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1. Motivate

What was your most memorable experience being lost?
· kept going around and around on the same streets

· couldn’t see how the streets matched what the GPS was showing

· didn’t know which direction to go

· was afraid of what really wild wildlife might be around

· it was getting darker and darker

· we doubled back two or three times, couldn’t make up our minds which way was the right way

· the snow was blinding, the road was icy

· weren’t sure where we were going, ended up finding a really cute little children’s zoo

· had to actually stop and ask directions

· one of the kids wandered off at Disney World… lost a child!!!
2. Transition

We can lose our way, lose our keys, lose a billfold, lose a job …

· The ultimate loss is to be lost spiritually

· Without Christ, we are hopelessly lost.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Lost – Living Apart from God
Listen for poor choices.
Luke 15:11-14 (NIV)  Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12  The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 13  "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.
What are some of the implications behind the younger son’s request for his inheritance? 
· not willing to wait

· you wonder if he wished the father dead so he could have his money now

· he was rebellious 

· didn’t have much concern for family unity

· didn’t care if the rest of the family might miss him

· wonder where the mom was in this sequence of events
· unwilling to take up his role in the family farm or business
Was the father wise or foolish to give in to the son’s request/demand?

	Wise
	Foolish

	· otherwise the son might have stolen

· the son needed to find out for himself

· maybe this had been an ongoing issue, dad wanted to end it
	· knew the kid would blow it

· better to keep him home and teach the son the right way to live

· shouldn’t always give in to kids 


In what ways did the younger son’s freedom soon become his bondage?
· now his resources were limited

· no family safety net to rely on

· his new “friends” only stayed with him as long as he had money to finance their riotous lifestyle

· once he ran out of money he was trapped … couldn’t go on living the “good life”

· then the famine hit and he couldn’t even get a decent job

· what a bummer of a job he ended up with … a Jewish fellow having to tend the pigs 
How are we tempted to squander what we’ve been given? 

· seems like an endless supply

· gotta have more “stuff” – there’s always more money

· credit cards are easy to get

· I’ll pay it off someday … but now I’ll get some snazzy outfits

When/why have we been like the younger son, enticed by the things of the world? 

· I want to have the coolest car around – the fastest computer, the newest game console

· we are bombarded by advertisements

· important to have a place in a nice neighborhood

· want to have the best kept yard on the block

· we’re going to Disney every year

3.2 Acknowledge Being Lost – Turn to God
Listen for the son’s response to his crisis.
Luke 15:17-19 (NIV)  "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18  I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.'
What did the son eventually admit about his situation?
· even my father’s hired hands live better than this

· they have good food

· here I am starving

· something wrong with this picture!

What did he decide to do about it? 
· swallow his pride

· go back home and confess his foolish sin to his father

· admit he no more deserves any standing as a son

· beg for the opportunity to be a hired hand

What kinds of things leads people to come to their senses spiritually?
· realization they can no longer handle life on their own

· dissatisfaction with sinful lifestyle

· life messed up to the point they can no longer stand it

· confronted with the Truth of the Gospel message … we are sinners, but God loves us and offers forgiveness

· the judge said straighten up or you’re going to end up doing a very long jail term

How is being spiritually lost (without Christ) a desperate, hopeless condition?

· you struggle finding satisfaction

· God made us to have a relationship with Him … 

· Without that relationship we are incomplete, at a loss

· Consider the quote by the French philosopher and mathematician, Blaise Pascal: “There is a God shaped vacuum in the heart of every man which cannot be filled by any created thing, but only by God, the Creator, made known through Jesus”
When did you first recognize your need for God’s forgiveness for your sin?
· as a child, heard teaching in the home and in Sunday School

· as an adult came to a Billy Graham crusade

· as a teenager, got in so much trouble, realized I needed to get straightened out

· had a friend who I could tell “had it together” and asked how? Why?

· found a gospel tract on a bus seat, on a park bench, left in my mailbox

· invited to church by a friendly neighbor

· homeless and wandered into a city mission

3.3 Restoration – Return to the Father
Listen for the father’s response to the son’s return.
Luke 15:20-24 (NIV)  So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21  "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22  "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23  Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.
What suggests the sincerity of the son’s decision that he made in the pig pen? 
· he did travel back from the “distant country”

· confessed – I have sinned against heaven, against you

· repented – turned away from his sin, turned to doing the right thing

· admitted his lack of family standing – he had abandoned his family and no longer deserved to belong

How well do you think the son knew his father?
· figured (hoped) he had a chance to at least be given a job

· but didn’t realize what a nice guy dad really was

· didn’t know how much dad really loved him, missed him

· probably didn’t realize how hurt the dad was originally

· didn’t realize the dad’s wisdom in letting him discover for himself how life was more than just having money and “bought” friends

How did the father show his love for his wayward son? 
· we see the dad was out looking for the son coming down the road

· we wonder how many times dad had stood there looking off into the distance … probably praying for the son

· welcomed the son back unconditionally

· celebrate the son’s homecoming

· happy to have him back, even though he had made a mess of things

How do the words dead and alive again, and lost and found describe the young man’s situation? 
· when he went off originally, the family figured they would never see him again – as if he had died

· they had lost him – now here he is, alive – now he’s been found

How can they be applied spiritually? What does it look like for us to return to God?
· we are all sinners, lost souls

· we are either actively rebellious against or passively indifferent to God

· we are spiritually dead … separated from God because of our sin

· when we 

· repent and turn away from our sin, 

· we confess (agree with God) that we are sinners

· place our trust in God’s love and trust His promise of forgiveness

· invite Jesus into our lives as Savior and Lord

· Then we are spiritually alive … united with God … now, in this life and for eternity

How does this story help us understand the heart of God? What does this parable reveal to you about the Lord’s love? 
· our active or passive rebellion against God is the same as the lost son’s actions

· our confession and repentance is like the son’s coming to his senses and returning to his father

· the father’s receiving of the son is like God’s receiving and forgiving us

In what ways does God restore people’s lives through His love and forgiveness today?

· restored a marriage

· rescued from substance abuse
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straightened out bad decisions

· both physical and spiritual healing

· given a new start in life
Application
Seek God. 
· Perhaps you need to “come home” to God.

· Confess to God any destructive behaviors or thoughts and come to Christ.

Forgive. 
· When was the last time you ran to forgive someone with reckless abandon?
· Maybe it’s time to forgive even if it seems strange and shocking to everyone else around. 
· Remember to forgive others as God forgives.

Reach out. 
· Reach out to someone who is lost and at rock bottom. 
· Point them to the loving, restoring arms of God. 
· Let them see the love of the Father in you
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Double Puzzle
A video is available for the introduction.  View it at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_3ki4r3bx" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_3ki4r3bx� �If you have no Wi-Fi where you teach better to go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yxx22mor" �https://tinyurl.com/yxx22mor� and download to your computer





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Ever wonder why Jesus shared the story about the runaway-lost son?  Find out why right here !  Unscramble each of the clue words. Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.   Clue words are taken from Luke 15 (NIV).  


If you’re stuck, go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yxx22mor" �https://tinyurl.com/yxx22mor� You can find other cool stuff for your family to do also.
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