12/22/2019
Is Jesus God?

1. Motivate

What’s a decision you’re glad you made as a teenager or young adult?”
· go to college

· buy that car
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ask that girl out – now my wife

· take that course, choose that major

· get that job

· join the army/navy/air force …

· change majors

· change colleges

· go out for that sport

· keep on with my music

· invest in Microsoft

2. Transition

Consider the decision Mary was confronted with.

· She chose to follow God’s will, surprising as it was

· This Bible study considers the world changing life of the Baby she bore.
· Everything about Jesus’ birth points to His divinity.

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Virgin Birth
Listen for an emotional response.
Luke 1:26-29 (NIV)  In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27  to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28  The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." 29  Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.
Let’s list the who, when, where, etc. that are covered in a news story.

Who:

God, Gabriel, Mary (a virgin), Joseph (the future husband)

When:

In the sixth month (of Elizabeth’s pregnancy)

Where:

Nazareth, a town in Galilee

What does it mean to be “espoused” or “pledged”?  

· similar to engagement in our culture

· was a year of engagement relationship prior to the formal marriage

· could not be broken except by a formal “divorce” process

· more than just wearing a ring

· took more than giving (or taking) the ring back to end it

· when this encounter with the angel occurred, Mary was within this year of engagement 

· the marriage ceremony had not yet occurred, not yet consummated physically
Why is that an important detail of the narrative? 
· again, it has to do with the importance of her virginity

· her Baby would not be the result of human intercourse

Why was Mary troubled?

· you’d be troubled too if an angel appeared with you

· this was not the typical “Shalom” greeting, no “Howdy, miss” or “Good morning, ma’am ”

· how could this be good news … looked like life might change or be interrupted in a big way

On what grounds did Gabriel urge Mary not to be afraid?

· the Lord is with you

· God, Himself favored her, approved of her

· “you have found favor with God”

Since Luke did not cite any Old Testament reference to a virgin birth, what might have been the significance of Luke’s identifying  Mary as a virgin?

· she was going to bear a child without having sexual relations

· it supports the fact that Jesus was not human alone, he was also God
· it emphasizes the fact that Jesus was both wholly man and wholly God
Since Jesus existed before time, why is it significant that He come as a baby?

· speaks to His humanity

· if He just appeared in human form (as He occasionally did in the Old Testament) He would not be considered human

· she was pledged to marriage, but the marriage had not yet been consummated

· the Baby she would bear would not be the result of physical intercourse

· her Son would not be just another human
3.2 Born a Human, Eternally a King
Listen for titles given.
Luke 1:30-33 (NIV)  But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31  You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33  and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."
Now in these verses, on what grounds did Gabriel urge Mary not to be afraid?
· you found favor with God

· you’re going to have a son

· you will name Him Jesus

What description to we see here about the child Mary would bear?

· would be a son, she should name him Jesus

· He would be great

· He would be called “Son of the Most High”

· God would give him the throne of his father David

· He would rule over the house of Jacob forever

· His kingdom would never end.

What is the significance of the names and titles given to this child?

	Name
	Significance

	Jesus
	A version of the name Joshua – Joseph told in Matthew 1:21 “…give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  

	Son of the Most High
	· contrast to “prophet of …” title given to John

· Most High ( God

· Jesus would be God, divine … at the same time, human

	Given throne of David
	· born of the line of David, recall the Davidic covenant

· would be a king with a throne – not a literal or political kingdom, but a spiritual kingdom

	Kingdom include House of Jacob
	· A Hebrew patriarch

· name changed to Israel – for whom the nation was named


Note that the “Kingdom of God” is the realm where God rules.  Therefore, in what way is Jesus to be King today?

· King of our lives,  to sit on the throne of our hearts and minds
· ruler over the church – the body of believers

How is this kingdom different from other kingdoms?

· spiritual kingdom … not political, does not possess land or geographical territory

· the King has infinite power and authority

· the source of the power, is the King, himself (not in the size or skill of His army)

· the subjects of the kingdom can choose whether or not to obey – the king does not force His authority on believers

How do believers, this kingdom’s subjects, know what the King wants of them – few apparent angel appearances today …

· God's Word

· circumstances

· Godly advice, God's Spirit urging, encouraging, speaking
3.3 Son of God, Divinity
Listen for evidence of divinity.
Luke 1:34-35 (NIV)  "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?"  35  The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.

Why was Mary puzzled by Gabriel’s announcement? 
· she knew she could not have a baby while still a virgin

· she hadn’t yet made the connection that she had been chosen to bear the Messiah as her son

· we might say she was blindsided by this whole revelation from the angel

What was the essence of her question to the angel?
· I can’t be pregnant 

· I’m not married, Joseph and I have not been together

· I’ve been a good girl, what’s this going to look like?

How did Gabriel explain her conception? 
· Holy Spirit will come upon you

· power of the Most High will overshadow you

· God is going to work a miracle in your body

How would you explain the virgin birth to someone who finds it hard to believe?
· not a creepy deity coming down from “on high” and having sex with a human

· if God is the Creator, He has the power and authority to accomplish a miracle in the body of anyone – not unlike miraculous physical healings that occur, even today

What difference does it make whether or not a person believes that the child born to Mary was really God and not just a man? 
· if Jesus was a man then He would be born a sinner like all the rest of us

· He would have upon him the judgment of sin – like all the rest of us

· then His claim of deity would be either a delusion or a lie

· then the Bible becomes a collection of myths and stories

· the God-Man, Jesus did live a life without sin

· then He could take upon Himself our sin and our punishment

How can we help our families have a Christ-centered Christmas this year?
· focus on who Jesus really is

· more than just a baby being born in a stable

· He grew up to be the Messiah – the “Sent One”, the “Anointed One”

· He went on to be the final Sacrifice for our sins – to give us eternal life, eternal union and fellowship with God
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Application
Trust. 
· God can work a miracle and change your life so trust Him. 
· If you want to know how to become a follower of Christ, talk with your group leader. 
· You can also read the inside front cover of this book.
Pray. 
· Ask the Lord to increase your faith. 
· Trust Him with what you know from His Word.

Defend. 
· If you have a friend who sees Jesus simply as a good man or a good teacher, share with him or her the reality of the virgin birth of Christ. 
· Pray that eyes would be opened to the impact that trust can have on one’s life as you defend the truth.

A video is available for the introduction.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_ijlb2k3i" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_ijlb2k3i� 


If you don’t have WiFi where you teach, best to download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/t6694wx" �https://tinyurl.com/t6694wx� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Yep, this happens about every month or so.  All them letters just fall straight down.  It’s a mess, I tell ya!  But you can fix it.  Pretty interesting comment on yer Bible Study, so you’ll want to find out what it says … a quote by a feller name of J. Gresham Machen.   Some of them boxes is easy … only one letter in the column.  Then look at the two or three letter words and see what combinations of the letters below make a reasonable word.  If you’re stuck, go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/t6694wx" �https://tinyurl.com/t6694wx� 
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