11/4/2018
Praying for Ourselves

1. Motivate

For the people who went through the devastation of recent hurricanes, what are some of the most basic needs they have encountered?

· drinking water

· food

· electricity

· cell phone service

· shelter

· chainsaws, fuel, manpower to remove trees

· availability of builders

· attention from FEMA and insurance agents

· access in and/or out of the damaged areas

2. Transition

Jesus taught us to pray for our “daily bread”
· Daily needs include more than just bread

· Today we consider taking all your needs to God daily and trusting Him to answer.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Take Your Needs to God
Listen for a response to bad news.
Matthew 6:11 (NIV)  Give us today our daily bread.   Isaiah 38:1-3  In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz went to him and said, "This is what the LORD says: Put your house in order, because you are going to die; you will not recover."  2  Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, 3  "Remember, O LORD, how I have walked before you faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have done what is good in your eyes." And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

What message did God send via Isaiah to the good king Hezekiah when he became gravely ill? 
· God sent prophet Isaiah

· put your house in order

· you are going to die from this illness

· you will not recover
What was Hezekiah’s reaction to the prophecy about his imminent death? 
· turned his face to the wall

· prayed to Jehovah God

· reminded God of his (Hezekiah’s)  faithfulness

· noted his own devotion

· pointed out that he had done good as a king, even in God’s view

· wept bitterly

What other Bible characters (beside Jesus) do we know who faced death?  How did they handle that possibility?

· Paul and Silas in jail – sang hymns, praised God

· David in the lions’ den – prayed for deliverance

· Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego – refused to bow down to the idol, told the king that they were ready to die if God did not protect them

· some of the prophets faced death when they confronted the king

· Paul faced death several times, according to his testimony – was willing to continue preaching, no matter what

· Stephen when he was martyred – prayed for those putting him to death

How else might Hezekiah have reacted when Isaiah told him he would die from his current illness? 
· mope

· get angry, mad at God

· lash out at his family and officers

· give up

· go on a binge and “drown” his sorrows
What do we sometimes do first instead of going to God with our needs?

· find another doctor

· check for solutions on Google

· go to social media – tweet, post on Facebook 

· call mother

· when you worry, when you doubt, run in circles, scream and shout

· go into a blue funk

· binge on chocolate
Why pray, since God already knows what you need?

· God wants us to express our trust in Him

· must take a step of faith

· trusting God is a way to honor, praise, glorify Him

· it is an act of worship

How is the petition in Matthew 6:11 also an expression of trust?
· we trust God for these needs

· we like to think we are in charge of our own lives, but God is the one to whom we must go

· we are trusting God for basic needs 
3.2  God Graciously Answers
Listen for good news.
Isaiah 38:4-6 (NIV)  Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah:  5  "Go and tell Hezekiah, 'This is what the LORD, the God of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will add fifteen years to your life. 6  And I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria. I will defend this city.
How did the Lord respond to Hezekiah’s plea? 
· I have heard your prayer, seen your tears

· I will add 15 years to your life

· I will deliver you and the city from the attack of the king of Assyria

· I will defend this city

Why might the Lord have identified Himself as the God of David thy father? 
· Isaiah was supposed to make sure to have Hezekiah understand this message was from God … it wasn’t just kind words Isaiah was declaring

· this assurance was from “The God Who IS” (contrasted to “them who ain’t”) 

· this was the God who had been at work in the lives of the nation of Israel from the very start

What positive events resulted from the potential tragedy of Hezekiah? 
· Hezekiah learned that God hears when he prayed

· certainly the extra 15 years was a positive thing

· maybe the deliverance from the king of the Assyria was even more important for the nation

· possible that Hezekiah was focusing on his own demise and the attack of Assyria was really more significant for the people of Judah
Why is, or is not, death the worst thing that can happen to us?
	The worst thing ..
	NOT the worst thing ..

	· it’s the end of our life

· we have no more connection to our loved ones

· I might feel I’ve not accomplished all that I intended

· it’s scary, probably painful
	· it’s the ultimate healing

· no more suffering, no more pain

· we get to be with Jesus

· it’s like a graduation

· heaven has got to be better than what we have here


How can we respond when we don’t see God granting our requests?

· keep trusting

· keep praising God

· thank God for His faithfulness, His love, His provision

· ask God to show us His will – maybe we are praying selfishly

· keep reading God’s Word – we need to keep listening to what God has to say to us
What are some ways God might answer your prayer in a way that is evident it could only be from the Lord?

· finances came from totally unexpected, unanticipated source

· the finances supplied were exactly the amount needed

· the supply was so far beyond what we needed

· the doctor said he had nothing to do with the cure – had to be God

· God supplied before we even asked for it

· the need was met exactly when required … not too soon, not too late 

3.3 God’s Answer Benefits and Strengthens
Listen for Hezekiah’s praise.
Isaiah 38:15-17 (NIV)   But what can I say? He has spoken to me, and he himself has done this. I will walk humbly all my years because of this anguish of my soul. 16  Lord, by such things men live; and my spirit finds life in them too. You restored me to health and let me live. 17  Surely it was for my benefit that I suffered such anguish. In your love you kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins behind your back.
How did Hezekiah acknowledge God as the source of his healing?  
· God Himself spoke to, communicated to Hezekiah

· Hezekiah said it was God, Himself who had done this

· it was God who restored his health and allowed him to live

How did Hezekiah view his physical and mental suffering after he was delivered? 

· was ultimately for good

· was a spiritual experience

· realized the forgiveness of sins and rescue from “pit of destruction”

· he experienced God’s love

· all this is part of living and God is present to bless and provide
What are some of the lessons Hezekiah seemed to have learned from his experience of facing death? 
· suffering is part of everyone’s life

· God is sufficient to take you through those times

· God has the power to give us more days (and to take them away)

· God protects in national events as well as providing personal needs

· he discovered God’s love for him

· he experienced forgiveness

How can answered prayer change your perspective toward life?

· realization that God hears us

· realization of God’s power, authority, love for us

· learn to trust God in both large and small issues in our lives

· learn to go to God first … not to Google, not to social media, not to yet another doctor

How does God use our prayer life to get us to where He wants us to be?

· prayer is a conversation with God

· the conversation should be both ways

· we hear from God through scripture

· God speaks to us through the convicting/convincing work of His Holy Spirit working within our lives

· we learn new ways to trust Him

· He wants to answer our prayers and receive our worship and praise that He is due

· we learn we can depend on Him … to supply our needs, to give direction to our lives, to empower us for service to His Kingdom
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Application
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List your requests. 

· Make a list of your needs—both daily and long-term.

· Pray through that list and trust God to answer.

Evaluate your requests. 

· In light of God’s honor, will, and kingdom, evaluate your list of prayer requests

· As needed, modify what you’re asking or how you’re asking to ensure your requests honor Christ.

Share God’s answers. 

· Share with someone the specific ways God has answered your prayers.


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  The application points are presented in a video. View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_ajyz5oaz" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_ajyz5oaz� 


Download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y9zkye4p" �https://tinyurl.com/y9zkye4p� 





Video at


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ydftjyqk" �https://tinyurl.com/ydftjyqk� 
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Humph!  Well, at least they spelled the words in the list correctly this time.  But the words in the box are a big mess!  You’re going to have to find them … they go left, right, up, down and diagonally.  This will make up for that book report you never turned in.  Humph!   You’ll probably get stuck, so the solution is at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ycqnmr49" �https://tinyurl.com/ycqnmr49� .  And there’s other Family Activities … you need to do them.  Humph!
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