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Connected Through Prayer

1. Motivate

What do you most miss when the power goes out?

· heat, my furnace won’t run

· or in the summer no AC

· internet

· TV

· lights at night … can’t see

· music on radio, internet

· security lights
· can’t cook, even with a microwave

2. Transition

Peter Deyneka, founder of the Slavic Gospel Association wrote, “Much Prayer, Much Power”
· Without prayer, we are lacking in spiritual power
· Today we look at Paul’s emphasis on prayer in the church

3. Bible Study

3.1 Pray for Each Other
Listen for how and when to pray.
Ephesians 6:18 (NIV)   And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 

What are words and phrases Paul uses to describe the nature of our praying as believers?

· pray on all occasions

· pray in the Spirit

· pray for all kinds of things

· always be ready to pray

· pray for one another

Paul has just finished talking about Spiritual Armor.  How do you think these verses are related to those concepts?

· you could think of these as another element of the armor

· it’s sort of like communications “equipment”

· you are telling your Commander your needs for the ongoing battle

What words emphasize the constancy and the comprehensiveness of our prayers?

· all occasions

· all kinds of prayers and request

· always keep on praying

· for all the saints

What does it mean to watch (be alert or on guard) ?  What are some synonyms for “alert”

· attentive

· prepared

· aware

· vigilant

· observant

· ready

Why are these characteristics important in our prayer lives?

· then prayer is at the forefront of our consciousness

· we are quick to go to God for every situation

· we are aware we live and serve in a spiritual world as well as a physical world
· considering Paul’s emphasis on spiritual armor, we understand the importance of immediate communication with our Commander

What would happen if a person’s  prayer life or study of the word decreased ?

· begin to slip spiritually

· we lose communications with the commander

· we are not telling Him what our needs are

· we are not receiving His commands

· those around us who are depending on our prayers will lack support

What obstacles prevent us from praying as Paul instructs in this verse?

· business

· laziness

· lack of faith

· fear of the problems we face

· lack of concern for needs of others
How can the command to pray at all times influence our daily routines in a practical sense?

· when you see the beauty of nature around you , praise and thank the Lord

· when you hear a siren, pray for the person in need and the EMTs on the call

· as you begin a trip, pray for God’s protection, when you get there thank God for a safe trip

· when you find a close-in parking place, thank the Lord!

· as you begin a task, tell the Lord you are trusting Him for wisdom and guidance

· look for little ways in which God is at work in your life … “sightings”

3.2 Pray for Church Leaders
Listen for a prayer request list.
Ephesians 6:19-21 (NIV) Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20  for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 21  Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you everything, so that you also may know how I am and what I am doing.
For what needs did Paul ask the Ephesians to pray?

· for his speaking and witnessing

· so he would be fearless

· so he could make known the mystery of the gospel

· that he would be a good ambassador for the Lord

· for the mission he was sending Tychicus
What keeps us from being more aware of our church leaders’ prayer needs?

· sometimes leaders keep their lives very private

· other times it is a problem of our expectations … that’s the preacher, he’s obviously got it together and is on top of all the problems he faces

· of course, he’s human just like the rest of us … he has fears, health issues, kids with struggles, vehicles that break down …

· we are often focused on our own problems and ignore the needs of others

What are some ways we can organize and prioritize our prayer ministry?

· One strategy is A.C.T.S
Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplications

· Keep a prayer request notebook

· Pray for specific categories each day
Sunday-Church, Monday – Missions, Tuesday – Teachers, Wednesday – Work, Thursday – Physical and Family needs, Friday – people in your small group, Saturday – people who need salvation

Though some may have thought he was a prisoner, how did Paul see his himself?  Why do you think he felt that way?

· he saw himself as an ambassador

· he was representing the King of Heaven to various peoples of the world

· he could speak to people about what King Jesus wanted them to know

· he could demonstrate God’s working in people’s lives

As an ambassador, how did Paul aspire to speak?

· with the right words

· fearlessly

· with wisdom

· a good communicator

When Paul spoke, what did he want his speaking to accomplish?

· to make know the mystery of the Gospel

· to communicate to the world what God had done and was doing

· to preach the Good News of the availability of God’s forgiveness

3.3 Pray Specifically
Listen for details about Paul’s helper.
Ephesians 6:21-22 (NIV) 21  Tychicus, the dear brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will tell you everything, so that you also may know how I am and what I am doing. 22  I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are, and that he may encourage you.
What tasks did Paul have in mind as he sent Tychicus?

· explain what Paul is doing

· relate how Paul was doing

· encourage the churches there

· give more detail that the letter might not have included

· give specific details to specific persons or groups

What were Tychicus’ credentials for such a mission?

· Paul referred to him as a dear brother

· he was a faithful servant in the Lord

· probably was a good communicator

· knew the details of what was going on and what Paul wanted them to know

Paul had Tychicus.  How can we use the tools at our disposal to more fully support each other through prayer?

· telephone

· emails

· social media 

· a Facebook account for your small group

· a prayer chain for calling each other
· print out prayer requests for handout at end of your small group session

What effect does praying for others have on your own spiritual growth?

· people who do the praying grow spiritually, 

· we see God answer prayer, 

· we have a daily conversation with God, sharing our problems with Him and telling Him of our trust

· people for whom we pray see God at work in their situation

· in both cases, God works and then receives our praise and thanksgiving and worship

When you know people are praying for you, how does it impact the way you feel and behave?

· assured

· encouraged

· look for ways in which God is answering

· live more circumspectly … watching how I act

4. Application
4.1 Pray for salvation
· Start praying this week for the salvation of at least one person

· Write their name in a place where you will see it regularly to remind you to pray

· Persevere in prayer for these folks who need Jesus

4.2 Pray for church leaders
· As part of your regular prayer time

· Commit to pray at least 5 minutes for you pastor(s) and church leaders

· Ask them how you may pray for them
4.3 Pray for at least one missionary every day for 30 days
· Write or email them and tell them you are praying

· Ask them for specific needs they have
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