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Praying for Others

1. Motivate

What do you think is most challenging for a Christian living in today’s society?

· dealing with a godless society
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protecting kids from evil influences

· believing a liberal media

· trying to handle so called political correctness

· living a life that has an impact on unbelievers

· being a credible Christian

· loving an unloving world

2. Transition

We all struggle with these issues along with the normal problems of life.

· We need the prayer support of fellow believers … and they need our prayers

· Today we look at going to God on the behalf of others.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Praying for Protection
Listen for Jesus’ petitions.
Matthew 6:11 (NIV)  Give us today our daily bread.   John 17:11-16  I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave me--so that they may be one as we are one. 12  While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 13  "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14  I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15  My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.
What did Jesus ask His Father to do for His disciples? 
· protection by the power of the Name of God 

· that they be unified – with God and with each other

· they have the full measure of His joy

· protection from the evil one 

Why did Jesus say these things while He was still in the world?   
· Jesus was anticipating His return to heaven to be with the Father

· in His human incarnation He was praying for His human disciples
Why would  the world hate Jesus’ disciples?  

· as believers, as followers of Christ they (we) are not of this world

· Paul said we are strangers and aliens … to the world system and world mindset
Why can believers today expect the world to hate them?
· different belief system

· different set of values

· no longer follow the ways of the world – words, deeds, motivations, desires

· not willing to go along with their belief systems

· we are different – people object to our values which don’t agree with world values

What does your life-style as a believer indicate about your relationship to the world? 
· don’t go along with their activities

· motivations are different

· our rejection of worldly attitudes and actions in effect condemn others
Why is it so easy for us to become closely involved in the world? 
· we live immersed in our culture

· the way we dress, talk, and act are influenced by our culture

· we are bombarded by media which has the world’s values – advertising, entertainment, even news (fake or otherwise)

Jesus specifically did not pray that we be removed from the world.  Why do you think believers are still in the world? 
· Jesus wants people to realize that He can rescue us from both the penalty and the power of sin
· Jesus gave us the Great Commission – take the message of salvation to all peoples

· we are supposed to be “salt” and “light”

· if we were separated from the people we are supposed to affect, God’s purpose is never achieved

· we are to be God’s instruments to reach others and bring them into the Body of Christ, the Church

· there are still folks who need to hear the gospel

· God in his mercy and grace wants to rescue people from their sinful condition

( Pray for one another that we will be both protected from the world’s influence but at the same time be an influence on the world.

3.2 Praying for Spiritual Growth
Listen for our mission.
John 17:17-19 (NIV)  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18  As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19  For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
What does it mean when Jesus prays, “Sanctify them by the truth”?

· “sanctify” means to be set apart (from the world)

· when we hear and heed/apply God's Truth, our hearts and minds are more and more on spiritual things

· we lose the secular world view, mindset

· we gain the spiritual, Biblical view

How does God’s truth sanctify us or make us holy?
· initial message of salvation

· Truth about the presence of God’s Holy Spirit within our lives

· He works to convince us of His power at work within us

· we know and experience God’s enabling to live a life free from the power of sin over us  

In what ways are we as believers set apart, separated from the world’s values,  for God’s use? 

· initial salvation sets us apart in that we will no longer be condemned for sin

· we are set apart to live and act in accord with God’s commands

· our speech and our lifestyle will be different from that of the world

· our motives will change

· we now have peace with God – unbelievers are God’s enemies
In what ways does sanctification reflect a process, and, as Jesus used the term, how can a person be set aside more than once? 
· initially at salvation

· just as we mature physically, we will mature spiritually

· not unlike a sculpture who removes all the parts of the word or stone that do not look like the desired figure

· God removes some things from our lives, adds other things

· we become more and more separated/different from unbelievers (the world)

What are some obstacles to spiritual growth that we need prayer to overcome?

· temptations to sin

· lack of motivation to follow God

· what we mentioned previously about the influence of the world on our lives

We often request prayer for one another’s physical needs.  Why are we reluctant to request prayer for our spiritual needs … for God’s sanctifying process to take place in our lives?

· we don’t want to look unspiritual

· we are unwilling to confess weaknesses in our spiritual lives

· we are too proud

· physical needs are not necessarily a bad thing before God

· however admitting a need to overcome anger, lust, greed, or a substance abuse/dependency is something we are reluctant to do

( Pray for one another’s spiritual needs as well as physical needs.

3.3 Praying for Unity
Consider what happens when musicians are not in tune with each other

· sounds bad, you wish they would quit, it can set your teeth on edge, 


· distracts from the whole intended effect of the music

Listen for a reason for the need of unity – being in tune with one another.

John 17:20-23 (NIV) "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,  21  that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22  I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23  I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
For whom did Jesus pray?  
· for the disciples, but not just for them, 

· also for those would believe in Christ in the future

· which means He was praying these same things for us!
· for all people would ever believe in Him

In what ways are all Christians one, united? 
· we all have experienced the same salvation

· Jesus died for each of us – we have that basic Truth in common

· it is the same Holy Spirit who lives within us
How are Christians today divided? Why? 
· disagreement over various doctrinal issues

· by denominations – this can be both good and bad in some ways

· by language, by culture, by socioeconomic background, by race

· sometimes by silly things – the color of the drapes in the sanctuary or which side of the platform the piano goes on – or whether we should even have a piano

· in today’s culture by the choice of what kind of music we have in worship
Jesus prayed for unity, not uniformity.  What’s the difference?   Why is the distinction important in thinking of Jesus’ prayer?

· unity is to be united in our efforts to live for God and reach the world for Christ

· uniformity is that we all do things the same way, have exactly the same beliefs and values

· uniformity is not needed, and in fact is probably not a good thing

· better to have a variety of ways to take the Gospel to the world

· even variety of denominations that appeals to different personalities and cultures and sub-cultures is a good thing

What are some ways we can pray for others (even if we don’t totally agree with them) as Jesus prayed in these verses?

· their basic needs – provision, well-being, God’s blessings on them

· a closer walk with God

· that they be a blessing to others around them

· they be empowered to serve the Lord
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Application
Categorize your requests. 

· Create a prayer list under three columns: PROTECTION, SPIRITUAL GROWTH, and UNITY.

· Under each column, list individuals or groups for whom you can pray.

Ask others. 

· Contact friends and family by phone, email, or text. 

· Ask them how you can be praying specifically for them.

Pray together. 

· Meet with others in your group for a season of prayer.

· Pray together for unity among believers and churches in your community.

A video is available for the introduction of the lesson.


Watch at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_26d0zaqs" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_26d0zaqs� 


Download the .mp4 file at �� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y7cyr39x" �https://tinyurl.com/y7cyr39x� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  This week there is also a video for the conclusion/application.  View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_yrywszh4" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_yrywszh4� 


Or download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y9fujkeg" �https://tinyurl.com/y9fujkeg� 





Crossword�Matthew 6:11; John 17:11-23





Across


2. full measure of my _?_ within


3. the world has _?_ them


5. that they be brought to _?_


7. I _?_ them and kept them safe


10. I gave them the _?_ you gave me


12. protect them by the power of your _?_


13. I am _?_ to you now








Down


1. your _?_ is truth


4. my prayer is not for them _?_


6. sanctify them by the _?_


8. protect them from the _?_ one


9. what we need daily


11. believe in me through their _?_


14. that all of them may be _?_
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