
Acts 5:12-42

God’s power was seen 
in many miracles the 
Apostles did among 
the people. More and 
more believed in Jesus. 
People brought the sick 
out into the streets and 
crowds gathered from the 
surrounding towns. All of 
them were healed.

The High Priest and his 
associates became very 
jealous of the popularity 
of the Apostles. So they 
had them arrested and 
put in prison.

During the night an 
angel of the Lord 
opened the doors 
of the prison and let 
them out. ‘Go into the 
Temple courts,’ the angel 
instructed, ‘and tell the 
people all about this 
new life.’
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Description IMAGE

The images in this Bible story can be downloaded absolutely free from  
www.freebibleimages.org in PowerPoint, Keynote JPEG or PDF formats. 
This Story Planner shows what is happening in each scene. Read the account 
from the Bible and then plan how you will tell the story to your audience. 
There is a space for your notes. You can delete any images/slides you don’t 
require and add your own as needed. 

THE APOSTLES ARE PERSECUTED 
 Acts 5:12-42  
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‘We gave you strict orders 
not to teach in the name 
of Jesus,’ the High Priest 
fumed. ‘ You have filled the 
city with your teaching 
and are determined to 
make us guilty for the 
death of Jesus.’

‘We must obey God 
before human beings,’ 
Peter replied. ‘God has 
raised Jesus from the 
dead and has exalted Him 
as Prince and Saviour so 
that bring us to repent 
and have forgiveness for 
our sins. We are witnesses 
to this.’

When the Jewish leaders 
heard this they were so 
furious they wanted to put 
the Apostles to death. 

Someone arrived to report, 
‘The men you put in jail 
are teaching in the Temple 
courts.’ 
The captain and his officers 
were dispatched to bring 
the Apostles before the 
Jewish leaders of the 
Sanhedrin.
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At day break the apostles 
obeyed and started teaching 
in the Temple courts.
Meanwhile the High priest 
was being told that the 
prison was securely locked 
with the guards outside the 
doors but the Apostles were 
not inside.’
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The Apostles left, 
not feeling sorry for 
themselves, but happy 
they had been worthy to 
suffer for Jesus.
Every day they continued 
to tell others that Jesus 
was the Saviour, the 
Messiah. 

Gamaliel’s speech persuaded 
the Jewish leaders not to 
kill the Apostles. Instead the 
Apostles were brought back 
in and flogged. Then they 
were ordered once more 
not to speak in the name of 
Jesus.
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However, a respected 
Pharisee, Gamaliel, asked 
that the Apostles were taken 
outside. ‘Some in the past have 
claimed to be the Messiah 
and gathered followers but 
none of them have succeeded,’ 
Gamaliel pointed out. ‘If these 
men are using human power 
they will fail, but if God is 
behind them you will not be 
able to stop them.’
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OTHER WAYS WE CAN HELP YOU: YOU CAN MAKE OTHER STORIES AVAILABLE:

PLEASE LETS OTHERS KNOW ABOUT FreeBibleimages

VISIT THE GET INVOLVED PAGE AT www.freebibleimages.org
Get Involved

HOW DID YOU GET ON?

PRAYER: Need prayer support for 
your teaching? Please visit  
www.freebibleimages.org, 
click on the Get Involved tab 
and then the Prayer icon. It will 
open an email window so you 
can send your request to the 
FreeBibleimages prayer support 
group. We will pray for you.

DONATE: FreeBibleimages is a 
registered charity and to make 
these timeless images freely 
available across the world we rely 
on donations to cover the cost 
of creating new stories.  You can 
donate online at 
www.freebibleimages.org

LINK: Please create a web link 
from your church, school or 
organisations web site. This can be 
a text link or if you want graphics 
to serve as links then download 
these from  
www.freebibleimages.org,

NETWORK: This is a free service 
and we do not spend money on 
marketing. Please let your friends 
and contacts know about www.
freebibleimages.org, by email, 
twitter or posting a link on any 
social networking sites you use.

FEEDBACK: Your feedback is  
vital to us. Please visit  
www.freebibleimages.org, click 
the Feedback button on the home 
page and take a minute to fill out 
our online evaluation form. Your 
comments will help us improve 
the quality of our images and 
service.

FaceBook: Join us a 
www.facebook.com/
freebibleimagesCommunity/ 

FACEBOOK AND COMMUNITY FORUMS
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