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A Problem You Can’t Solve Yourself

1. Motivate

Tell us about a time when you got lost – driving, walking, hiking, sailing, etc.

· got off the wrong exit of the freeway

· lost in the woods

· could not find a location (someone’s house, a church, a restaurant, etc.)

· driving in a strange town (with poorly marked streets)

· in a dangerous part of town

How long did it take for you to realize you were lost?

· right away

· a few minutes

· an hour or so

2. Transition

Paul writes to the Roman church about his concern and burden for the spiritually lost.

· His concern

· God's provision

· The need of all men – whether godless or religious

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Gospel Reveals God’s Righteousness
Listen for good news found in this passage.
Romans 1:16-17 (NIV)   I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. [17] For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 

What good news did you hear about in these verses?
· the gospel message is powerful

· it provides salvation of anyone/everyone who believes

· it reveals the availability of righteousness offered by God

· it is merely by faith … you don’t have to do some great deed to receive it

· faith is how you initialize this righteousness, faith is how you keep it in place

What does the word “righteous” mean?

· when a person 

· Applied to God it is one of His attributes, characteristics

· In describing salvation it speaks to the how God attributes to believers His righteousness

· He confers it on us when we confess, repent, receive in faith His redemptive work on the cross

· we have positional righteousness (right standing before God)

· we are growing in experiential righteousness (our actions and attitudes)

What do you think Paul meant when he said, “The righteous shall live by faith”?

· our initial salvation is by faith

· that is how we receive eternal life

· a daily life of righteous living and service to God is accomplished only by trusting God for strength, wisdom, empowerment 

· Our spiritual life is initiated by faith

· It is continued on a daily basis by faith

In high school and college (and even afterwards) you are proud to wear your school colors and clothing with your school’s logo … why?

· we want to be identified with that school

· we want everyone to know how great it is … and by implication how great we are

· we want to join with other schoolmates in supporting our team

· the team needs our support

· it is fun to be united with friends in a common “cause”

Why are some people not that proud and dedicated in the cause of sharing the gospel message?

· Satan plants that attitude in our hearts and minds

· the world is opposed to that kind of message, whereas they are tolerant of school loyalty

· it is not politically correct

· there is a bias in culture today against Christianity in general, let alone sharing the gospel message

· missionary activity is seen as interference with “beautiful cultural groups”

What kinds of opposition did Paul experience in sharing the gospel?

· Jewish opposition (they got him to appeal to Caesar) and shipped to Rome

· stoned and left for dead

· shipwrecked … traveling hardships

· Jewish Christians questioned his taking the Gospel to the Gentiles

· health issues

· house arrest in Rome

· in Ephesus he was opposed by local businessmen 

· his life was threatened in one city and he had to escape at night, let down in a basket from the city wall

How did Paul (and how should we) respond to opposition to the Gospel?

· keep on keeping on

· share the Gospel in love

· obey the Great Commission

· ask God to open up new doors of outreach … locally, nationally, around the world

3.2 Sinful, Subject to God’s Judgment
Listen for characteristics of two classes of people.
Romans 2:5-11 (NIV)   But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. [6] God "will give to each person according to what he has done." [7] To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. [8] But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. [9] There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile; [10] but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. [11] For God does not show favoritism. 

What is God’s reaction to our stubbornness? 

· wrath

· righteous judgment

· receive judgment according to your deeds

What thoughts or feelings do you have when you read about the emphasis on God’s wrath?

· fear

· I’m in trouble

· wait, I’ve been forgiven!

· that wrath is for people who reject, rebel against God

· wouldn’t want to be in that group

· want to make sure I’m not

· want to warn friends and family

· wonder about people who haven’t heard the gospel message …

Why are we so quick to point out the flaws in others while ignoring our own?  Why do we “judge” others?
· want to make ourselves look good by contrast

· easy to ignore our own faults

· we don’t want to admit our own sin
· Satan lies to us that what we do is not so bad … it’s the other folks who need help

· our sinful nature is blind to its own problem

How should your anticipation of a coming judgment day affect your daily behavior?

· don’t want people to see video re-runs of my actions and attitudes

· realize I’ll not get away with some action or attitude … God sees and knows
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what you do and say will have results, repercussions

· others need the gospel … what can I do to get the message to them

Here is a bad “fix” 
We cannot “fix” our sin condition … we can never meet God’s standard.  Only God can rescue us.
 

3.3 Think You’re Righteous?   NOT!
Listen for Paul’s opinion as to who is righteous.
Romans 3:9-12 (NIV) What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. [10] As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; [11] there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. [12] All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one." 
How did Paul compare himself to others? 

· he (all the Jews) are not any better than other people

· all people are alike under sin

· we all have the natural, inborn tendency to sin

· it is our nature to be sinful

What kind of feelings or thoughts do you have when the Bible describes you as standing guilty before God?

· at first it is easy to take offense

· you think, I don’t murder, steal, do drugs … “dance, smoke, or chew and go with those who do”

· I’m a nice guy

So, according to Paul, who is righteous?  What is our natural tendency toward God?

· no one is righteous in their own ability

· not even one person

· none of us understands God

· none of us naturally seeks God

· we are born with the predilection  (the tendency, the likeness) to rebel against God .. in word, deed, and attitude

How can Christianity be described as “good news” when it teaches that all people are guilty before God?  How do we find hope?

· it doesn’t leave you only with the guilt

· the good news is the fact that God has provided a remedy

· there is a way out of our sinful condition

· Jesus has taken the penalty (death) for our sinful condition

· if we confess our condition (agree with God about our sinfulness) and repent (turn away from those sinful actions and attitudes) and believe God’s offer of forgiveness through Jesus … that’s GOOD NEWS

· That is the hope we have … more than just a wish, it is Truth you can base your life on

4. Application
4.1 The Gospel … the Good News is a life changing message
· You can be rescued from your sinful condition

· You can experience forgiveness and justification through faith in what Jesus accomplished

· You can also experience a life of righteousness in your attitudes and actions … again, through faith in Christ

4.2 Behavior is a reflection of whether one has chosen to live in pursuit of godly attributes or for selfish ambition
· God will honor godly pursuits with His blessing

· He is just and fair, and is faithful to His standard of judgment

· This week allow God to demonstrate godly attributes through your life.

4.3 No matter how good we think we are, we stand before God under sin
· In our sin, we are useless to God and incapable of doing eternal good

· Praise God for the hope the Gospel gives you … share that hope with someone.
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