8/19/2018
Nehemiah – Prioritize 

1. Motivate

What are some of your early experiences with the Bible?

· Sunday school as a child

· memorize verses for a prize

· Bible story books

· trying to read through the “begats” and wonder why they were there

· filling out  Sunday School book for Sunday morning

· memorizing books of the Bible

· struggling with pronunciation of some of the names of people and places in the Bible

· seeing missionary pictures – how they took the Bible message to foreign cultures

· flannel graph Bible stories

· three chapters a day, five on Sunday, gets you through the Bible in a year

· hearing/seeing magic tricks by child evangelists who illustrated biblical principles

2. Transition

Maybe you came to Christ as a child or as an adult

· Either way, your first experiences with Scripture may have been puzzling

· As our Christian experiences mature, we conclude that God’s Word must be central in our lives to truly serve him.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Stay Focused
Listen for a plot foiled.
Nehemiah 6:1-3, 15,16 (NIV) When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it--though up to that time I had not set the doors in the gates--  2  Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: "Come, let us meet together in one of the villages on the plain of Ono." But they were scheming to harm me;  3  so I sent messengers to them with this reply: "I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?" ... 15  So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days 16  When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God.
What is the status of the building project according to these verses?
· finished

· no gaps left

· only doors of gates left to be mounted

· completed in 52 days
How did Sanballat and Geshem attempt to trap Nehemiah and take his attention away from the work?
· sent a message

· come let us meet together in one of the villages

· on their turf, not Nehemiah’s

· they were scheming to harm him

How did Nehemiah respond?
· I’m too busy

· we have an important, a great project ongoing 

· cannot stop work and go off to meet you
What kinds of opposition have you faced when following God?
· people say the project won’t work

· Satan seems to send car troubles, delays

· your kids seem to act up

· other temptations pop up – don’t teach/sing in the choir/go to church this Sunday – got  tickets to the big game … or beautiful weather to go boating/swimming/fishing

· people complain about the ministry you’re involved in

When do you think it is important to confront and fight back, and when is it better to back down or back off and walk away from the threat? 
	Fight Back
	Back Down – Back Off

	· the opposition is directly blocking the work, the ministry

· you know God is directing and empowering you in that direction

· no other way to proceed but to break through the barrier or obstacle 
	· no need for a confrontation

· the opposition or problem is not directly related to the ongoing work

· this is a side issue, not germane to the main task

· don’t get side tracked by “rabbit trails” 
· keep the main thing, the main thing

· if you respond to every threat or accusation, you end up losing focus


In what ways is Nehemiah a good example for us to follow? 
· having clear priorities

· stay focused

· keep working

· trust God

· encourage the workers
· don’t allow problems to halt the work
3.2 God’s Word A Priority
Listen for how Scripture was studied.
Nehemiah 8:1-3 (NIV)  all the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel.  2  So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand.  3  He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.
Why did the people of Israel assemble at the Water Gate?
· Ezra the scribe was told to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses

· Ezra brought out the Scripture to be read to the people

· large and inclusive gathering, men, women, young adults – all who were able to understand

· Scripture was read from daybreak until noon 

What attitude did the people of Israel have toward the Book of the Law?
· attentive listening

· determined to hear

· willing to listen for long period
How would you describe Israel’s view of God’s written Word? 
· eager to hear what God had to say

· remember they may have had very limited exposure to the written Word

· they were returned exiles

· temple worship probably had not taken place much if at all

· no synagogues for teaching, worship
Ezra got the people back to thinking about what God had to say.  Who has been instrumental in teaching you the importance of God’s Word?
· pastor

· Bible study group leader

· a parent

· a college professor at a Christian college

· a friend invited me to a Bible study

· as a child, a Sunday School teacher

· youth leader

In what specific ways are Israel’s actions in this passage a good model for us today? 
· determination to hear God’s Word

· attentive listening

· willing to stand and listen for long periods

· focus on what God has to say 
We’re told that men, women, and young people were present for Ezra’s scripture reading.  How does the Bible speak to all generations, and ultimately all cultures?

· there are stories there that children can understand

· there are deep theological passages for mature believers

· there is a coverage of the history of God at work

· God’s Truth is powerful – hearing the gospel message changes people’s lives
3.3 Read God’s Word, Study It Carefully
Listen for people’s response.
Nehemiah 8:5-8 (NIV)  Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up.  6  Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, "Amen! Amen!" Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 7  The Levites--Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah--instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing there. 8  They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was being read.
How did the people respond when the book was opened, even before one word was read? 
· they stood up

· they had an awe for what God had to say to them

· they revered God’s Truth

· they didn’t want to miss anything God had to say to them

What was Ezra’s response to the action of the people?
· he praised God 

· he declared the greatness of God

· we might assume he was in awe of God’s power and authority and majesty and declared that before the people 
How did Ezra and the people of Israel respond to the reading of the Law? 
· Ezra praised the Lord – declaring His greatness

· the people lifted their hands

· responded with “Amen, Amen” – “so be it”   … “yes, it’s TRUE” … “that’s right”   

What are some ways we can make the Word of God a bigger part of our day?  What plan can you put in place for consistently reading and studying God’s Word?
· set aside a specific time each day when you will read and think about God’s Word

· turn off the TV

· find a quiet place

· set aside your devices so as not to be interrupted

· let God’s Word speak to you … respond back to God in praise, worship, declaring your trust in Him

· journal your thoughts

Why do you think it’s important for us to study the Bible as a group and not only by ourselves?

· share insights

· ask questions of one another

· support one another in applying what God says to us

· there may be things God wants to communicate to the whole group, not only individually
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Application
Read. 

· Make the reading of God’s Word a daily priority. 

· Adopt a Bible reading plan or use a devotional guide to help you read systematically through the Scriptures.

Study. 

· In addition to being a part of a weekly Bible study group, plan for a time of concentrated study by yourself or with one to two other people. 

· One option is to take the passage you study each week in your group and study it further.

Memorize. 

· Hide God’s Word in your heart through memorization. 

· Memorize one to two verses a week that encourage you, challenge you, and help you draw closer to Christ. 

· Apps like ScriptureTyper can be used on your phone or tablet to help you memorize scripture during the week.  https://scripturetyper.com/ 
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Cryptogram

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Well … the press is hiding what I said once again.  You can figure it out by matching the numbers under the message to the letters in the key above.  �Tear down this wall of obfuscation.


Find the solution and more fun Family Activities at


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yd5b7cmd" �https://tinyurl.com/yd5b7cmd� 
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