldiers with him have?

· they were terrified

· they exclaimed “surely he was the Son of God”

What emotions have you experienced while discussing Jesus’ death?

· sadness

· mad at the injustice

· in awe of the extent of God’s love for us

· in awe/fear of the events that coincided with His death

Why does it often take drastic measures or life-threatening upheavals to bring people to their senses and persuade them to follow Christ?
· we tend to go with the status quo

· we need to be jolted out of our apathy

· often God needs to get our attention

· sometimes spiritually, we are “dozing”

· lack of listening to what God is trying to tell us (like the disciples when Jesus was trying to explain what was coming, they argued about who was the greatest)
What situations or events did God use to convince you that Jesus is the Son of God?
· sermon, scripture passage, Bible study
· someone explained to me the plan of salvation 
· dug myself into a hole and couldn’t get out … needed someone (Jesus) to rescue me from myself

· lost control of my life and realized how much of a sinner I was

4. Application
4.1 Turn to Christ
· Trust in Jesus’ death on the cross for you
· Trust in Jesus’ forgiveness … daily as you stumble spiritually (sin)
4.2 Be grateful
· Memorize Romans 5:8 (KJV) But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

· Start and end each day this week repeating it to yourself.
· Thank the Lord often for His wonderful love
4.3 Invite
· Ask the Lord to lead you to someone who needs to know Jesus Christ as Savior

· Invite them to one of your next small group sessions 

· Invite them to church for Easter celebration
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