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Active Faith

1. Motivate

What are some things the average person considers holy or sacred?

· the sanctuary of a church

· marriage vows

· one’s salvation experience

· maybe the traditional birthplace of Christ in Bethlehem

· some of the locations in Israel where Jesus walked, ministered

· the traditional places where Jesus was crucified, or the location of the tomb where Jesus rose from the dead

· a Lord’s Supper experience

2. Transition

Consider that God demands holiness from those who seek to follow Christ.

· Today we look at the concept of holiness

· We are called to live holy, that is set apart for God

3. Bible Study

3.1 Holy Because God is Holy
Listen for a command.
1 Peter 1:14-16 (NIV)   As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. [15] But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; [16] for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." 

What contrasts in lifestyles are identified in these verses?

· evil desires

· living in ignorance

· contrasted to holiness

· living differently that the world does

· living a distinct and unique lifestyle in contrast to the world

What pressure must we resist conforming to? 

· don’t conform to evil desires

· don’t live like you did when you lived in ignorance

What do you think Peter meant by having lived “in ignorance”?

· without the gospel

· unaware of the power of the Holy Spirit within the live of the believer

· without knowing your attitudes and actions were ungodly

· in some cases, choosing to ignore what God says, Who God is

Peter says to “be holy in all you do.”  What do many people think it means to be “holy”?  

· righteous

· a saint

· sinless

How do these people feel today about the word “holy” as a personal goal?

· a good thing to shoot for, to aspire to

· a worthy goal

· but … tough to do

· few people would claim to be holy 

( The true meaning of holy is to be unique, distinct,  “set aside”  or “separate” from the world, from sin.

· God sets believers apart  … to live lives that please and glorify Him

What makes being holy (even by this definition) difficult?

· we are surrounded by the world’s influence

· we still live in a mortal, sinful body

· there is a constant tension between doing the right thing and yielding to the temptations we face

What kinds of spiritual disciplines contribute to living set apart to live a life that glorifies God?

· be careful of the choices you make each day

· daily personal communication with God

· get rid of sinful influences in your life

· choose friends carefully

· be involved in spiritual ministries … in reaching a lost world for Jesus

How do pro athletes and performing artists get ready for what they do?

· practice

· immerse themselves in their task

· study their roles (play book, script, music)

· get feedback from peers

What does that suggest believers should do to strive for holiness?

· practice

· study

· immerse yourself in what God says

· study, pray, minister together with other believers – accountability partners

3.2 Holy Fear and Reverence
Listen for what paid for your redemption.
1 Peter 1:17-19 (NIV)  Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. [18] For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, [19] but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 

 Why did Peter tell these believers to live as strangers “in reverent fear”? 
· we call on our Heavenly Father

· He judges, evaluates impartially

With what are believers not redeemed/redeemed from their sins? 

· not with perishable things

· not with money, silver, or gold

· rather with the precious blood of Christ

· He was the lamb of sacrifice, atonement

· He had no blemish, sin, defect … perfect

From what aspect of sin are God’s children redeemed, set free?

· penalty of sin

· power of sin

· eventually, the presence of sin

The psalmist also spoke of fearing God, Psalm 33:8 (NIV) Let all the earth fear the Lord;

let all the people of the world revere him. 

When Peter talks about “reverent fear”,  when or how might people take the fear of God too seriously?

· they think God is too austere

· see Him as distant and uncaring

· see Him as a vengeful judge

· think He is waiting to swat us down for any little misstep

So then, when or how do people take the fear of God not seriously enough?

· see Him as a kindly old man sitting on a throne

· think He will in the end just let everyone slide through into heaven

· don’t see God’s power and authority

· discount all existence of God

What actions or attitudes should we take to have the proper fear, awe, or reverence for God?
· meditate, think about the attributes of God

· make a practice of seeing God’s power and authority and creativity all around us

· tell God you are in awe of Him

· worship Him, declare His worth

· praise and thank Him each day for who He is and what He is doing in your life

3.3 Holy Love and Obedience
Listen for a contrasting involving the Word of God.
1 Peter 1:22-25 (NIV) Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. [23] For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. [24] For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, [25] but the word of the Lord stands forever." And this is the word that was preached to you. 
How had these Christians purified themselves? 

· obedience to truth

· demonstrated by loving one another

· your love is not surface, it is deep caring

What truth should we obey in order to purify ourselves?

· the power of God, the Spirit of God living within the believer

· the Truth of confession, repentance, faith in God’s promised forgiveness

· the exhortation to holiness (separated from the world, separated unto God)

What are some words and phrases that describe how Peter’s readers had been born again? 

· not of perishable seed

· rather of imperishable

· through the living and enduring word of God

· according to what God said, what God did

· according to Jesus act of redemption, dying on the cross

Peter contrasts the eternal and the temporary … how does he characterize each?

	Temporary
	Forever

	· men’s lifetime

· like grass

· like flowers that wither and fall off
	· God’s words

· God’s promises

· What God says He will do


What would be evidence that we are loving one another with sincere love, deeply, from the heart?

· lack of  those sins he mentions (malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, slander)

· helping one another when in need

· rejoice with them at their good fortune

· sorrow together when they hurt

· encourage, exhort when necessary

· put others before yourself

· as Jesus said, treat them as you wish to be treated – love your neighbor as you love yourself

4. Application
4.1 Take a step
· Pray this week about one thing in  your life you can leave behind and be more set apart for God

· Commit to obeying His voice

· Depend on His strength to overcome

4.2 Reflect Christ

· Memorize 1 Peter 1:15 (NIV)  But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 

· Place it in a place where you see your reflection

· Every time you see your reflection in any context, pray silently that you will reflect the love and character of Jesus

4.3 Commit all to Him
· As you read your Bible this week, take note of anything in your study that reveals God’s holiness, uniqueness, or separateness
· As you do this, review with God your checkbook and schedule for the day

· Consider how your plans can glorify the Lord
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