5/19/2019
Hate Your Family

1. Motivate

How have you counted the costs and prepared to tackle a recent project at home or at work?
· price the materials

· consider how much time it would take

· check into who you might hire to do work

· calculate man-hours

· you might need new tools

· maybe need to rent certain tools or machinery

· who of your friends might be willing to help

· look at plans on the internet

· check YouTube for how to do certain tasks

2. Transition

Today we will consider Jesus’ warning to count the cost of loving Jesus and following Him.

· It might cost time, skills, and even affect relationships

· Loving Jesus should be so intense it makes everything else look like hate.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Total Devotion
Listen for a strange command.
Luke 14:25-27 (NIV)  Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26  "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple. 27  And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
What amazing demand did Jesus make if a person were to be His disciple? What did Jesus say to emphasize that following Him would not be a life of ease?
· “hate” parents, “hate” spouse and children, “hate” brothers and sisters

· even “hate” his own self

A large crowd was traveling along, following Jesus.  What’s the difference between being a part of the crowd and being a devoted disciple?
	Crowd Following
	Devoted Disciple

	· want to see what’s happening

· hope to get in on blessings

· anticipating free food

· want to see Jesus put down the Pharisees

· this is something/someone new and different

· a fun event
	· totally committed to Jesus

· hanging on every word

· more important to be with Jesus than with family members

· want to learn everything He has to teach

· willing to endure hardship in order to gain lasting knowledge and wisdom


Why do you suppose Jesus used such a strong word like “hate”?  What does it mean to "hate" your parents, wife, children, siblings, and your own life? 
· Jesus used the figure of speech called hyperbole – exaggeration for effect

· you love and dedicate yourself to Jesus so much, that by contrast your relations to family seem like hate
What would it mean to “take up your cross”?

· take upon yourself the responsibility which God has for you

· accept the task given you

· It implies that it is voluntary, you are not forced to follow Jesus
How might the crowds have reacted to Jesus’ terms of discipleship? 
· caught their attention

· head scratching, puzzlement
· may have caused some to reject him
· head shaking and discussion
How do even some Christians today react to Jesus’ terms of discipleship?
· even if people realize the exaggeration effect, they still might not want to be that “fanatical”

· too tough

· requires too much

· “God will make me go to some horrible place with snakes and bugs and be a missionary”

· “The church just wants all my money”  
· “I’ll do church on Sunday, but I’ve got a life to live.”
What are the daily implications for us to follow Jesus in our daily life as a devoted disciple?
· spend time with Jesus

· read what He has to say, what the Bible says about Him

· give up time and energy and even finances to serve Him

· obey His commands

· adopt His motivations and principles of living

· communicate and demonstrate to others the great value of knowing and serving Jesus

[image: image1.png]TEAH

RACRY HSICRS0S [ [ [ ]

GIILUDBN

ETASMEIT

NET OHDAUTNS

BE MY DISLIPEC

TSLA

DIONONTUFA

SORWCD

W2 a W

3

™

e

T T W §

Lo e U T 1)

— LIl
T3 54 T 7 26 ‘ ‘ ‘v‘n‘

T

T




3.2 Count the Cost of Following Jesus
Listen for the importance of counting the cost.
Luke 14:28-33 (NIV)  "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29  For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30  saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 31  "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32  If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33  In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.
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What should a person consider before starting a construction project or beginning a military campaign?   

· do we have enough money

· can we afford the materials and the labor

· do we have enough of an advantage to win the campaign

According to verse 33, what was His point?
· take an honest look at what it takes to follow Jesus

· are you really willing to do this

· realize this is a major life changing decision

· this will have costs, but also benefits

· following Jesus as He requires is an all or nothing decision
How do these two parables relate to true discipleship?  If our salvation is free, why must we “count the cost?”

· you must seriously consider the “cost” or the implications of making Jesus lord of your life

· Our salvation is free, but our response to Christ will result in a change of lifestyle

· we must be willing to allow God to make those changes in our lives

What costs do believers need to count in responding to Jesus? What are some of the costs of discipleship that Jesus states or implies?
· separation from family

· maybe even rejection by your family

· at least the possible lack of understanding by your family

· give up rights to your own life (to God)

· give up all your possessions
What is the cost of discipleship in today’s world?

· may  lose friends, in some cultures you are completely cut off from your family

· can lose a job

· persecution exists in many countries today

· we are classified as fundamentalist weirdoes

· may mean giving up some kinds of economic advantages or opportunities

· can cost time
Why is it “worth the price” to follow Jesus … whether in a pagan culture or in our culture?

· an inner peace and joy that one’s culture cannot give

· God’s presence in our lives

· eternal union with God … eternal life

3.3 Make Others “Thirsty” for Jesus
Listen for how we influence the world.
Matthew 5:13 (NIV)  "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

Jesus speaks of believers being “salt of the earth”.  What are the major uses of salt – especially in Jesus’ time on earth?

· flavoring food

· food preservation

How are those qualities true about Jesus’ disciples?

· we should live so as to demonstrate life is better when a person follows Jesus

· our lives should “spice up” relationships and make living with us more enjoyable

· we should live in such a way that relationships are preserved, not destroyed

· others around us should be blessed by how Jesus is in our lives

Jesus talks about salt losing its “saltiness”. The compound NaCl, sodium chloride, will always be “salty.”  How might it lose its usefulness in real life?

· might become dirty – salt spread on icy roads

· could end up as a large chunk, instead of fine grains

· could get mixed in with impurities and not be consumable 

What is a person like who has lost his or her "saltiness"? 
· someone who has compromised their obedience to God

· personality has become unpleasant to be around due to bitterness

· the person might have become too close to unbelievers and their lifestyle is not very Christ-like

· the person loses any positive influence for the Lord

So how can we keep and improve our “saltiness” for God?

· daily communication with God

· read and heed God’s Word

· support one another in the Body of Christ, the Church

· keep your heart and eyes on Jesus

· repent from, turn away from worldly actions and attitudes

Application
Evaluate yourself. 
· Do a self-evaluation. In what areas of your life is compromise evident? 
· If you determine you have not given everything to Christ, pray and make that commitment now.

Influence others. 
· Determine to let your conversations this week reflect your relationship with Christ. 
· “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you should answer each person” (Col. 4:6).

Count the cost. 
· Get involved in being salt in the community. 
· Invest your time and energy in helping others in your community see the love and grace of Christ in you.
Double Puzzle

Words taken from Luke 14:25 – 35 (NIV)

A video is available which summarizes this portion of the lesson.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_84wpaobc" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_84wpaobc� 


Download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yxznje7x" �https://tinyurl.com/yxznje7x� 





Be careful not to get side tracked into a dialog about current U.S. foreign policy.


That’s another discussion altogether!





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Unscramble each of the clue words.  Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.  Not sure who said this, but Jesus gave him the idea.  If you get stuck go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yxznje7x" �https://tinyurl.com/yxznje7x�.  There’s other cool Family Activities there also.
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