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1. Motivate

In school, what was the most difficult test you had to take?
· math

· science

· chemistry

· memorizing dates for history

· the SAT or ACT test

· the test I forgot to study for

Here are some “Murphy’s Laws” for tests …

2. Transition

Abraham had a “test” but it was not to see if he remembered what to do.

· Today we look at a “test” of Abraham’s faith and trust in God

· We consider how we must respond to challenges and build a legacy of faith in God

3. Bible Study

3.1 Faith Tested
Listen for just what is Abraham’s test.
Genesis 22:1-3, 7-10 (NIV) Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. [2] Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." [3] Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out … [7] Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" [8] Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. [9] When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. [10] Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 
What was the test?

· take your son  … your only son … the son you love …

· go to region of Moriah

· sacrifice him there as a burnt offerings

· I’ll tell you which mountain when you get there

What kinds of feelings or thoughts do you think Abraham experienced? 

· fear

· confusion

· disbelief

· skepticism

· incredulity

· mistrust

· doubt

· discouragement

Note that these initial feelings and thoughts are normal … 

( Initial fear and struggling with obedience are OK

However, how could this have been a temptation for Abraham?  How might he respond and it not be OK?

· to doubt God’s goodness and wisdom

· to refuse God

· to do something different, like take a lamb (and name it Isaac??) instead of his son

· to argue with God

God will not send us on a mission to physically sacrifice a child, but He does take us through testing situations … what kinds of tests do we encounter in life?

· physical hardships

· loss of a job

· children facing problems at school (academics, bullying, difficult teachers, …)

· loss of life of family member

· a rebellious child

· a broken marriage

· family member with a substance abuse problem

What is the significance of the words “early in the morning?”

· Abraham didn’t dilly-dally

· He was quick to obey God

· if it needs to be done, let’s do it 

Now Isaac asks the question … “where is the lamb?”   What does this tell you about Isaac?

· he is starting to get strange vibes about the situation

· dad is acting strange, quiet, even secretive

· he is certainly old enough to know about sacrifices and that this is not normal

· (Isaac was quite possibly a teenager or even older)

Abraham replies that “God will provide the lamb.”  What does this show about Abraham?
· he is trusting in God

· he is determined to obey God

· he shows us that faith and obedience go hand in hand

How can a test like Abraham was facing or we sometimes face end up encouraging the test taker?

· we find God is sufficient

· it’s like God gives us the answers to the test

· you discover that whatever kind of test comes to us, we are able to trust God to get us through it

· we can be an encourager to someone else we see going through a similar test

3.2 Faith Proven
Listen for Abraham’s name for this location.
Genesis 22:11-14 (NIV) But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. [12] "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." [13] Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. [14] So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided." 
At what point in this process do you think he showed his complete commitment to God, his willingness to obey? 


Why?

· When he raised the knife

Showed he was really ready to go through with it

· The whole process


Showed ongoing determination

· When he actually bound him
This is first place where Isaac realizes his role

How did God spare Isaac’s life?

· stopped Abraham

· called out to him (note the parallel of the call and the answer in verses 11 and 1)
· Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket

Teachers give tests to find out if students know the material.   If God is omniscient, knows all things, why do you think He decided to give Abraham this test?

· the test was not for God … as we say, He already knew if Abraham learned the lesson

· the test is for Abraham to learn the limits of his own trust/obedience in God

· the test was a learning experience to prove to Abraham that God is wise, all sufficient

· to show Abraham that nothing he had belongs to him … all that any of us have belongs to God

( We must be willing to separate ourselves from anything and give it over to God’s control

 
What is the significance of the name Abraham gives to this location? 
· God provided the lamb here

· God provided “new life” for his son

· Again from Hebrews 11, “and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.”
If you were to name a geographic place based on an experience that developed your faith, what place would you choose?
· the operating room where I had that surgery

· the altar at church camp where I dedicated my life to Jesus

· the mail box where I received the check which provided for my financial need

· the pew I was sitting in when God spoke to me about that issue

· the wrecked car where God rescued me

· courtroom where God convinced me I had hit rock bottom

3.3 Faith Multiplied
Listen for a warning and a promise.
Genesis 26:2-5 (NIV)   The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, "Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land where I tell you to live. [3] Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. [4] I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, [5] because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my decrees and my laws." 

Isaac headed for the land of king Abimelech due to a local famine.  What things did God tell him there?

· do not go down into Egypt

· live in the land where I tell you to live

· stay here for a while

· I will be with you, bless you

· I will give you these lands

· I will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham

Recall that God told Abraham to “go” and now we see God telling Isaac to “stay.”  How do both “going” and “staying” require you to exercise perseverance?

· in both cases they didn’t know exactly what the future would be

· one doesn’t know how far the going or how long staying will be

· you don’t know why you are going or staying

· you have to keep at it, despite lack of understanding or specific directions

· it’s difficult to leave the familiar

· it’s hard to stay in the difficult situation

( We are not to take the easy way … we are to take God’s way

What promises did God make Isaac if he persevered?

· I will be with you, 

· I will bless you

· I will give you these lands

· I will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham

How does God’s being with you help you persevere in dry, unproductive times?

· He gives staying power

· you know His Spirit will guide and direct

· you have His strength at work within you

· you are assured that God knows the future and is working in your behalf

What in this passage evidences how faith was multiplied through Abraham and Isaac?

· Isaac learned to trust and obey God from his father Abraham

· He remembered and applied that lesson in this and other situations

4. Application
4.1 God sometimes test the lives of people of faith
· The hardest tests are those that seem contrary to God’s revelation of Himself

· Our devotion to God should be expressed by faith that obeys

· Devotion to God should be more important than anything else in our lives

4.2 When difficult situations confront us we may be tempted to doubt God’s goodness
· Even then, trust Him, obey Him

· God’s loving provision is always sufficient

· This is proved by His giving of His Son to be our Savior
4.3 Learn to follow the good examples of good and godly people
· Abraham modeled faith and obedience for his son, Isaac 

· We also must model those qualities for our children and grandchildren

· Pray that they learn to apply faith and obedience in their own lives

FIRST LAW OF APPLIED TERROR


    When reviewing your notes before


    an exam, the most important ones will be illegible.





SECOND LAW OF APPLIED TERROR


    The more studying you did for


    the exam, the less sure you are as to which answer they want.





THIRD LAW OF APPLIED TERROR


    80% of the final exam will be based


    on the one lecture you missed about the one book you didn't read.





FOURTH LAW OF APPLIED TERROR


    Every instructor assumes that


    you have nothing else to do except study for that instructor's


    course.





FIFTH LAW OF APPLIED TERROR


    If you are given an open-book


    exam, you will forget the book.





    COROLLARY


    If you are given a take-home exam, you will forget


    where you live.








