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Mentoring

1. Motivate

What’s something interesting you learned to do because somebody showed you how?
· fishing

· cooking

· golf

· archery

· sewing

· wood carving

· electronics

· computer programming

· restoring old cars

· wood working

· painting (oils, water-colors, acrylics)
· caricature drawing, cartooning

2. Transition

Today we study how Paul helped Timothy in his spiritual growth
· Someone helped you grow in Christ; you can do the same for someone else.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Intentional Relationship
Listen for Paul’s exhortation.
2 Timothy 2:1-2 (NIV)  You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2  And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.
What words or phrases suggest the strong relationship that Paul had with Timothy? 
· my son
· you’ve heard me say/teach 

· in presence of many witnesses
What was Paul’s plan for ensuring the spread of the gospel?

· Timothy was to disciple people in the church

· teach them spiritual Truth

· train them to be teachers also

· teach them how to train others to be teachers

· Timothy was to replicate himself, in a sense

What is the point of training others … why is this not just “passing the buck?”

· it’s the principle of multiplication or exponential growth

· if I can train two people to live for Jesus and they in turn can each train two and so on, we end up doubling the kingdom in every cycle 

· in 10 cycles/repetitions of this process, 1 person on fire for God can grow to more than 1000 such people   (210 = 1024)

When has someone taken you under their wing to help you grow spiritually? Who has had a significant role in your spiritual growth and development?
· Sunday School teacher

· youth pastor

· parent

· older sibling

· a deacon in the church

· local leader of Campus Crusade for Christ, Navigators, Baptist Student Union, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Young Life, Youth for Christ

What qualities do you think a believer should have to be a disciple maker?  Why are these important qualities?

	Quality
	Why important?

	· friendly, personable

· good knowledge of Scripture


· good communicator


· able to focus on what’s really important


· a good role model, an exemplary life

· filled with the Holy Spirit



· willing to follow directions of those in leadership
	· attract others, not put them off

· good foundation, able to share with authority of God’s Word

· must be able to share, get across spiritual principles

· not easily sidetracked, has correct priorities

· genuine, not a fake, a credible Christian

· led by the Spirit, empowered by the Spirit, depends on the Spirit for strength and guidance

· not a “Lone Ranger”, works well in a team situation


What are some ways we can intentionally pass on what we believe to others?
· encourage them

· have an accountability partner

· meet regularly for prayer with one or more fellow believers

· take on the responsibility to teach a small group/Sunday School class 

· when you see someone going through a struggle similar to what you have been through, you can counsel them, pray with them

3.2 Walking Together in Life’s Ups and Downs
Listen for how Paul invited Timothy to follow his example.
2 Timothy 3:10-13 (NIV)  You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 11  persecutions, sufferings--what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12  In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13  while evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
What did Timothy know about Paul?  
· his teachings

· his way of life

· his purpose

· how he trusted God

· qualities such as patience, love, endurance

· experiences such as persecutions and sufferings

What do you suppose could have gone through Timothy’s mind when Paul also included persecutions and afflictions? 
· “oh no!” … I don’t want that … is there some way to avoid such things
· not so encouraging as the other things he spoke of

· so how did God rescue you?

Why is it important to share both the ups and downs of life with those you mentor?
· that’s the way life is

· there’s good days and bad days

· you don’t paint a false picture of sweetness and roses all the time

· you can share how God brought you through good times and bad

· you share how praise God, no matter what is happening

· you can testify that you are assured of God’s love and sufficiency in all situations

When have you seen difficult seasons of life create opportunities to encourage others?
· the loss you go through will help you relate to and give encouragement to someone else in a similar situation

· people will listen to you because you’ve “been in their shoes” 

· you can share how God brought you through that situation

· you are not just giving “book answers” to their problem, you’re speaking from experience

· you will have empathy for what they are experiencing
Why would a maturing spirituality not only involve avoiding bad influences, but continuing to follow good examples of godliness?

· suppose you do away with some influences in your life

· then a sort of “power vacuum” occurs

· we will be influenced by someone or something

· even the idea of repentance requires not just turning around, turning away from sin

· it also involves heading in the other direction … following those good examples
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3.3 Staying Grounded in God’s Word
Listen for the role of God’s Word.
2 Timothy 3:14-17 (NIV)  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15  and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17  so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
What regular practice did Paul urge Timothy to engage in? 
· continue to believe in what you have learned of God’s love and sufficiency

· don’t give up when the going gets hard

What could Timothy point to for confidence that what he had been taught was credible and reliable for faithful living? 
· you learned God’s Truth

· you saw it lived out in your home

· you see it demonstrated in my (Paul’s) life

· you’ve been convinced of it … hang on to these truths and experiences

· you know what Scripture teaches

What did Paul say that Scripture was useful for?

· for teaching – the Bible shows us what to believe

· rebuking –  Scripture points out where we’re wrong

· correcting – the Word restores us to the right place

· training in righteousness -  The Bible directs us in right living

· equipping a godly person for every good work

How do parents and grandparents instill this attitude and usage of the scriptures in a child?

· practice it in  your own lives

· talk about it in the making of decisions and value judgments

· share often what God spoke to you about in a Bible passage, in a sermon, in a SS lesson

· ask children about what they learned in SS

· ask young people about their opinion of a sermon (be willing to listen)

· do NOT use it as a club – Mrs. Walton made the children memorize verses as punishment
· instead give positive reinforcement (Bible Memorization Association)
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Application
Pray. 

· Ask God for someone who might help and mentor you in the faith. 

· Keep your eyes open for a potential mentor.

Invite. 

· Invite someone to share a meal with you.

· Share your testimony, and learn more about the other person. 

· Trust the Lord in whether that meeting will begin a mentoring relationship.

Commit. 

· Make a commitment to meet regularly (at least twice per month) with someone. 

· If you need help in the mentoring process, read Mentor by Chuck Lawless (Nashville: LifeWay, 2018).
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Mentoring Cryptogram
A video is available which highlights/summarizes Paul’s contributions to Timothy’s spiritual growth. 


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_3g4ub8wv" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_3g4ub8wv� 


Download from � HYPERLINK "http://tinyurl.com/y6nqyscp" �http://tinyurl.com/y6nqyscp� 








Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Hello, Spiros the Spy here with another important message. The key is above the message. Use the Greek letters under the blanks to find the correct English letters of the message.  I hope the missing Greek letters aren’t needed.  If you get stuck, access the QR code for the answer and the link to other Family Activities
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