3/7/2021	The Nature of God
1. Motivate

When have you looked for answers for something beyond your understanding?
·  (
A video introduction is available to view at 
https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_f03h356u
 If you have no Wi-Fi where you teach, best to download to your computer from 
https://tinyurl.com/1rdbgysb
 
)fix the washing machine
· how to program the DVR
· a food recipe
· how to do a particular task in on my word processor
· what kind of bird did I just see on my bird feeder
· how to make an appointment to get my Covid vaccine shot
· how to change the wallpaper on my computer screen
· why did Texas go short of power during the cold??
· where can I find a good deal on rechargeable batteries
· what does that light on my car dashboard mean
· my 97 year old mother in law wants to find out on what day of the week was she born

2. Transition

Serie, Alexa, or Google can tell us lots of things, but not everything.
· One theological fact beyond our understanding is the Trinity 
· God has revealed Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Know Jesus, Know the Father

Listen for how Jesus answers.

John 14:8-11 (NIV)   Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us."  9  Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  10  Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.  11  Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 

What kind of attitudes or atmosphere do you think was present when Philip asked his question? 
· shock
· disbelief
· embarrassment
· maybe glad he asked a question they were wondering about themselves

Why did Jesus seem surprised Philip felt a need for such a request?
· you have seen me
· you’ve been with me for a long time
· if you’ve seen me, you have seen The Father
· I am in the Father, the Father is in me
· everything I say to you are not just my own

What had Philip already seen that demonstrated the Father at work through Jesus?
· miracles
· healing
· feeding of large groups
· compassion for individuals and large groups
· fearlessness in confronting religious fakes

In what ways does Jesus show us what God is like?  How does knowing Jesus’ actions and teachings help us know more about God
· Jesus speaks God’s words … to us as well as to the people of His day
· Jesus does God’s work … then and now
· Jesus demonstrated God’s love for us
· He demonstrated God’s power
· we see God’s authority demonstrated

Consider Philip …
· would be easy to criticize him for lack of understanding
· actually, he was quite honest about what he was thinking and feeling
· we need to be the same way with God … tell Him your doubts and concerns

 He wants to reassure you and remind you of His power at work in your life

3.2 The Holy Spirit Is in Your Life

Listen for Jesus’ introduction of the Spirit.

John 14:16-20 (NIV)  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever--  17  the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  18  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  19  Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.  20  On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 

Who would the Father give to the believers in response to the request of the Son? 
· another Counselor, Comforter, Helper, Advocate
· the Spirit of Truth, the One who leads to all Truth
· One who will be with you forever, will never leave you
· (getting them ready for the fact the Jesus would be returning to heaven)

Why can believers receive Him but not those who are of the world? unbelievers don’t “see” Him (or see His working)
· don’t know Him … no personal relationship with God
· But …
· believers know Him
· have a personal relationship with God
· God’s Spirit lives and works within the life of every believer!!!
· The very God of the universe has a presence within your heart and mind


What are some different words used by some of your translations for “counselor”
· advocate
· comforter
· helper
· intercessor
· one who is called alongside
· legal assistant
· Paraclete

How does the Holy Spirit work in the life of a believer? What are the benefits of having the Holy Spirit in your life? 
· Counselor, Comforter, Helper, Advocate
· guide decisions
· produce the Fruit of the Spirit
· illuminate, give understanding of scripture
· convict/convince us of sin 
· convict/convince us of God’s available power in our lives
· give us Spiritual Gifts
· provide Spiritual armor and weapons
· empower us for service, for righteous living
· live in harmony with God’s purposes
· all this when Christ (in the person of the Spirit) is on the throne of your life … when you submit to His authority

How are we taught by the Holy Spirit?
· through the reading of God’s Word
· learn lessons through life experiences 
· Consider John 16:8 (NIV)   When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 
· Convict  To bring by the use of argument or evidence to firm belief or a course of action – to convince

Note:  He will be different from Jesus in that 
· The Spirit lives within the lives of all believers, everywhere, in all time and space
· He is omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, eternal 
· Jesus, as a human, was confined in time and space
 

3.3 The Spirit Continues the Work of the Son

Listen for what the Spirit does in our lives.

John 14:23-26 (NIV)   Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.  24  He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.  25  "All this I have spoken while still with you.  26  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 

What kind of evidence affirms that a person loves the Lord? 
· obey Christ’s teaching
· God’s presence and influence in the life

What attitudes and actions will be motivated by our love for the Lord?
· study what God says to us through His Word
· think about, meditate on His teachings
· obey God’s instructions, apply God’s principles to our lives
· tell others the joy of a personal relationship with the very God of the Universe

What effect does loving obedience have on one’s relationship to the Father and the Son? 
· demonstrates our faith
· demonstrates God’s ruling presence in our lives
· we obey because we trust that God’s commands and principles for living are the best for us and for His kingdom
· as we demonstrate and exercise that faith (through obedience), God’s power and guidance become evident

John 14.26 says the Holy Spirit will teach us. How does the Holy Spirit teach us? 
· through the messages of the New Testament writers (Old Testament too)
· brings scripture passages to our minds
· reminds us of what Jesus taught and preached
· when we read scripture, He illuminates the meaning to us
· He brings thoughts, suggestions into our minds
· He works to bring people and circumstances into our lives which speak to us in different ways

How does it make you feel to know that God abides with you and the Spirit helps you understand His Word? 
· leaves me in awe
· impressed that God wants to have that kind of close relationship
· reassuring
· encouraging
· empowering 

 (
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
)


Application
Pray. 
· Give thanks to God for being a God who reveals Himself to us. 
· Thank Him for coming to us in Jesus Christ and for giving us His Holy Spirit to work in us and through us.

Study. 
· Compare two passages: Genesis 1:1-2 and John 1:1-18. 
· Underline where you see the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in these passages. 
· Make note of the similarities and differences in how the three Persons of the Trinity are described.

Display. 
· Just as the world around us reveals God, we are called to reveal Him to those around us. 
· Trust the Holy Spirit to give you the opportunity and the words to point others to Jesus.

Crossword Puzzle
Clues and words taken from John 14:8-11,16-20,23-26 (NIV)
 (
For the solution and more
 good
 stuff where this came from
,
  
g
o to 
https://tinyurl.com/1rdbgysb
)
	2
image1.png
Christin the ife
Selfon the throne
Issues of lfe in disarray

Chiston the throne
Selfsubmits o Chiist

Issues of ffe in harmony with
Chist's purposes





image2.png
Down
1. the world neither sees nor _?_ Him
3.1 have _2_ while still with you
4. Don'tyou _?_1am in the Father?
5. the world cannot _?_ Him
8. give you another _-
1. the Holy Spirit will 2_ you all things
12. everything | have _2_to you
13, The Father, _2_inme ...
15._2_my teaching





image3.png
Across
2.These _?_you hear are not my own
6. make our _?_ with him
7. the _?_ of the miracles
9. the Spirit of _?_

10. Lord, show us the _°
14. Don't you know me,
15. | will not leave you as _?.





image4.jpeg




image5.png




image6.png




