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The Angels’ Announcement

1. Motivate

When you think about uncomfortable travel, what personal experiences do you recall?

· forced to stay in a shabby hotel

· a very, very long bus ride

· stranded by the roadside

· trying to stay awake while driving over night

· down the road in a driving snow storm

· having a very large person crowd you in your airplane seat

· stuck in a traffic jam trying to escape the hurricane

2. Transition

Mary and Joseph certainly experienced a difficult and uncomfortable trip

· Today we look at the events of their trip to Bethlehem.

· When you think about it, Jesus also made a difficult trip from heaven … He came to earth to live as a human … eventually to die to accomplish our salvation.

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Timing
Listen for international events.
Luke 2:1-5 (NIV)  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2  (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3  And everyone went to his own town to register. 4  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child
According to this passage, several elements of the story are extraordinary for birthing a baby.  What unusual things do you see?

· Mary traveling late in her pregnancy

· says they were “pledged to be married” and  she was “expecting a child”

· actually only Joseph was required to go for the registration, but Mary went also, even though late in her pregnancy 

How can the way Mary managed her challenges help us to handle our difficulties?

· she had God’s promises … so do we

· she trusted what God told her

· she no doubt depended on Joseph’s support

· we know of no complaints, no whining

· later we read of how she “pondered these things” … she looked for God at work

What specific actions of or interventions by God do you see in this story?

· prompted the Roman emperor to call for a census

· this got Joseph heading for his ancestral home, Bethlehem

· by this time Joseph had been told by God to go ahead with the marriage, despite the unusual and potentially scandalous circumstances

· God put two descendants of King David together as the earthly parents for the Messiah

For each of the situations below, how might God be at work, arranging timing and events in our lives that are hard to realize when they are happening?

	Life Event
	How might God be accomplishing something?

	Loss of a job
	· God opens you up to something new He wants you to do

· there are problems in the company, gets you out of a bad situation

	Delayed by a flat tire
	· you miss being involved in a big pile-up on the Interstate

· you meet someone who helps you with the tire, you help them in some way – maybe spiritually

	You meet an old high school classmate by chance
	· you discover they are really in need spiritually and you are able to minister to them or even lead them to Jesus

· he/she has a connection that helps you find a job or provide a service you need

	A busy church worker moves away, leaving several empty positions
	· you are pressed into a ministry new to you and find out this is a spiritual gift

· more people get involved who were not involved before

	A new family moves into your neighborhood
	· you get to know them and are able to minister to their needs

· they become involved in your church and have a significant ministry

	“by chance” your teenage son/daughter meets a fine Christian gal/fellow at church camp
	· they have similar interests and goals God brings them into a godly, long term relationship

· the person becomes a good friend, especially needed at this point in both their lives


3.2 God’s Placement
Listen for hardships experienced.
Luke 2:6-7 (NIV) While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7  and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
What were the conditions in Bethlehem the night Jesus was born? (2:7) 

· town was full of visitors, 
· many people there to register and pay tax

· no vacancies in what few lodging places there were

· Mary and Joseph had to stay in a stable … and that’s when the baby decided to be born


What were the difficulties involved in this trip?

· travel, in general would have been tough (90 miles, uphill, trip of 3 – 4 days)

· Mary is 9 months pregnant

· no place to stay when they get there

· Baby decides to be born away from home
Actually, only the husband was required to go for the census registration – what are some possible reasons why Mary accompanied Joseph?

· just wanted to be with him

· people back home were talking about the less than 9 month bride being pregnant

· they might have decided to move there

· Joseph wanted to protect her from the talk
What are some things that are incongruous about the birth of the King of Kings?

· born of very poor parents

· born in what appeared to be questionable circumstances

· born in a very poor location

· might make modern ob-gyn folks nervous about the lack of facilities, cleanliness

· born in a small, inconsequential town

· very few people were aware of the events of that night
If the birth of Jesus was so momentous, why was He born in such humble circumstances?

· consistent with the Servant role of Jesus

· everything about Jesus would be miraculous

· His virgin birth, his conception

· His divinity/humanity combination (incarnation)

· His ministry

· His resurrection

· It showed his identification with all men

· It underlined the humanity of Jesus – there is no question of his humanity – he was not plunked down in a palace as a special grown up envoy of deity

What impresses you the most about the circumstances of Jesus birth?

· virgin birth

· he left heaven to become a man

· he limited himself to becoming a baby – (did he limit his understanding, his ability to talk, to reason as a child ?)
· he submitted to the authority of parents, even when he knew he was deity
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3.3 Angels Announce the Birth
Listen for the “Fear not”
Luke 2:8-14 (NIV)  And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10  But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14  "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."
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Why do you think the shepherds were afraid?

· sudden appearance of a stranger

· the light that seemed to come with the angel

· why would he be telling us this message

· who are we to hear such a message

Why do you think the angels praised God for His peace following the announcement of the Savior’s birth? 

· this is the main reason Christ came as Savior

· man and God have been enemies, ever since Adam and Eve sinned

· Jesus would solve the sin problem, bringing peace between men and God

What other kinds of peace would Jesus, the Messiah bring to the earth?

· peace between/among men … when the sin problem is solved, we are able to live as God intended

· peace within oneself … no longer plagued by guilt 

· peace and contentment with life … when we are trusting God, we don’t need to be constantly desiring for something else

· peace in the midst of the conflicts that are a part of life … we have the assurance that God is ultimately in charge, God is sufficient for every need

How does the birth of Jesus impact our lives today?

· reality of God becoming a man and living on earth

· the fact that God limited Himself to be a human and experience all that we do

· the culmination of God’s plan for the salvation of man … finally took place

· God entered time and space and human history for salvation

· also a proof that He can and will do so in Christ’s second coming

What actions could we take to make this season reflect the peace of God in our lives more fully?

· focus more on Jesus coming, less on the distractions

· share with others the peace that God offers

· take special time to read and study the different ways that God offers peace

· in the midst of the problems we face, look to Jesus for peace in the midst of non-peaceful situations

Application
Trust. 

· Reflect on the goodness of God’s salvation. 

· If you’ve never accepted God’s offer of salvation, do so now.  

· Ask your Bible Study leader if you are unsure how to do this.

Worship. 

· Follow the angels’ example and give all praise to God in our daily lives. 

· Pick at least one specific trait of God that inspires you to worship Him today.

Pray. 

· Pray specifically for someone you know whose heart needs to become open to the gospel.  
· Ask God to begin softening that person’s heart to the message of Christ.

· Pray that God would open a door of opportunity for you to share your faith.



( He loved us enough to come and live in the squalor of a middle eastern village, knowing that one day he would endure a tortured death








There is a video available as an illustration of the Angels’ message.  View at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ydbpyeah" �https://tinyurl.com/ydbpyeah� 


Download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yct5eoat" �https://tinyurl.com/yct5eoat� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Angels’ Announcement Cryptogram





There’s a message here about angels.  Not sure what it is or who said it.  But you can figure it out by using the key.  The letter under the blank will be matched with a letter in the key table.  It’s not a Bible verse, but it’s something good to know anyway.  I think the author is probably famous.  For the solution and other Family Activities go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yawkhjcd" �https://tinyurl.com/yawkhjcd� 
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